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Dear friends, alumni and distinguished guests:

From our storied beginnings in 1909, when the La Crosse 
Normal School was founded, to our place of prominence  
today in 2023, the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse  
has grown into one of the best public universities in  
the country. Thus we can be proud of many things— 
in particular, today’s graduating class.

For more than 20 years, U.S. News & World Report has ranked 
UWL the top school in the UW System and among the top five 
public universities in the Midwest that offer undergraduate 
and master’s programs. Also, for more than a decade UWL 
has been one of only two UW campuses ranked in Kiplinger 
Magazine’s list of the Top 100 Values in American Public 
Higher Education, further recognition of our strong national 
leadership in higher education. 

A commitment to excellence exists throughout the UWL 
campus, and the accomplishments listed on page 5 showcase 
some of our most notable achievements. But the greatest 
testament to our tradition of academic excellence is the group 
of outstanding students who make up today’s graduating 
class. Each one of them is a point of pride, and we’re so  
very grateful for that.

So on behalf of the staff and faculty here at UWL, it’s my 
pleasure to thank you for joining us today to celebrate the 
crowning achievement of the university experience. The future 
holds great promise for our graduates, and I hope you are as 
proud of them as we are!

Best wishes,

Joe Gow
Chancellor
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FIFTY NINTH ANNUAL WINTER COMMENCEMENT

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-LA CROSSE

SUNDAY, THE SEVENTEENTH OF DECEMBER, TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE

11 a.m. ceremony
School of Education

College of Business Administration
Colleges of Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities

College of Science and Health

Processional
 “Pomp and Circumstance”  ........................................................................................  Edward Elgar, UWL Brass Ensemble

 “Trumpet Voluntary”   ............................................................................................................  Purcell/arr. Harold Walters                                           
 
 Processional Narration  .............................................................................................................................. Terry Wirkus

Ceremony
 Welcome  ........................................................................................................................................Joe Gow, Chancellor

 Greetings from the Board of Regents  .........................................Edmund Manydeeds, III, Universities of Wisconsin Regent

 Graduating Class Student Introduction  ........................................... Vitaliano Figueroa, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
 
 Student Address ........................................................................................................................................ Kenzy Reilley

 New Alumni Welcome  ......................................................Todd Taylor, ‘80, Chair, UWL Alumni & Friends Foundation Board

 Presentation of Candidates for Degrees  ............................. Betsy Morgan, Provost & Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

 Conferring of Degrees and Awarding of Diplomas  ............................................................................. Joe Gow, Chancellor
  Greg Reichert, Vice Chancellor for University Advancement/President of the UWL Foundation
  Stacy Narcotta-Welp, Vice Chancellor for Diversity and Inclusion

Graduate & Extended Learning ..........................................................................................  Meredith Thomsen, Dean

School of Education  .........................................................................................................Marcie Wycoff-Horn, Dean

College of Business Administration  .........................................................................................Taggert Brooks, Dean

College of Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities  .......................................................................... Karl Kunkel, Dean 

College of Science and Health  ............................................................................................................. Ju Kim, Dean

Singing of Alma Mater

The Alma Mater
Morning sun greets many banners  Colors dear, flag we love 
On its westward way,  Float for aye;
Fair to us above all others   Old La Crosse to thee,
Waves maroon and gray.  May we all be ever loyal
 To thy memory.

Closing Remarks  .....................................................................................................................................  Joe Gow, Chancellor

Recessional
“Triumphal March” ..........................................................................................................................................Verdi/arr. Claire Johnson 

“Trumpet Tune and Air”  ......................................................................................................................  Purcell/arr. Elgar Howarth

“Sonata from Die Bankelsangerlieder” ..................................................................................................................... ed. Robert King

Please remain seated during the processional and until all graduates and faculty have exited.

Mace Carrier

Patricia Markos, School of Education 

Commencement Interpreter  
Colleen Cudo 

Name Readers 
 Terry Wirkus
 Kristine Wirkus

Note: Sound-enhancement earphones are available for hearing-impaired guests. Ask an usher  
if you would like to use the earphones. Please return them to an usher after the ceremony.
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•  UWL is the No. 2 public university of any size in Wisconsin, 
according to Forbes’ 2023 America’s Top Colleges list. Forbes noted 
UWL’s array of academic concentrations and its active student body, 
as well as opportunities to engage with La Crosse’s vibrant culture.

•  UWL is the No. 1 public university in Wisconsin with fewer than 
25,000 students, according to U.S. News & World Report. In its annual 
ranking of colleges and universities, U.S. News listed UWL as the No. 
135 national public university in the country.

•  UWL retained 86.5% for the 2022-23 first-year class — the highest 
mark in a decade and the fifth-highest mark in the past 50 years. 
UWL’s ability to recruit and retain students led to another year of 
increased enrollment, despite national declines in the number of 
college students.

•  Chancellor Joe Gow announced that he is stepping down in 
June 2024 after 17 years of distinguished service as chancellor. 
“(Chancellor Gow) has provided a steady hand through challenging 
times and met the moment when we needed him,” said Jay Rothman, 
president of the Universities of Wisconsin. Gow plans to transition 
into a faculty role in the Communication Studies Department.

•  The UWL men’s and women’s track and field teams won a combined 
three national championships during the 2022-23 season. The 
women’s team took home the indoor and outdoor titles, while the 
men’s team won the indoor title and finished second outdoors. The 
teams visited the White House in June as part of College Athlete Day 
with Vice President Kamala Harris. The trio of titles means UWL now 
has 74 national championships in school history.

•  La Crosse is the best small college town in Wisconsin and among  
the best in the country, according to Preply, an online language 
learning company. Its list of the best small college towns in the U.S. 
has La Crosse at No. 4 — the only Wisconsin city to crack the top 10.

•  UWL is one of only 258 campuses in 38 states and the District  
of Columbia designated as a “Voter Friendly Campus.” Voter  
Friendly Campuses help students overcome barriers to voting.

•  Students get their money’s worth at UWL according to a ranking by 
finance technology company SmartAsset. In the company’s list of 
best value colleges, UWL placed No. 4 in Wisconsin and No. 50 in  
the U.S., underscoring UWL’s commitment to affordability, high-quality 
academic programming and providing students with a strong return 
on their investment. 

•  And, La Crosse is the state’s most wallet-friendly and among the 
most economical college towns in the U.S. Scholarship and grant 
search engine BrokeScholar.com ranks La Crosse the No. 11 most 
economical college town in the U.S. and the No. 1 most economical 
place in Wisconsin for students to study. 

•  In October 2022, the Center for the Arts was dedicated as the 
Truman T. Lowe Center for the Arts, honoring the late Ho-Chunk  
artist alum. The first UWL building named after a person of color,  
it promises to inspire current and future Native American students  
to pursue their passions.  

•  UWL’s Community Engaged Learning Program received the 2022 
AASCU Excellence & Innovation Award for Civic Learning and 
Community Engagement. The American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities award cites the outstanding results and potential of  
a program to influence and serve as a model for other institutions.

•  UWL is one of the most military friendly schools in the country.  
The 2023-24 Military Friendly Schools survey gave UWL the 
distinguished gold designation. Additionally, in the Military Times’ 
ranking of the “Best for Vets,” UWL was the No. 199 university in  
the U.S. and No. 35 in the Midwest.

•  A new partnership means full steam ahead for the UWL River Studies 
Center and water research. Prairie Springs: The Paul Fleckenstein 
Trust gave nearly $500,000 through the La Crosse Community 
Foundation to fund the new research vessel. Local construction, 
environmental services and harbor management company J.F. 
Brennan Co. will store, moor and maintain the watercraft, which 
should hit the river this spring.

•  UWL Chemistry Professor Sujat Sen was named the 2023 Carl 
E. Gulbrandsen Innovator of the Year by WiSys, a state nonprofit 
organization that works with the UW System. The award is given 
to UW System faculty, staff or students who make exemplary 
contributions as a WiSys innovator. 

•  UWL Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice Associate 
Professor Dawn Norris has been named a Fulbright Scholar.  
She traveled overseas in spring 2023 to study job impacts in the 
Czech Republic.

•  UWL is No. 1 in awarding physics bachelor’s degrees nationwide, 
according to the American Physical Society. UWL awarded an average 
of 35 degrees annually between 2015-17, making it No. 1 among 
bachelor’s degree-granting institutions. 

•  UWL is one of only 258 campuses in 38 states and the District of 
Columbia designated as a “Voter Friendly Campus.” Voter Friendly 
Campuses help students overcome barriers to voting.

5

Academic Dress
The academic apparel worn by faculty and staff in the processional has its origins in the universities of the Middle Ages. Because 

the universities grew out of church schools, both faculty and students were regarded as part of the clergy, and wore clerical clothing 
based on monastic dress. 

The head covering developed from the skull cap worn to protect tonsured heads in cold weather. In the universities, the skull 
cap acquired a point at the top which gradually evolved into a tassel. In Europe, the bonnet with a tassel is still worn, but has been 
replaced in America by the mortar board cap or tam with a tassel. 

The style of the gown may have been borrowed from the Benedictine monk’s habit. In the Middle Ages, those with bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees could be distinguished by the simplicity or elaborateness of their gowns. The master’s gowns were often furred, a 
decoration surviving as the three velvet bars now used on the sleeves of the doctoral gown. 

The hood was originally worn over the head in bad weather, and otherwise dropped onto the shoulders. First worn by faculty and 
students, the hood is now added to the apparel of those with master’s and doctoral degrees. The color of the velvet trim on the hood 
indicates the scholarly field, for example, dark blue (philosophy), golden yellow (science), light blue (education), pink (music), apricot 
(nursing), drab (business), and white (arts). The colors of the satin lining are those approved and authorized by the college  
or university from which the degree was earned. 

Scholarship Pins 

Students who received a scholarship from the UWL Foundation during their time at UWL are wearing pins on their gowns.

Medallion Symbolizes Academic Excellence 

Wearing a medallion or seal of office has been a symbol of academic excellence since the Middle Ages.  
The seal marked official documents then; heads of institutions wore the seal around the neck to keep it in  
their possession. The chancellor’s medallion features a design and materials that reflect UW-La Crosse.  
The mokume-gane or “wood grain metal” used is a specialty of the campus jewelry studio. 

Mace Shows Quest for Truth

Once a weapon in medieval combat, the mace was adopted by universities as a symbol of the power of the quest  
for truth. The mace is carried in the commencement ceremony by a distinguished senior faculty member. William R. Fiorini,  
a UWL art professor, designed and made the medallion and mace, which were used for the first time at the inauguration  
of Chancellor Judith L. Kuipers in September 1992.

The mace and medallion were given to the University by Mary Hebberd and Ruth Nixon-Davy, professors emeriti.  
Silver plaques on the medallion box and mace stand acknowledge these gifts. 

Symbols of Academic Achievement

Many undergraduate students are wearing items that reflect high academic achievement. Commencement Honors  
are designated by silver cords, and are worn by students who have at least a 3.50 cumulative grade point average.  
Those wearing gold cords have earned Commencement Highest Honors with at least a 3.75 average. Members of the Golden Key 
International Honour Society are wearing a medallion on a blue and gold neck ribbon. The organization is open to the top 15 percent 
of graduating seniors in various fields of study. Discipline-specific honor organizations are represented by a variety of other cords.  

International Flags and Sashes
The international flags displayed on the commencement platform represent the home countries of international students  

attending the University. Sashes are worn by graduates who studied abroad. Each sash represents the country in which  
the student studied.

Even more reasons to be a proud UW-La Crosse graduate …
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CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION

Associate Degree Candidates 

BACCALAUREATE DEGREE CANDIDATES

School of Education

College of Business Administration

Lilly G. Ackerman**
Sarah Arnold
Isabella Y. Baka**
Lauren M. Beauchaine**
Kelly L. Bergel*
Mya R. Biebel*
McKenna L. Bowers*
Conner Brekke
Emily C. Brekke**
Jared M. Brinkman
Danielle A. Burr
Jayda S. Bushor**
Lindsay Campbell*
Jenna A. Ceranski*
Genevieve L. Church**
Emma Ciske**
Luke R. Clark*

Abigail R. Cody*
Margaret T. Condon**
Samantha Crall
Gabrielle M. Dickey*
Alyssa K. Droessler**
Carter N. Drost*
Dayton L. Fleshner*
Hannah R. Friesner*
Tyler E. Haack*
Nicole Hachtel**
Connor M. Haindfield**
Teresa R. Higgins
Olivia Hinze**
Christine M. Hlavacka**
Jenna M. Hoppe**
Emma Johnson**
Madalin R. Karpinski*

Madeline M. Kendall
Saralyn A. Klais**
Olivia A. Knight**
Meghan E. Landsberger*
Nicholas K. LaVigne
Savannah Litz*
Kelly A. Mauermann*
Mary J. Miller**
Julia E. Mlynczak**
Taylor J. Moore
Rachel E. Murphy
Reagan F. O’Connor**
Marie V. Olmsted*
Hannah E. Olson**
Reid T. Olson*
Madelyn R. Quinn**
Elizabeth Reyes*

Jessamae E. Rice**
Alayna M. Rodriguez
Isabelle M. Roe**
Alexandra R. Runnells**
Isaku J. Saito**
Kayla M. Scaletty*
Ava C. Schomisch
Madeline M. Shipler
Tegan M. Shoquist**
Mia A. Sterker*
Megan K. Strean*
MacKenzie K. Van Coulter**
Alec D. Vosburgh**
Grace A. Worden**
Katelynn D. Wussow
Riley E. Zielke

*Commencement Honors      **Commencement Highest Honors      + Summer 2023      ~ Winter 2024      ~~ Spring 2024

Andrew J. Abendroth*
Benjamin D. Althoff**
Christian J. Anderson
Pratham Arora*
Aaron J. Bahr*~
Molly J. Banks
Nathan P. Barfknecht
Cora Barrett**
Isabella R. Bartolotta
Marcus J. Bean
Adam D. Belk
Samuel G. Bend
Austin M. Berlin
Barrett A. Bernards
Landen C. Bilse
Annabelle E. Bohn~
Bryce A. Bohn
Christian A. Brayer
Mason P. Burkhardt
Mason M. Bushman
Benjamin W. Byom
Connor D. Campbell*
Andrew M. Chicoine
Tori L. Clark
Parker W. Clary
Jordan Corcoran
Kennedy J. Cortes
Alexander J. Cosby
Grace K. Crothers**
Ryan L. Daines*
Dawson J. Danen
Zachary D. DeGarmo
Brooklyn K. DeMinter
Jessi L. Domurat*
Devon D. Edwards

Noah C. Elton
Nicholas P. Famolaro
Edward Z. Fausel
Sydney E. Fitzpatrick
Amber Floryance
Stephanie R. Franz
Daniel R. Fredrickson
Keller L. Frinzi
Michael Gao
Lillian A. Garrett
Katelyn R. Gebert*
Madeline M. Geszvain
Brady J. Glynn
Jackson T. Greenya
Jack E. Gumieny
Joshua A. Gutman
Aleksander C. Haeuser
Wyatt J. Handschke
Joshua L. Hannack
Maxwell M. Harcey~
Samuel G. Helland~
Brent D. Helsten
Keyser Helterbrand*
Matthew Herzog
Garrett T. Hinrichsen
Jacqueline L. Hinz
Peter J. Holdorf
Sophie W. Howard
Marisa C. Jirousek
Jessica C. Kesler**
Dustin P. King~
Koby N. Koistinen
Teagan Kotlowski
Jack R. Kreutzian*
Ryan Krueger

Hayden M. Krug
Ryan S. Kuesel
Matthew J. Langer
Matthew T. Leikness*
Hana R. Lockstein~
Tyler R. Loebel*~
Logan A. Manthey*
Adrian M. Marin
Jackson M. Mashak~
Josie D. McCann
Eleanna M. Meehan**
Maxwell D. Meleski
Mayson R. Metcalfe
Milos Miljkovic
Peyton D. Miller**
Dana Moore**
Madeline A. Moore*
Andrew J. Mueller
Lucas J. Mueller-Nelson
Benjamin T. Niebler
Nicholas R. Nielsen**
Dakota M. Nyberg
Ryan R. Olson
Zoie I. Pehler~
Connor J. Pendleton*
James P. Petersen, Jr
Huberto J. Platz~
Colton M. Quade
Emma G. Quilter
Haley K. Reed*
Kimberly A. Remschak*
Raymond P. Ripplinger*
Joseph A. Rosencrans**
Matthew A. Rutledge
Nolan W. Rux

Emma Saladis*
Jacob Schara
Connor R. Schultz
Dustin M. Schultz
John J. Schwalbach
Casey E. Schwartz
David J. Seamonson
Ryan A. Segebrecht
Jerome C. Servais
Wyatt O. Simon
Connor A. Smith
Jack M. Stelpflug*
Tyler C. Stoltenburg
Jaeden Stovall
Alex M. Strojny
Lydia A. Stumpf
Talon Suleski*
Carolyn R. Swift
Joshua T. Szeklinski
Rakesh Tadepalli
Jared R. Taylor
Marcos J. Temozihui Ramos
Christian L. Timmins
Jacob M. Trosclair
Payton L. Ulrich
Emily K. Van De Hey**
Steven G. Van Dis
Andrew Van Ert
Gabriel V. Vega*
Leah L. Wagner
Daniella T. Warner
Andrew W. Watson
Benjamin R. Winkler~
Jordan L. Wolter

Evan C. Gariepy** Marianna Lopez Jacob A. Scaffido
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*Commencement Honors      **Commencement Highest Honors      + Summer 2023      ~ Winter 2024      ~~ Spring 2024

Sydney Aiello
Risa E. Alcantar*
Ainsley M. Allan
Audrey J. Awe
Chloe N. Baldwin
Amarissa L. Bednar
Erik M. Berg~
Michael S. Bertoia
Alexa R. Boardman
Chris Boehmke
Maiya Brandt*
Jessica K. Burdette
Courtney N. Casper
Madison Clatch
Collin M. Clements*
Naomi G. Clendenning
Kaitlyn J. Coisman*
Lauren B. Cozy
Jenna L. Crook*
Caryn M. Daniels
Payton M. Danielson*
Aubree J. Danz-Fry*
Jermyn Daube
Joseph P. Daube
Mandela J. Deang
Taylor M. deDianous
Zachary J. DeGroot**
Shannon Q. Delphey
Nathan G. Doherty
Sophia D. Dougherty
Jonah M. Dux
Jacob M. Earll
Ash M. Eisen**

Emma R. Eslinger**
Stella K. Ewert**
Gracie G. Flicek*
Olivia Flom
Grace K. Gehrke**
Lindsey M. Grams*
Faith R. Grcic
Presleigh D. Hansen*
Madeline M. Harford*
Dylan Harnish**
Ciara E. Haws*
Alyxandra M. Holvick
Victoria E. Horman
Lily E. Jirikowic
Ellie M. Johnson
Vincent H. Joswiak
Sarah A. Jubeck*
Sophie D. Kabb
Margaret R. Kaiser
Marlayna G. Kavaloski**
Richard T. Knutson
Kayla R. Koepl
Max D. Kortenhof*
Madeline M. Krolow
Madelyn E. Krueger**
Janae E. LaFleur*
Noah Lamberty
Chloe M. Lappen
Marisa S. Larson~
Ka Z. Lee
Derek J. Lenz
Gabrielle A. Lewens*
Taylor M. Lewis

Caden N. Lien
Natasha N. Lindquist
Elizabeth C. Lipinski
Madelynn M. Logan**
Olivia I. Lorbiecki*
Cheyanne M. Markwardt*
Meaghan F. McCann
Anna E. McConahay
Natalie M. McDaniel
Leah E. McKelvey*
Michaela L. Medrano**
Alexis A. Misco*
Aaron B. Mitchell
Matthew H. Mulcahy
Ryann C. Mullins**
Gabriela Nelson**
Coral J. Neubauer
Madison M. Neumann**
Alexandra M. Norgord
Jaden M. Ocasio
Lauren E. Pagac
Sophia Dawn Picchiotti
Dakota W. Pickhard
Ashley R. Poirier
Quinn N. Prom
Luke A. Ramos
Kayla M. Rehnelt**
Kenzy L. Reilley
Paige C. Rhyner**
Patrick Richter
Madison F. Riddle
Emma N. Roehl**
Kylla C. Rubbelke

Amanda M. Ruchti*
Ryan C. Sailors
Katie M. Sartori**
Natalie A. Schisel
Cassy R. Schmitz**
Ella R. Schneider*
Cole N. Schoepp
Jessica D. Schwartz
Leah B. Sears
Cal T. Sebranek
Anika Shortreed
Cathryn M. Shupe
Abby Siakpere
Alex Soto
Amanda L. Staib
Liv Swanson*
Mackenzie R. Truttmann
Victoria L. Vaile*
Kelsey M. Wall
Breanna Weiland**
Olivia M. Wendt
Lily C. Wenzel*
Claire M. Weverstad
Meghan A. Wieczorek*
Rilee W. Wikan
Morell M. Wilde*
Ava C. Wille*
Savanna Witte
William F. Wood
Eleanor E. Wright
Ella R. Yost*
Kami S. Young*
Madelynn R. Ziegler

Christopher R. Aamodt
Cassidy B. Anderegg
Garrett Andersen
Amanda Argall*
Samantha J. Baker**
Leah K. Baranek
Ryan T. Bartol*
James R. Bartsch
Juelia G. Berger**
Madison M. Bill**
Olivia M. Bojesen**
Ashley V. Brinkmann
Benjamin J. Bronoski
Elise M. Brooks
Dawson R. Bublitz
Shannon N. Bucholtz*
Madeline C. Buck*
Sandra A. Bune*
Olivia R. Burke
Alex J. Cappel
Abigail M. Caputa**
Alyssa Chartier**
Blake R. Claxton
Noah M. Coleman
Kyle Comeau**
Caitlin M. Craft
Jacob R. Cramlet**
Abby L. DeMoe*
Austin R. Denotter, Jr
Caitlyn M. Doherty
Amber L. Duevel
Sara S. Duffy
Annabelle C. Durst
Haley A. Durst*
Joshua T. Eckerman
Laurena F. Erdman*
Allison L. Erickson

Carlos O. Esparza
Morgan M. Esser
Charles W. Ferm*
Krista M. Follingstad*
John I. Fox
Rebekah T. Friendshuh
Adam S. Gear
Nina N. Gerritson*
William W. Gleason
Marisa R. Goff
Maxwell W. Gonnion
Isabella Y. Graefe**
Sydney E. Halstead**
Liam Hannigan*
Austin K. Heim**
Taylor A. Helm
Evalyn M. Herzog
Alexander J. Hofer**
Anthony C. Hoff
Riley R. Holcomb**
Lauren N. Horst
Nicholas D. Horzewski**
Jack D. Hovland~
Jessica E. Jacque**
Maya C. Jahnke**
Abdullah M. Jandal
Izak T. Jensen*
Manigbe Kenneh
Peyton T. Kepler*
Jasper T. Kiefer
Carly E. King~
Leamae King*
Tyler M. Kisting
Kaylee Kleibor
Caleb J. Knoll
Anna E. Koblitz**
Brianne M. Korducki*

Alyssa Kosidowski
Anya E. Krawczyk
Luke D. Lampat~~ 
Jameson J. Langer, Jr**
Haley T. Lemberger**~~ 
Lauren G. LeTendre*
Nathaniel E. Lortscher
Nathan Lubinsky**
Ella T. Mack**
Amanda G. Martin*
Kaylie M. Marzofka**
Christina Massman**
Julia J. Mayer**
Joshua J. McGrath
Benjamin H. Metzdorf
Grace J. Meyer**
Toni O. Mortensen
Charlotte R. Moser**
Nolan Neururer
Yau Lim Ngian
Jenna E. Nichols**
Mikaila M. Olsen~~ 
Josi P. Orr
Megan J. Pauley
Sawyer Phillips
Adam J. Phippen
Dawson G. Pint
Lillie L. Pohjola**
Sophia M. Randall
Allison C. Redsten
Talya J. Reesman**
Abigayle L. Reith*
Isabelle C. Ricker**
Silas D. Rieman
Ethan J. Rindfleisch**
Jada M. Ritterling
Jaydin D. Romalia

Anna C. Rossner
Jessica A. Roush**
Tyler J. Rukamp*
Traeton A. Saint*
Connor E. Scanlan
Dryden J. Schaefer
Jardon T. Schlieckau
Rebecca D. Schoch**
Samantha M. Schork
Ashley M. Schrank*
Derek W. Schwarting**
Amanda A. Schwarz**
Gabrielle R. Shedlov~
Bryce P. Sitko
Abigail K. Skirmont**
Catherine G. Speckman**
Sierra R. Staus
Jack M. Strub
Olivia J. Taylor
Lawrence A. Thomas
Charles R. Van Norman
Kelsey E. Walther*
Adeline M. Walton**
Bridget E. Wermuth**
Ryan E. Wiedmer
Samantha G. Wiener*
Emmery C. Wilson*
Lauren K. Witucki
Vang Xiong
Taylor A. Young*
Benjamin S. Zahn
Simone M. Zautis*
Eric M. Zielinski
Taylor A. Zittel*

College of Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities College of Science and Health
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*Commencement Honors      **Commencement Highest Honors      + Summer 2023      ~ Winter 2024      ~~ Spring 2024

Psychology Program Honors

Presleigh D. Hansen* Katie M. Sartori** Ella R. Yost*

Math and Stats Program Honors

Charlotte R. Moser**

Microbiology
Tayler Farrington
Hannah M. Willingham~
Karly Yablonski

Microbiology: Clinical Microbiology 
Carissa J. Ahrenhoerster
Ava Gehrke
Arden N. Heath
Madison R. Moore

Occupational Therapy
Ashley A. Agrimson
Sarah Carlton
Brianna I. Carpenter
Cody Cline
Julia A. DeMain
Kyra S. Dokken
Emma Downs
Miranda R. Gajewski
Olivia Griesbach
Breana Haag
Emily Holzheimer
Katelyn N. Ihrke

Anna M. Kaminski
Amanda N. Klaeser
Alyssa Kliment
Brianna R. Krueger~
Renee S. Murphy
Madeline W. North
Rylee M. Petit
Isabella R. Ruetten
Alexa Schroeder
Havala L. Snyder
Jack R. Speckman
Hailey J. Struzynski
Alyssa L. Swenson
Maimee Vang

MASTER OF SOFTWARE  
ENGINEERING

Xiangyu Dai
Connor Ludwigson
Jacob T. McAllister
Seth M. Rasmusson
Michael Weisse
Annika Wille

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN EDUCATION

Educational Leadership 
Bridget Brockmann
Katherine E. Bullard
Luke Eide
Connor J. Kluge
Rachel E. Kopplin
Zachery Wallenfang
Hayley A. Wilhelmi

HONORS PROGRAM CANDIDATES

GRADUATE DEGREE CANDIDATES

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
Keyah Levy+
Sarah Snyder

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Biology
Vanessa K. Mbuyi

Biology: Aquatic Science 
Courtney N. Baker
Dustin B. McHenry
Patrik M. Perner
Nathan D. Schimanski

Biology: Environmental Science 
Kristen N. Baranowski
Dakota J. Villers

Clinical Exercise Physiology
Briley Frigerio
Marissa A. Immerfall
Alissa K. Koenke
Duresa Kumbi
Haley Lemke
Emma Malooly
Matthew Rebholz
Owen Winter
Lauren N. Zimmerman

Data Science 
Alexander S. Bohl
Zena Fantaye
Sean P. Finlon
Carlos Pacheco
Jacob Perkins
Dinesh Venugopalan
Stephen G. Vey, Jr

Exercise and Sport Science:  
Physical Education Teaching 

Hailey B. Clear
Sophia L. Cole

Healthcare Administration
Emmanuel Asamoah-Bekoe
Shannon L. de la Rosa
Annie Glasel
Amanda Glaser
Kaelin Grant
Ashley J. Heim+ 
Mai Doua Lor
Jane Names
Haylee K. Stachow
James E. Steinbach

Information Technology Management 
Elizabeth Garfoot+ 
Gary L. Hendrickson, Jr.+ 
Katie Herman 

Medical Dosimetry 
Kearla E. Bentz
Madeleine Booth
Joseph M. Bryant
Meshan Curry
Bryn E. Dahms
Jennifer DeWeese
Joshua C. Dutton
Kristen L. Eberhard
Ryann E. Edwards
Katelyn Fischer
Milica Ilic
Katelyn Knoepke
Alexander Mckennell
Jessalyn Mitchem
Ryan A. Monago
Nicole E. Peckham
Melissa L. Piercey
Sydney I. Raver
Kerry L. Shroyer
Stacey J. Song
Joseph L. Spencer
Martina Stewart
Amanda M. Tabar
Carlos D. Torres Teran
Hieu Tran
Jaclyn Wanie
Kathryn L. Williams
Allison Wright
Jacob D. Wudtke
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Amanda Tabar - A Case Study Comparing Radiation Treatment Times 
with Flattening Filter and Flattening Filter-Free Techniques for DIBH 
Lung Radiotherapy 

Carlos Torres Teran - A Case Study of Dosimetric Comparison Between 
3D Conformal Hybrid Arc and VMAT Techniques for Mediastinal 
Lung Cancer  

Hieu Tran - A Case Study Comparing Radiation Treatment Times with 
Flattening Filter and Flattening Filter-Free Techniques for DIBH Lung 
Radiotherapy  

Jaclyn Wanie - A Comparison of Respiratory Management Techniques 
During SBRT to Spare Healthy Liver Tissue

Katie Williams - A Dosimetric Comparison Between Simulation-Free, 
Emergent Heterotopic Ossification Radiotherapy Planning and 
Standard CT Radiotherapy Planning Methods

Allison Wright - Evaluation of Multiple VMAT Planning Techniques for 
Hippocampal Sparing Whole Brain Radiotherapy

Jacob Wudtke - A Comparison of Respiratory Management Techniques 
During SBRT to Spare Healthy Liver Tissue

Master of Science in Microbiology
Ava Gehrke - Identification and Characterization of Mutations in NmpR 

that Restore Type-IV Pili Dependent Motility in Myxococcus xanthus
Tayler Farrington - Fructose Dehydrogenase Characterization in the 

Pursuit of Creating a Fructose Biosensor
Karly Yablonski - Occurrence of Cyanobacteria and Cyanotoxin Genes 

in Lake Onalaska Compared to Nutrient Concentrations 

COLLEGE OF ARTS, SOCIAL SCIENCES, & HUMANITIES

Doctor of Education - Student Affairs Administration and Leadership
Keyah Levy - Hear Our Voices: Supporting Black Undergraduate Women 

in Cultural & Affinity-Based Student Organizations at Predominantly 
White Institutions of Postsecondary Education in the Midwestern 
United States

Sarah Snyder - Career Aspirations of Wisconsin Women Working in 
Student Affairs: The Effect of Demographic and Institutional Factors

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Master of Science in Biology
Courtney Baker - Prevalence of Microplastic Particles Ingested by 

Gizzard Shad Dorosoma cepedianum in the Upper Mississippi  
River System

Master of Science in Data Science
Zena Fantaye - Self-Attention Deep Multi-Instance Learning for Weakly-

Labeled Breast Ultrasound Image Classification  

Master of Science in Exercise and Sport Science:  
Physical Education Teaching
Sophia Cole - A Case Study of Physical Education Teacher Change in 

Attitudes Toward Social Emotional Learning Through Professional 
Development

Master of Science in Healthcare Administration
Emmanuel Asamoah-Bekoe - Improving Customer Service Satisfaction 

in American Lutheran Communities & Hillview Senior Living, 
Mondovi, WI

Annie Glasel - Provider Workforce Planning Process Improvement

Master of Science in Medical Dosimetry
Kearla Bentz - Evaluation of Multiple VMAT Planning Techniques for 

Hippocampal Sparing Whole Brain Radiotherapy
Madeleine Booth - An Introduction to Low Dose Radiation Therapy for 

Shoulder Osteoarthritis
Joseph Bryant - An Introduction to Low Dose Radiation Therapy for 

Shoulder Osteoarthritis
Meshan Curry - An Introduction to Low Dose Radiation Therapy for 

Shoulder Osteoarthritis
Bryn Dahms - A Comparison of VMAT Optimization Techniques 

to Evaluate Left Anterior Descending Artery Dose for Lung 
Radiotherapy

Jenn DeWeese - A Comparison of Single-Phase and Phase-Gated 
Average Verification Planning for Proton Radiotherapy 

Master of Science in Microbiology: Clinical Microbiology
Arden Heath - Characterization of Glucose Transport in  

Gluconobacter oxydans 

Master of Software Engineering
Jacob McAllister - Using Internet of Things and Data Analysis for 

Agriculture
Danny Pierce - Using Genetic Algorithms to Predict the Orbital 

Parameters of Exoplanets
Annika Wille - A Web Tool for Building Predictive Models for 

Alzheimer’s Disease

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Master of Science in Education
Professional Development: Educational Leadership (5051)
Katherine Bullard - Data-Driven Education: Is Data Worth the Hype?
Luke Eide - The Levels of Social Emotional Development Correlating  

to Students Meeting Grade-Level Requirements in Kindergarten 
Connor Kluge - The Impact of Learning Intentions and Success  

Criteria on Student Metacognition
Rachel Kopplin - The Effects of Honors Programming on 

Metacognition and Achievement 
Zachary Wallenfang - The Effect of Close Reading Strategies  

on Students 
Hayley Wilhelmi - The Effects of Teaching Strategies on  

Literary Analysis

Joshua Dutton - A Dosimetric Comparison Between Simulation-
Free, Emergent Heterotopic Ossification Radiotherapy Planning 
and Standard CT Radiotherapy Planning Methods

Kristen Eberhard - Evaluation of Multiple VMAT Planning 
Techniques for Hippocampal Sparing Whole Brain Radiotherapy

Ryann Edwards - A Comparison of Respiratory Motion Scan 
Sequences to Improve Cone Beam CT Shifts for Breast 
Radiotherapy

Kate Fischer - A Case Study Comparing Radiation Treatment Times 
with Flattening Filter and Flattening Filter-Free Techniques for 
DIBH Lung Radiotherapy 

Milica Ilic - A Comparison of Respiratory Motion Scan Sequences to 
Improve Cone Beam CT Shifts for Breast Radiotherapy

Katelyn Knoepke - A Comparison of Single-Phase and Phase-Gated 
Average Verification Planning for Proton Radiotherapy 

Margaret Koehn - A Comparison of Respiratory Management 
Techniques During SBRT to Spare Healthy Liver Tissue

Alexander Mckennel - Reducing Mean Heart Dose with Partial Arcs 
for Left-Sided Lung Tumors Treated with Stereotactic Body 
Radiation Therapy 

Jessalyn Mitchem - A Comparison of VMAT Optimization 
Techniques to Evaluate Left Anterior Descending Artery Dose for 
Lung Radiotherapy

Ryan Monago - Including Contralateral Esophagus and Left Anterior 
Descending Coronary Artery as Organs At Risk for VMAT Lung 
Cancer 

Nicole Peckham - A Case Study of Dosimetric Comparison Between 
3D Conformal Hybrid Arc and VMAT Techniques for Mediastinal 
Lung Cancer  

Melissa Piercey - Reducing Mean Heart Dose with Partial Arcs 
for Left-Sided Lung Tumors Treated with Stereotactic Body 
Radiation Therapy 

Sydney Raver - A Dosimetric Comparison Between Simulation-Free, 
Emergent Heterotopic Ossification Radiotherapy Planning and 
Standard CT Radiotherapy Planning Methods

Kerry Shroyer - Including Contralateral Esophagus and Left Anterior 
Descending Coronary Artery as Organs At Risk for VMAT Lung 
Cancer 

Stacey Song - A Case Study of Dosimetric Comparison Between 
3D Conformal Hybrid Arc and VMAT Techniques for Mediastinal 
Lung Cancer  

Joseph Spencer - A Comparison of Single-Phase and Phase-Gated 
Average Verification Planning for Proton Radiotherapy 

Martina Stewart - Reducing Mean Heart Dose with Partial Arcs 
for Left-Sided Lung Tumors Treated with Stereotactic Body 
Radiation Therapy 

Graduate Dissertation, Thesis, and Project Titles
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FIRST DESTINATION SURVEY 
Graduates, please tell us about your post-graduate career plans.   

Share the good news at 
www.uwlax.edu/commencement

The survey will take less than five minutes  
and is completely confidential.   

“We’ll hang the lantern in the old college  
tower over the south door. You won’t need  

a key - the door will be open.”
O.O. White, English Professor
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The Alma Mater

Morning sun greets many banners
On its westward way,
Fair to us above all others 
Waves maroon and gray.

Colors dear, flag we love
Float for aye;
Old La Crosse to thee,
May we all be ever loyal
To thy memory.


