In Support of a Comprehensive Review of UW System Financial Policy 50 to Fully Realize Student Shared Governance
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WHEREAS, UW System Financial Policy 50, hereafter referred to as “F50” is the major policy of UW System regarding segregated fees and their allocation at UW campuses; and
WHEREAS, F50 is a regulation of Wis. Stats. 36.09(3) and 36.09(5) which establish the powers, rights, and responsibilities of the Chancellors and students respectively; and
WHEREAS, F50 establishes that there is a classification of segregated fees referred to as “non-allocable” fees; and
WHEREAS, these include those fees “that are used to support long-term commitments for fixed financial obligations, ongoing operating costs of university owned or controlled buildings, and similar commitments for student unions, health centers, child care centers and recreational sports centers”; and
WHEREAS, according to Regent Policies F50 and 30-3, non-allocable designated segregated fees are set at the purview of the Chancellor in consultation with students; and
WHEREAS, Wis. Stats. 36.09(5) states that, “Students in consultation with the chancellor and subject to the final confirmation of the board shall have the responsibility for the disposition of those student fees which constitute substantial support for campus student activities;” and
WHEREAS, some of those services designated by F50 as non-allocable constitute substantial support for campus student activities and therefore should be set by students in consultation with the Chancellor and approved by the Board of Regents; and
WHEREAS, in light of significant segregated fee control issues at UW-Stevens Point, segregated fee control is due for a significant review; and
WHEREAS, in light of dwindling state support for the UW System, additional burdens are being placed on the student segregated fee for university services; and
WHEREAS, added demands on student fees should be made in accordance with statute and in the spirit of the proud tradition of student shared governance in Wisconsin;
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of United Council of UW Students calls for a comprehensive review of F50 that restores legal student control of all fees which constitute substantial support for campus student activities; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that United Council staff and students shall take action to enact a comprehensive F50 review and rewriting; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of United Council of UW Students calls on all student governments of the UW System to pass similar resolutions and message their resolution to United Council, UW System President Kevin Reilly, UW System General Counsel Tomas Stafford, Associate Vice President Freda Harris, Student Regent Troy Sherven, Student Regent Katherine Pointer and any local regents associated with their campus; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that upon passage the Chair of the Board transmit copies of this resolution to all UW System Student Representatives, UW System President Kevin Reilly, UW System General Counsel Tomas Stafford, Associate Vice President Freda Harris, Student Regent Troy Sherven, and Student Regent Katherine Pointer.
