
Understanding your W-2 Statement 

Compare the tax section of your last 2011  

earnings statement to your W-2 statement: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What do all of the box and codes mean? 
 Box 1: Wages, tips, other compensation 

 Federal Withholding Taxable Wages  

 Box 2: Federal income tax withheld 

 Federal Tax Withholding Amount 

 Box 3: Social Security Wages 

 Federal OASDI Taxable Wages  

 Box 4: Social Security Tax Withheld 

 Federal OASDI Taxable Withholding  

 Box 5: Medicare Wages and Tips 

 Federal Medicare Taxable Wages 

 Box 6: Medicare Tax Withheld 

 Federal Medicare Withholding  

 Box 10: Dependent Care Benefits 

 ERA Dependent Care 

 Box 14: Taxable Reimbursements and 
Before Tax Deductions 

 MOVE (moving expense), MEAL (travel 
expenses), TRANS (parking deductions), 
PRETAX (health, dental, WRS, etc.) 

 Box 16: State wages, tips, etc.  

 State Taxable Wages (YTD) 

 

 Box 17: State Income Tax 

 State Taxable Withholding  

 Box 12: Various Deduction Values 

 Box 12BB: Roth (after tax) 
Contributions to 403 (b) 

• T Rowe Price, TIAA CREF,  Lincoln, 
Fidelity, Dreyfus, Ameriprise 

 Box 12C: Group Term Life (Taxable 
State Group Life) 

• SGL Basic, SGL Basic A, SGL Sup. 
A,SGL Sup., SGL Additional   

 Box 12E: 403(b) Before Tax 

• T Rowe Price, TIAA CREF,  Lincoln, 
Fidelity, Dreyfus, Ameriprise 

 Box 12EE: Roth (after tax) 
Contributions to 457(b)  

• Wisconsin Deferred Comp (WDC) 

 Box 12G: 457(b) Before Tax 

• Wisconsin Deferred Comp (WDC) 

 Box 12P: Excludable Moving 
Expenses  

• Nontaxable Moving Expense (XME)

  

Compare  
YTD Wages and  
YTD Deductions 


