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Library Building Project -
Progress Toward Ground Breaking

The architectural firm of Schute-Larson has been
working feverishly to prepare the bid documents for the
addition to Murphy Library since the Building
Commission approved the building concept and design
report in December, 1992.

The 7.6 million dollar project will add 40,000 square feet
to the present 77,000 square feet. The new addition will
be built in the parking lot to the north of the library.
The project will not only add more space to the facility
but it will feature major remodeling of existing areas in
the current building.

The center stairwell will be filled in and replaced with a
smaller stairway which will serve as a fire exit. The main
entrance will be closed and the current porch will
become a library classroom.

The new main entrance will be located between the
current building and the new addition. Circulation
services, reference, serials, special collections/ARC, and
the film library will be relocated.

Some

Ground breaking is scheduled for mid June.
remodeling will begin this summer, with the majority of
changes in the existing building taking place during the
fall semester, 1994. Barring any major delays, the project
should be completed in January, 1995.

Dale Montgomery
Director of Library and Media Services

LIBRARY RESOURCE CENTER
(LRC) PROJECT TIMELINE

Advertise for Bids March, 1993
Award Construction Contracts May, 1993
Break Ground June, 1993
Begin Major Remodeling Summer, 1993

Complete New Construction August, 1994

Begin Relocation of Library

Departments August, 1994
December, 1994

January, 1995

Complete Remodeling
Complete Project






department. The faculty liaison should monitor the
requests submitted by the members of each department
to ensure that the collection is balanced. We turn to the
liaison with questions on book orders, reports on the
status of the departmental library budget, and
information on important new publications. We hope
that, through the liaisomn, each department will
communicate matters which impact on the library and
collection development activities, such as new course
offerings, new faculty in the department, a shift in
emphasis in existing courses, etc.

The idea of a liaison is a relatively new concept in our
library’s interaction with departments and is still being
refined. For the library, having one person in each
department to turn to has been a positive experience.
We are always willing to accept suggestions for refining
the relationship.

Karin Sandvik
Acquisitions Librarian

The Area Research Center

One of the most interesting and least understood
resources in the library is the Area Research Center
collection. It is the only resident collection that is not
owned by the library - instead, it is owned by the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin and remains on
permanent loan to Murphy Library.

It is also part of a network of twelve Area Research
Centers, most of them located at UW campuses, with the
State Historical Society headquartersin Madison serving
as the thirteenth and lead center. These regional
repositories, most of them established during the 1960s,
hold manuscript and public record collections for their
own sections of the state.

In 1970, the Area Research Centers and the State
Historical Society held their first formal group meeting
at Murphy Library. Out of that event derived the
present UW System Archives Council, which oversees
policy and planning for the group. This Council has
taken a leadership role in archival matters, producing
several mission statement and standards documents that
serve as national models. Wisconsin had a state
historical society before it achieved statehood, and the
holdings of this agency are second only to the National
Archives in size. The regionally-appropriate holdings

became the basis for the Area Research Centers, which
now serve as "branches” of the Society.

Collections may be transferred from one center to
another so that researchers at or near one UW campus
may have access to the holdings of another, or to those
of the central archives in Madison. Several other states
have regional repositories similar to these in Wisconsin,
but this transfer process is unique in the U.S. These
archival materials must be hand-carried between centers.
Researchers must plan their requests to allow for
someone connected with the network to make the trip,
usually to Madison. The materials are carefully
inventoried and recorded on transfer forms which are
signed for at each stage of the transfer. Such precautions
serve to protect the physical safety of these materials
which are, after all, original and unique.

Borrowed materials are returned to their "home" center
when the user has finished with them, usually after a 90-
day period. Again, the return trip is carefully
documented for security purposes.

Examples of holdings in Murphy Library’s Area Research
Center include the records of the La Crosse County
Women’s Political Caucus, the John Manke blacksmith
shop and the Tillman Brothers Furniture and
Undertaking firm in La Crosse, the League of Women
Voters of La Crosse, the Katharine Martindale family,
the Black River Log Driving Company, the Hixon family,
and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
of La Crosse. Among public records, we hold such
collections as the city tax records for La Crosse, 1856-1918;
the Bounty Records for Predatory Animals, 1906-9; the
Records of the Supervisor of the Poor, 1877-1925; a La
Crosse County Sheriff’s Jail Register, 1872-1879; the
Police Court Criminal Dockets, 1862-1941; and Tax Sales
Records, 1916-1945.

We hold similar public and manuscript records for
Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe, Trempealeau, and Vernon
Counties, and can borrow such records for other
Wisconsin counties through the network system. These
records provide a rich primary source for many fields.
Students utilizing these materialsoften become fascinated
by primary research and produce papers of genuine
substance for future research as well as for class
assignments. Beyond obvious value for history students,
there is ample material for work in sociology, political
science, education, and other areas.



A Grant $eeker’s Guide

This January the Grants & Contracts Office, with the
Office of Provost/Vice Chancellor, sponsored a workshop
on grants given by Dr. Lynn Miner, Associate Dean &
Director of Research Support, Marquette University. In
his talk, Dr. Miner touched upon a number of key titles
used in identifying private, community, corporate and
federal funding sources. Many of these resources are
available in Murphy Library along with other titles which
outline the proposal writing process.

The online catalog will allow you track down titles
related to grant seeking. Knowing some of the relevant
subject headings will help. Try using "charitable uses,
trusts and foundations” or "endowments" or "fund raising"
or "research grants” or "proposal writing in [subject).”

The information which follows focuses on a select
number of key titles and online files used for grant
identification, the essential first step in the grant seeking
process. The information provided in the cited sources
typically includes foundation or grant mame, address,
phone number, officers/contact name in addition to other
categories indicated here.
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The Foundation Directory (Reference qAS 911 .A2 F77).
This directory lists the largest foundations (with $1
million or more in assets or annual giving of at least
$100,000), state by state and then alphabetically.

Financial data gives assets, total amount given and
number of grants along with the range and average of the
awards. For each foundation there is a statement of
purpose, activities, any limitations and brief application
information. An expanded version of The Foundation
Directory is available as an online file through the Dialog
service. A search of the online file includes foundations
with annual grant programs from $25,000 -$100,000. All
Dialog searches are conducted for a fee, and forms to
initiate a search are available at the Reference Desk.

The Foundation Grants Index (Reference qAS 911 .A2
F66). Here corporate, community and independent
granting agencies are listed by state, then alphabetically.
Each entry gives an itemized listing of the latest year’s
recipients with a short description of the project and the
amount of the award. The most recent edition gives
information on close to 60,000 grants given by over 800
foundations. This index is also available as a Dialog file.

Annual Register of Grant Support: A Directory of
Funding Sources(Reference qAS 911 .A2 A67). The
Register includes support provided by government
agencies as well as foundations and is arranged by broad
subject areas and disciplines (e.g. elementary and
secondary education; business and economics;
communications; chemistry). The entries are similar to
The Foundation Directory; financial data includes total
amount of support given, the average award, numbers of
awards (and number of applicants). Eligibility
requirements are given along with application
information.

Directory of Research Grants (Reference qLB 2338
.D57). DRG is arranged by grant titles. Each grant title

is given with the description, any requirements or
restrictions, application due date(s), total amount
awarded, average grant and sponsoring agency. The
online equivalent, GRANTS, is broader in scope,
encompassing Directory of Biomedical and Health Care

Grants as well as the Directory of Grants in the
Humanities.

Catalog of Federal Domestic_Assistance (Documents
Reference PR EX 2.20). Arranged by federal agency,
Catalog entries include authorization information,
program objectives, eligibility requirements and
restrictions, statement of the award process (with
deadlines), typical financial data, examples of funded
projects and criteria for selection. A sample entry is:
NEA Promotion of the Humanities--Summer Stipends.




