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THE BRIDGE BETWEEN
YOU & YOUR CAMPUS




University of Wisconsin–La Crosse

Student association

235 Cartwright Center     1725 State Street     La Crosse, WI 54601     (608) 785-8717

Student Senate Agenda 

Date: November 2, 2011
Time and Location: 6:00 PM; Port O’ Call; Cartwright Center
I. Call to Order

a. 6:02 PM

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Agenda

a. McMullen/Couture

b. Motion to move new business line item B (SA1112-023 Resolution Nominating Provost Search and Screen Student Member) to consent agenda.
i. Passed.
c. Call to question.

d. Vote:

i. Passed.

V. Approval of Minutes

a. 10.26.11
b. Schoen/Couture

c. Call to question.

d. Vote:

i. Passed.

VI. Guest Speakers 

a. Chancellor Joe Gow

i. It’s a pleasure to be back with you!  I know you have been very busy, and we have too.  I told Jason [Krug] I would be happy to come and talk to you about anything you would like to discuss.
ii. Krug:  I brought Chancellor Gow in to introduce himself and to talk about the budget lapse, as well.  It is open to questions.

iii. Chancellor Gow:  I will say a bit about the budget lapse.  The state of Wisconsin needs to give money back as we are a state agency.  Of that $174 million dollars, our share would be 38%.  We were asked to submit plans by November 7th and it has caused concern because our share is so large.  We have been trying to say that we can pay that 38%, but it cannot be an ongoing thing.  You may ask what would the impact be on the students and I am happy to say it will have little impact because we are going to be able to utilize our carry-over and reserve money as well.  The challenge, in the public relations sense, is that if we can do this the public may see this as something we can do on a regular basis.  I am happy to answer any questions on that topic.
iv. Question and Answer Section:

1. Why were the technical schools considered above the UW system?
a. My guess is that they think about how this is going to be received.  I think they sense that the voters would be more sympathetic to K12 and technical schools.  We are delighted that they understand the importance of these educations, but we believe that they should extend this importance to the UW system.  It is hard to understand the logic of this.
2. Myhre:  You said it wouldn’t impact schools now, but if the reserves run out will that be affecting students?
a. We would have to cut into the actual operating budget of the university.  We would have to defer maintenance, equipment, travel, furniture, and open positions on campus.  The worst case would be layoffs and letting people go.  The capital side is entirely separate.
3. Reed:  Would the reserves be depleted if we pay the full amount out of them?

a. This lapse would be for both years of the biennium and it is a challenging thing because it is a temporary cut, but is for four years.  I was just talking to our admissions director and our applications that are in right now total about 400 more than we had last year at this time.  We are in a good position there, but the troublesome part is not this particular part, it is the trend.  If you have brothers or sisters, you might be like “yeah, back when I went to school the state actually helped”.
4. Rykal:  We could bring in more students to help offset the lack of funds, but isn’t there going to be a point where we can’t do this anymore?
a. We are right now, just about at optimal in size.  In the last few years we have worked to close the gap in class sizes.  We wouldn’t want to loose ground on that.  There is no silver bullet so to speak.
5. Krug:  Could you explain more about Growth, Quality, and Access for the Senators?

a. The tuition that you pay is usually about $1,000 more than what they pay at Oshkosh, Stevens Point, etc.  We added more faculty and staff positions to support the students.  If you want quality you have to pay a little more in tuition.  The great thing about that money is that it is fenced off and can’t be used for anything else.  Dr. Hitzel is one of the most talented Vice-Chancellors and he is really looking out for the university and can anticipate these things.
6. Ge:  Will the tuition increase again?
a. Right now the tuition is capped at a 5.5% increase for the next two years.  I think in the best interest of the university that there shouldn’t be a cap on tuition and that we should be able to decide.  We realize that students don’t mind paying more if you are giving them tangible benefits.  If we could maintain our state support we wouldn’t have to increase tuition at all.  When you take the 5.5% increase that generates about three million dollars.  When you hear about the high cost of public education it is because the state is disinvesting.  What we do here is an elitist thing because only 1 out of 4 people get a bachelor’s degree in Wisconsin.  We need to get more self reliance in order to be strong for the future.  Have you been talking about this building (Cartwright) and what we are going to do with it?  This is one of the biggest questions students are going to be posed with this year.  I hope that you will continue looking at the issues with this student center.
7. Where would those funds come from?

a. It would be a fee and it could be quite substantial like three to four hundred dollars more a year.  This fee would continue for multiple years after the building is constructed.  With Centennial Hall we got 38 million dollars from the state and we had to put in fees of our own and the Stadium was also built in this fashion.  The new parking ramp will be entirely paid on the fees that people pay to park.  Student buildings are paid for by student’s fees.  Cowley will also be renovated.  We have had an extraordinary run of facilities.  You visit other campuses; people make a judgment of the university on their buildings.  Also, on other campuses our bookstore is buried compared to where it is located on other campuses.  The foodservice too, we have to figure out where that will be.
8. Karlstrand:  When would the Cowley renovations be done?

a. Right now it is scheduled for a time span of 2013 to 2015.  We now are focusing on sustainability.
9. Nelson:  Can you talk a little bit on the voter ID law and what is going on with that?

a. We are very happy with the amount of students that vote on our campus.  Since they have passed a law that you need a special ID, so actually now we have learned the new requirements and are complying with them.  We will now be issuing all new voter ID cards and we would have them being dispersed at the card office.  We will provide money for this to make sure everyone can go out and vote.  You also see the signs now on the door regarding the new conceal carry law.

10. Chancellor Gow:  We are so delighted to have such a great Student Senate.  I am always happy to come in and I do answer my emails, so feel free to contact me.  All that you are doing to keep this university strong, you should be proud.

b. Gregory Reichert – Assistant Chancellor for University Advancement 

i. I’ll try and keep it brief, but I was here last year at about this time.  For you guys I have a few main things I oversee: marketing communications, Alumni Association, and the foundation for fundraising.  I have been here just a little over a year.  We are working on branding in the marketing office and we have some exciting things going on.  We decided to wrap up the Centennial campaign a bit early because we met our goals.  We wanted to look at what our priorities should be for the future.  One of the groups I wanted to talk to was students as far as priorities.  I will ask how this group would like to proceed.  There are a lot of things that go into campaigns and there is a lot of behind the scenes work.  We have to look at what is fundable and what is not.  Donors often don’t want to fund something that was just cut by the state.  We try to augment the budget and replace funds.  One thing, for instance, would be scholarships.  How many people get scholarships through the foundation?  A few; we would like everyone to be raising their hands eventually.  We have to think about what kinds of scholarships we want to open up to students as well.  Part of the information that we are trying to gather is what is available and what is out there now.  The last point I want to leave you with is that planning this campaign will be a challenge.  If we do a campaign that is endowment centered, we have to structure it very specifically.  There is the ability to do other options such as flexible endowments.  It’s a process that is going to take some time and have a lot to do with student.  I would love to have student feedback and would like to get a focus group together.  A lot of good work that needs to be done and it is fun.  Any questions?

ii. Wretcher:  Is there anyway to raise funds for the new student union building?
1. There are models for this and it is hard to raise money for those projects.  It would be challenging, but that is not to say that we couldn’t do it.
iii. Scheife:  Do you know how much money goes to UWL foundation for scholarships?
1. About $600,000 in scholarships, pretty good number.

VII. Officer Reports

a. President

i. We talked about United Council, so I thought I would give you an update.  With the fee raise, apparently it was approved over the summer and I was unable to locate any meeting minutes.  We are talking to United Council and I would like to make sure that we are being transparent especially on student fee raises.  Be prepared to hear more bad news in coming months, our administration is doing a great job though.  A few housekeeping things with the office, you need to return your own dishes and please pick up after yourself.  We are implementing the rule that Senators not be in the office past midnight if Jason and I aren’t there.  In the meantime, please let me know if you have any questions on how to write a resolution.
b. Vice-President

i. I will say that you should be prepared for good and bad things in the future.  With that, make sure you are going to your committees.  The real work is always done in the committee, if you are not showing up you are failing to have student representation.  If you have a conflict with the committee time, I will try to fix it.  Make sure that you are going to your committees. You guys did a great job tonight and you asked a lot of great questions to both the Chancellor and Assistant Chancellor Reichert.  Make sure you pick up your dishes; I don’t like the smell of old food.
c. Chief Financial Officer

i. Not much to report this week.  So far we have spent $9,097.15 of $48,484.00.  We are also able to print using our Student Association printer.  On Sunday, everyone will get free money regarding time as money because of daylight savings time.
d. Shared Governance Director 

i. Faculty Senate met on Thursday, Chancellor Gow came in to talk about the budget lapse.  The department of chemistry has asked to change their name and it will be now known as the department of chemistry and biochemistry.  On Friday, we went on the vision tour.  They are all private schools with very nice student centers.  We discussed the multiple networks that you can connect to in academic affairs.  The bandwidth of the university has been greatly increased over the summer.  Another issue is that they are trying to tackle wireless printers found in the residence halls.  Many computers try to connect to these and they are trying to address that issue.  They may also implement mini workshops that would show students how to connect to the wireless, use D2L, and WINGS.  Last year, there were a lot of issues brought to ITS during that week and that has gone down this year.  
e. Legislative Issues Director

i. There is a new link on WINGS that provides proof of residency.  We are hoping to set up printers in order to print these off.  The next big thing is related to education.  The government accountability board is holding a meeting regarding voter ID law.  We want to show that this bill has been an inconvenience.  Let me know if you would like to join me.  
f. Local Affairs:

i. City Council is looking to ban concealed carry in municipal buildings.  The Alternate Side Awareness Project is what I am working on.  I was thinking of doing windshield flyers, so that those parking will see that.  Let me know if you want to help out.
g. Gender Issues:

i. ATP have applications due on November 11th.  An encore performance is coming this week for that.
h. Environmental Sustainability:

i. Assessing the Green Fund and a year and a half ago we installed low flow shower heads in the residence halls.  Since then, water use dropped 26%.
i. Social Justice:
i. Talked about how we would like people to utilize MyOrgs site.  The new websites are coming, so look out for those.  Also we are looking to have MyOrgs organizations to have a general email account.

j. Public Relations:

i. If you want help with PR projects, utilize me, I would love that.  If you want anything listed (or unlisted) on the website let me know. 
VIII. RHAC Report

a. The main focus of our meeting last week was constitutional changes.  We have sent out all our grub tub envelopes to those on campus.  We also got to eat with Eric Schlauser before this.
IX. Advisor Reports

a. Union planning is going on tomorrow and we will be getting more details from Kindness then.  I’m seeing an awful lot of stress with midterms and things and please tell someone if someone needs to get the help they need.
X. Committee Reports

a. Zahn:  Capital building updates, system has given non-official consent to talk to contractors about Cowley project.  They are also looking at starting to update Wittich Hall.  A team came in to do some assessments and with the union we are still looking at costs.  Parking ramp will start this summer and end fall of 2013.  The Regents are proposing new scoreboards for us on campus.  UW-L is going to ask to restore the auditorium in Graff Main.  
b. Dodge:  Joint Planning and Budget, I thought I would give some details.  I can tell you that we are probably going to have to pay the amount that has been floating around.  There may be a hearing in the discrepancy in the lapse distribution.  In the proposal, he laid out the way things stand now.  We have to have a plan by November 7th.  We would take one million from both tuition reserve and carryover.  The rest of the money would come from our reserves depending on the high or low end.  It was put forward as the most prudent way of going about this.  It was voted and passed almost unanimously.  Please come to me with any questions.
c. Thomas:  The Library committee met and it was more getting used to it.

d. Nelson:  AIOC met and we are working on our budget that should come to Senate soon.
XI. Organizational Reports

a. Rykal:  The veteran’s organization is looking at running a flag football tournament.  It is slated for December 4th.
b. Roberts:  Men United Against Sexual Assault are selling “Consent is sexy.” shirts and they cost $11.

c. Motion to suspend the rule.

i. Reed/Ge

ii. Vote:

1. Passed. (Yes – 22, No – 0, Abstentions – 2)
d. Motion to reconsider F-50.

i. Nelson/Rykal
ii. Discussion:

1. Author’s Introduction:  After talking to a few student reps I would really like this body to support the review of F50.  I want everyone to take a closer look at this and I don’t want our Senate to look like we are not taking everything into account and take a closer look.  I would hate to have UW system spend time on it if they don’t necessarily need to.
2. Nelson:  The UW system has a lot of other things on their hands right now.

3. Rykal:  Is there any new information that has been brought to light?  If there is new information I would be in favor but if there is not, I question the reason for rediscussing.
a. President Heinze:  I don’t have any new figures, but when talking to some other student reps I got information from UC for a need to pass something like this.  F50 seems to be modeled with state statutes.  These resolutions are concentrating on campuses that have a poor history with student government.  Also, with JP&E I am not sure that it is prudent we look at F50 again.
4. Rykal:  I will vote to re-discuss this.
iii. Call to question.
iv. Vote:

1. Passed. (Yes – 15, No – 3, Abstention – 6)
XII. Consent Agenda 
a. SA1112-023 Resolution Nominating Provost Search and Screen Student Member

XIII. Unfinished Business
a. SA 1112-017: Resolution Supporting Reform of F-50
i. Rykal/Thomas

ii. Discussion:

1. Rykal:  I don’t like sending this because the wording of this.  It says oversight and it asks for them to review, excuse me, in consultation with the Chancellor. That really doesn’t make sense to ask for more of the same thing.  But to ask them to ask for more consultation is redundant.  I will be voting no.
2. Nelson:  Going off what Madisson has said, I feel different than I did last week in regards of what is going on.  I feel that this is not the appropriate time and it is something we can always bring up next year.
3. Couture:  Is there something specific that they were looking at or are they just planning on going over this again and what spurred this?
a. Krug:  A lot of the current UC leadership is from Stevens Point and they had some run-ins with their former Chancellor to start their own SUFAC without much student consultation.  This may have spurred this.
4. Motion to table this resolution for next week.
a. Nelson/Sopko

b. Vote:

i. Passed. (Abstentions – 3)
XIV. New Business
a. SA1112-022 Resolution Ratifying Student Representatives Constitution

i. Cloud/Reed

ii. Author’s Introduction:  There is kind of a long history with this and United Council is a separate entity of Student Reps and there was going to be a merger and now there is not.  Student Reps decided to take that out now that there is not going to be merger.
iii. Krug:  This is tangential to another issue we are dealing with and that there would be bondage between United Council and Student Reps.  

iv. Discussion:

1. None.

v. Call to question.
vi. Vote:

1. Passed. (Abstentions – 4)
XV. Discussion 
a. SA1112-024 Resolution Appointing United Council Review Task Force

i. Couture/Schoen

ii. Author’s Introduction:  As we have issues with United Council regarding dollar increases, we are going to setup a task force of four to five students that will hash out if we want to be a part of these organizations and the future that we want them to have.
iii. Discussion:

1. Slaby:  I am in support of this because with recent events regarding United Council increases and I would like to see us as students looking further into it.  I went to a USSA event and I saw good and bad from there.  We need to see if their vision is still in line with what UW-L wants.
2. Scheife:  How many mandatory refundable fees do we have?

a. I believe we have two.
3. Nelson:  I am in support of this document because it will form a group of looking into this or not.  This task force will do good for us.
4. Thomas:  I support this resolution because it is good to evaluate where we are in these organizations.
5. Schoen:  I support reviewing our situation with these organizations and it is important to reflect on these issues that have come up.  I think we need to at least review what is going on with our relationships.
iv. Motion to close discussion.

1. Couture/Cloud

2. Passed.
b. SA1112-025 Resolution Recommending Changes to Mandatory Refundable Fees

i. Couture/Schoen
ii. Author’s Introduction:  As I have said in a few meetings passed, I am part of a committee that is looking over how mandatory refundable fees work.  This is saying that we have several concerns regarding these fees.  There are some under the impression that is should go under the old student reps designation, others say it should stay as is.  I will direct your attention to this document because this is the bread and butter of mandatory fees.
iii. Reed:  I am strongly opposed to setting a two year maximum because of the problems we are facing with United Council.  I think leaving this flexibility is necessary.
1. Krug:  I will add that at the end of the document it states that forms be available online so that they are able to get back that money.
iv. Rykal:  I like putting more flexibility in the policy and I think that all students should be able to ask for their mandatory refundable fees back.
v. Reed: I really, really, really like this resolution and I think we add something about how students can get their money back for these fees.  I think we should educate the public.  I would like to add that when it comes up.
vi. Couture:  I do agree with making students aware, but along the same lines if we were to tell students that they have this ability they should know what United Council does.
vii. Motion to close discussion.

1. Holt/Rykal

2. Acclimation.

c. Establishing Faculty and Staff…

i. Author’s Introduction:  I was sitting down with a staff member and talking about all that they do on a daily basis.  I was really surprised we didn’t have a day that is in appreciation of our awesome faculty and staff.   With the budget issues, they have taken a hit and I would like to smooth over some of those tensions.
ii. Discussion:
1. Thomas:  I was bewildered that we didn’t have one.  I believe this a great idea.
2. Huisman: I’m sure that other orgs would love to pair up with this and support campus recognition.
3. Couture:  I would like that it be brought back to Senate once more plans are brought forward.

4. Schoen:  In high school we did this with our teachers and staff, we sent cards, did a breakfast and I think this is a great way to form a relationship with faculty and staff.
5. Slaby:  I was confused as to why we had an appreciation for someone like the ARMs, but did not have one for faculty and staff.
6. Scheife:  Do we have the faculty of the year type thing?
a. Krug:  RHAC does so a faculty of the year and Student Association does not.  We do an award for someone in the campus community or someone who has greatly benefited the campus community.
b. Huisman:  Halls have the opportunity to vote.

c. Heinze:  We can establish a committee that could look over this event, but as far as an award it would be a lot of work to create criteria and you don’t want to offend anyone.  We want to recognize faculty in conjunction with staff.
iii. Motion to close discussion.
1. Couture/Huisman

2. Acclimation.
XVI. Announcements

a. Schoen:  I have to flyers for the wheelchair basketball event and the forms are due on Friday.  Feel free to see me with questions.  
b. Heinze:  I forgot to mention with the appreciation day, if you want to add anything to the resolutions please let me know.
c. Kelm:  This Saturday there is an event called Touchdowns for Tatas and if you want to play or watch come talk to me afterwards.
d. Couture:  I am part of our campus’ radio station and we have open air times and you could talk to me and be one our lovely radio station hosts.
e. Reed:  I want to remind everyone that now is a key time to start forming teams for Relay for Life.  November 16th is the team captain meeting.
f. DeWayne:  Pork and vegetarian egg rolls sale.
g. Holen:  I am helping to make them and if you preorder I will give some extra love to your egg rolls.  You can contact DeWayne or me.

h. Dodge:  Social Dance Club, swing dancing (inaudible).
XVII. Adjournment

a. Scheife/Sopko
b. 8:39 PM (Abstention – Thomas)
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