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I. CONTEXT AND NATURE OF VISIT
A. Purpose of Visit

An eleven member review team conducted a comprehensive evaluation of the University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse (UW-L) for continued institutional accreditation. The visit also included
review of a Change Request to offer a Doctor on Physical Therapy.

B. Organizational Context

UW-L was first accredited by the North Central Association in 1928, and the last
comprehensive visit was in 1996. UW-L has undergone several name and mission
changes: the institution was founded in 1909 as the State Normal School, La Crosse; in
1927 it became State Teachers College, La Crosse; in 1951 the name was changed to
Wisconsin State College, La Crosse; in 1964 it became Wisconsin State University, La
Crosse; and finally in 1972 it obtained its current name, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse.

UW-L is one of the eleven comprehensive universities in the University of Wisconsin
System, along with two Ph.D. granting universities and 13 two-year colleges. All of these
institutions are governed by the University of Wisconsin System’s 17-member Board of
Regents; each institution does not have its own separate governing board.

C. Unique Aspects of Visit

As part of the accreditation review, the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse submitted a
Change Request that involved the team’s focused review of the Doctor of Physical Therapy,
the institution’s first doctoral program.

A few months prior to the team visit, the Chancellor announced his resignation (effective
June 30, 2006) as he had been appointed President of another institution. The Provost had
been appointed Interim Chancellor and a former, retired administrator had been appointed
Interim Provost.

D. Sites or Branch Campuses Visited
The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse does not operate any off-campus sites.
E. Distance Education Reviewed

The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse offers a limited array of distance education courses
and programs. These include a consortium MBA program, a Medical Dosimetry certificate
program, collaborative language program, and a collaborative gerontology certificate
program. The university uses a system-wide platform for web-based learning. The team
reviewed materials associated with these programs and the technology support associated
with online education and met with individuals in-charge of distance education.

F. Interactions with Constituencies
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