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1. Connect to Murphy Library’s web pages. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2. Connect to an EBSCOHost database such as ERIC 
(The exercises below are designed for ERIC but can be used with little 
modification for any EBSCOhost database) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What kind of articles did you find?  How many?  Are any of them available to read 
on the screen?  Are some of them available at Murphy Library?  

 Murphy Library 
Reference: 785-8508 

Mini-Exercises: 
EBSCOHost Search 
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3. Use the connector "AND" to get fewer results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Use the connector "OR" to get more results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Did you get too many articles? Too few?  If you found too many, try adding a third 
"and" phrase.  The more you “and” the less you find. 

Examples: 

"OR" allows you to use synonyms to find more articles.  Did you find too many 
articles with your "or" search?  How else can you find synonyms to use? 
 

Examples: 

1. Click on the  Advanced Search tab at the top of 
the screen to start a new search. 
Do a simple search for a single word or phrase 
(or use the same one as in exercise three. 
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5. Combine OR and AND using parentheses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Use TRUNCATION. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Examples 

Were your results what you expected?  What happens if you put the truncation 
symbol too far forward in a word?  Too far back? What problems can truncation cause?

Examples 



Murphy Library Spring, 2008 Page 14 

7. Limit to ERIC Journals. (Note: if you are searching a database other than  
      ERIC, instead of limiting to journals, find a limiter that makes sense for your specific search.) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 1. Start a new search at the Advanced Search screen. 
 2. Enter a search term or two. Do NOT run the search yet. 

3. Scroll down to the Limit your results area. 

Take a look at some of your results.  Can you see that they are articles in 
journals? What are some other meaningful ways in which you can limit your 
searches?   



Murphy Library Spring, 2008 Page 15 

8. Email citations and abstracts to yourself. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

9. Check the 
Periodicals 
Holdings Search to 
find out in which database a specific periodical is 
located 
 
 

 
 

3. Select E-mail 
 

1. At the Results List, add an article or two 
to your folder. 

3.     Enter the name of a periodical (not an 
article, not a subject, not an author). 

1. Go to the Murphy Library home page 

2. Click on the Folder has items link at the 
top right of the screen 

2.   Click on Find Periodicals and then 
Periodicals Holdings Search 




