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	Quicklinks at your fingertips!

Select which audience you belong to and we'll display quicklinks and announcements tailored to you.
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												Spread your wings as a UW-La Crosse Eagle!

												Experience the power of a UWL education through high-impact learning and life-long friendships, all while surrounded by the epic beauty of La Crosse. Follow your path. We’ll show you the way. 
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												You’re kind of a big deal!

												You’re part of a group of truly amazing people. At UWL, we are inspired every day by the driven, active and engaged students who make us so proud. That’s right, you’re amazing!
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												Here in La Crosse, people come together to work for the common good.

												At UWL, we live out the Wisconsin idea of public service and community engagement. We are proud to work with our many partners in La Crosse, giving back every day to a community that generously supports our teaching, learning and service mission.
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												The "La Crosse Experience" stays with you for a lifetime.

												UWL pride stays strong long after graduation! Stay connected with our beautiful campus and the faculty and friends who made your "La Crosse Experience" so special.
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												Experts. Scholars. Public servants. Community members.

												UWL consistently delivers a high-quality and life-changing experience. We’re able to do it because of you, our talented and dedicated faculty and staff. You are the reason for our excellence!
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	Earn your Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree at UW-La Crosse!
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DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY DEGREE
34 month program

EXEMPLARY PASS RATE
Recent Two-Year Average: 100% (Class of 2022 & 2023)

SMALL CLASS SIZES
Low student-faculty ratios for personalized feedback & relationships

HANDS-ON LEARNING
Throughout curriculum in coursework, labs, fieldwork, and clinic experiences

HEALTH SCIENCE CONSORTIUM
Inter-professional collaboration & research with health programs from local universities
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NATIONALLY ACCREDITED PROGRAM
The Doctor of Physical Therapy Program at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE). Review our program profile for more information!  

IMPRESSIVE EMPLOYMENT OUTLOOK
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of Physical Therapists is expected to grow 15% from 2022-2032, considerably faster than the national average for all occupations.  To learn more about the current employment outlook please visit – Bureau of Labor Statistics






				



			



		

	








	What is a physical therapist?






	
		

			

			

								
					
					

	When individuals are recovering from injury or disease, the physical therapist evaluates and directs the recovery process to relieve pain, make them stronger, and help them to regain use of an affected limb. Physical therapists also teach patients and their families what to do so that healing continues through self-care at home.

Physical therapy attempts to meet an individual's health goals, whether a patient's goal is walking without assistance or running a marathon. A physical therapist is an integral part of the health care team that makes these goals a reality.

Watch the video below to see how our UWL PT students make a difference in their patients' lives. 
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	PROGRAM INQUIRIES & APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
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				Peter Amann
			
			
				 Profile of Peter Amann
			

		
			Application Review Specialist
4033 Health Science Center
pamann@uwlax.edu

		

	






				



			



		

	








	

MEET OUR GRADUATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
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				Patrick Grabowski
			
			
				 Profile of Patrick Grabowski
			

		
			Associate Professor
4066 Health Science Center
pgrabowski@uwlax.edu
Specialty areas:
 Motor behavior, Orthopedics
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Dr. Kernozek named to governor's healthcare task force.

 

Interview with third year student Callie Pohlman, author of the article "Effects of Body Weight Support in Running on Achilles Tendon Loading" published in the International Journal of Sports Medicine.

 

Want less impact on joints?  UWL PT research shows a simple cue can make a big difference.

 

Alum provides care for theater productions in the United Kingdom.  Read more in the Campus Connection

 

Virtual rehab: UWL Physical Therapy Program embraces shift to telehealth.  Read more in the Campus Connection

 

Leaving a legacy: Family scholarship supports students overcoming adversity.  Thorman Family Pay It Forward Scholarship

 

UWL PT students create programming for people with progressive neurological diseases in unique community program.  To learn more please visit EXPAND Program Video

 

Led by Tom Kernozek, UW-La Crosse's physical therapy program a hotbed for scientific studies.  Read more at the La Crosse Tribune

 

The UW-La Crosse PT Program has been granted the maximum 10 years of accreditation.  Read more in Campus News

 

To learn about current continuing education opportunities offered through the PT program please visit Continuing Education

 

PT students motivate elementary school staff, help fill a health need 

 

Faculty member joins Parkinson’s Disease Foundation pilot program to help train future physical therapy leaders

 



		

	






	

		
				
					
			
				
					[image: UWL Alumnus Jacob Wudtke earned his undergraduate degree in Radiation Therapy and continued years later to pursue a graduate degree in Medical Dosimetry from UWL. Wudtke, now a medical dosimetrist, works at UW-Health in Madison. ]
				
			
			
                Life lessons from cancer care
                Posted 1:56 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024
				
					
						Alumnus Jacob Wudtke shares wisdom from caring for cancer patients 
					
				
				Read more about Life lessons from cancer care
			
				
				
					
			
				
					[image: UWL Professor Tom Kernozek, a leading expert on biomechanics and injury prevention, will share his expertise as a member of Gov. Tony Evers' Task Force on the Healthcare Workforce.]
				
			
			
                Serving the state
                Posted 1:25 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2024
				
					
						Kernozek, known for work in physical therapy, named to governor's healthcare task force
					
				
				Read more about Serving the state
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                Writing in health professions
                Posted 10:21 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2024
				
					
						Megan Litster shares about her writing life on the Write Here, Write Now blog
					
				
				Read more about Writing in health professions
			
				
				
					
			
				
					[image: UWL's Callie Pohlman was featured in Thieme Publishers' #Women in Medicine campaign on the strength of her research examining how body weight support can be used to reduce the load on the Achilles tendon while running.]
				
			
			
                Women in medicine
                Posted 2 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024
				
					
						Physical therapy doctoral student recognized for Achilles research
					
				
				Read more about Women in medicine
			
				
				
					
			
				
					[image: Fireworks during Riverfest at Riverside Park in La Crosse in 2022.]
				
			
			
                Reimagine New Year's resolutions
                Posted 2:59 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024
				
					
						Research insights from campus experts can supercharge 2024 goals 
					
				
				Read more about Reimagine New Year's resolutions
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