CERTIFICATE PROGRAM REPORT

JULY 1, 2006 – JUNE 30, 2007
Autism Spectrum Disorders Certificate

The UW-L Office of Continuing Education working in cooperation with Chileda offers a 30-hour non-credit certificate in Autism Spectrum Disorders. The dramatic increase in the number of individuals diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders has led to a need for education for teachers, health and human service professionals, and parents.

Chileda, a residential treatment center for individuals with autism spectrum disorders, is a unique agency with a wealth of expertise in autism. Kirby Lentz, EdD, President of Chileda, and Diane Heitpas, MSE, Director of Special Education at Chileda, are the lead instructors for the program. Both Dr. Lentz and Ms. Heitpas have taught special education courses at UW-L as ad hoc instructors. There are nine additional instructors for the program, all of whom are employed by or are consultants to Chileda.  There is currently no dedicated set of courses on the UWL campus that deal with this subject matter.  In this way, the Autism Spectrum Disorders Certificate program fills a need.  
Program participants have routinely included K-12 classroom teachers, school psychologists, health and human service professionals from a variety of community agencies, and parents, extended family members and other caregivers of persons with autism spectrum disorders.  This year we hosted a group of five staff members of Youngnak Presbyterian Church of Los Angeles, a Korean-American congregation that serves a population of children with autism spectrum disorders.

The program is offered once per year in the summer.  Resources expended in offering this program include payment to instructors and CEE administrative fees, instructional materials for students, printing and mailing of promotional brochures and refreshments offered during the program.  Funds used to cover these expenses derive from registration fees.
In the past year 25 individuals have completed the Autism Spectrum Disorders Certificate. Since its inception in 2000, 194 individuals have completed the program. The most recent evaluation revealed a 4.68 rating out of a total of 5.00 for overall value of the program.  The scope and quality of information presented and the provision of useable strategies for individuals with autism ranked highest in participants’ evaluation. One individual from the California contingent stated that the primary reason for taking the workshop was to “gain more knowledge in this field to use for my kids in the ministry”.  Another participant said:  “You should be very proud of your work and efforts. You are influencing many more people than you’ll ever imagine. THANK YOU!!”  These comments are consistent with the typically high evaluations given to this program.  A summary of the most recent program evaluation is attached. 
Optional Credit Offering
Working with the UW-L Department of Educational Studies, an optional two-credit course has been offered for area educators and students in conjunction with the autism certificate program starting in the summer of 2004. Carol Angell, Educational Studies, is the lead instructor for SPE 475/575, Special Topics Seminar in Special Education. Dr. Angell has guided 43 individuals through the completion of the optional credit course. 
Distance Education Offering
We are investigating ways to make the Autism Spectrum Disorders Certificate Program available for students at a distance.  In the spring of 2006, CEE contracted with Eduventures to gather data on similar certificate programs currently available nationally, with particular emphasis on those certificate programs available online.  Eduventures research revealed eleven existing certificate programs in the field of autism.  Four of the eleven programs are offered in the Midwest, with the other seven spread across the country.  In addition, four of the eleven programs are offered online; however, none of the online programs originate in the Midwest.  CEE is currently exploring the feasibility of adapting the current certificate program to an online format.
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