Therapeutic Recreation (TR) Student Guide
To Writing in the Major

1. What is “Writing in the Major”?

1.1 The University of Wisconsin – La Crosse requires either “writing emphasis” courses, or “writing in the major” in order to help prepare students to write well upon graduation.  The Therapeutic Recreation Major includes a “writing in the major” (WIMP) approach and TR students are not required to take writing emphasis courses as part of their general education requirements.

1.2 Good communication is critical within the profession of Therapeutic Recreation. Emphasis in most TR courses is placed on writing skills needed as an entry-level professional.  Faculty will use similar performance criteria to help you learn three skills as your progress through your coursework.

· Content (use of correct information; effective communication style)

· Organization (writing in a logical, sequential, clear manner)

· Mechanics (accuracy of grammar, spelling, formatting)
2. What are some examples of writing assignments and activities?

2.1 The Therapeutic Recreation Faculty identified five styles of writing that are commonly used in TR:  descriptive, reflective, analytical, evaluative, and creative writing.

2.2 Here are more specific descriptions for each of the five styles of writing:
Descriptive Writing:


The writer is an observer of events and circumstances. Questions such as who, what, where, when, why and how guide the writer’s inquiry.  Descriptions are written carefully so that the reader draws his or her own conclusions.

· The work has a clearly articulated purpose.
· Facts are presented to address the who, what, where, when, why, and how questions related to the topic.
· Ideas are clearly communicated.
· Grammar, spelling, and punctuation are correct throughout the paper.
· Example: Assignment in RTH 496 is writing a resume.
            Reflective Writing:



The writer may be an observer or an interested participant. 

             Experiences are reconsidered, mirrored, edited or interpreted. Reflective 

            writing demonstrates thoughts pondered long enough to form connections 

             and evidence of learning from experience. 

· There is a clear focus to the information in the document.

· Factual information is distinguished from opinions.

· The format follows a clear line of thinking.

· Authors make connections that reveal depth of thought.

· Headings are used to help the reader understand.

· Example: An Rth 326 assignment includes reflecting on
volunteer experiences.
          Analytical Writing


The writer focuses on specific dimensions or aspects of the topic under

            study. Attention is directed to possible relationships. Analytical writing often 

            begins with a problem that is not easily solved.

· The author demonstrates command of the subject matter.

· The writing follows the generally accepted format and standards for a

document of that type (e.g. goals, objectives, content, process, charting)

· The author demonstrates the ability to integrate content.

· Example: A RTH 456/556 assignment is writing a program plan.
           Evaluative Writing



The writer analyzes (takes apart) and synthesizes (integrates) information

            Either formatively or summatively. Events and circumstances are given a value.

· Evidence is presented to back up the value statements.

· Table and figures display information clearly.

· An adequate narrative elaborates on the tables and figures. 

· References are properly cited, according to APA style.

· Example: An RTH 476/576 assignment is writing progress notes.
           Creative Writing



The writer displays an openness to experience, a tolerance for ambiguity,

            and a childlike awareness. Creative writing implies playfulness, curiosity, 

            originality,  yet maintains professional content, good organization, and solid

            mechanics.

· Graphics are meaningful and connected to the text.

· Presentation is a cohesive display of text and graphics.

· Metaphors are used appropriately and effectively.

· Creative format enhances rather than detracts from the content.

· Documents are displayed with imagination and ingenuity.

· Example: An Rth 470/570 assignment includes the design of a benefits 
based flier.
3. What criteria will be used to evaluate student writing in the major?

Writing assignments for the “writing in the major” program vary by each course.  Each assignment will have specific criteria.  There are, however, criteria common to all formal writing assignments.  Each will be evaluated for: content, organization, and mechanics.  The Performance Levels  will include beginning, developing, accomplished, and exemplary. 
4. What kind of feedback or assistance will be provided?

4.1 Students will be provided a copy of the rubric. Instructors will use the rubric to provide feedback to students. 

4.2 Some of your assignments will be “writing to learn” assignments. An example of a writing to learn assignment is writing an ungraded progress note or writing a first draft of a resume.

4.3 Other assignments will be “formal writing” assignments.  In these, students are expected to demonstrate increasing competence such as citing literature appropriately.  

4.4 TR faculty expect you to take initiative to self-monitor and improve your writing skills. 

4.5 The UWL Writing Center (304 Carl Wimberly Hall) has walk-in hours and useful writing resources on their website (http://www.uwlax.edu/writingcenter/).

