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THE BRIDGE BETWEEN
YOU & YOUR CAMPUS




University of Wisconsin–La Crosse

Student association

235 Cartwright Center     1725 State Street     La Crosse, WI 54601     (608) 785-8717

Student Senate Agenda 

Date: November 9, 2011
Time and Location: 6:00 PM; Port O’ Call; Cartwright Center
I. Call to Order 
a. 6:03 PM

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Agenda

a. Schoen/Ge

b. Motion to move discussion line items a and b to the consent agenda.

i. Rykal/Slaby

ii. Vote:

1. Passed.
c. Motion to add SA1112-030 to discussion.

i. Rykal/Karlstrand
ii. Vote:

1. Passed.
d. Motion to approve agenda.

i. Call to question.

ii. Vote:

1. Passed. (Abstention – Thomas)

V. Approval of Minutes
a. Thomas/?
b. Motion rescinded.

c. 11.2.11
d. Motion to table the approval of the minutes.

i. Schoen/Long

ii. Vote:

1. Passed.

VI. Guest Speakers 

VII. Officer Reports

a. President

i. I met with the chief tech advisor because we had concerns about students not being given back their pay for print money.  They were very nice and receptive, but there is no automated platform to refund students.  Our system does not allow this refund to student accounts through the UW system.  Pay for print allows a max of $5 and if you want to get your money back it is a $5 fee.  The reason for the fee is because it is not automated, the business office would have to manually refund them.
b. Vice-President

i. There will be no meeting on November 23rd.  There has been some confusion as to my forms that are changing regarding office hours.  The column that says “in office hours” is the time and date that you spent in the Student Association office.  The “out office hours” are where you spent your other hour, say at a SAPA meeting.  Please be on time, it will lower my stress level so that we do not have to worry about not having quorum.  Be here on time!  Last thing, I heard that a number of you enjoyed my humor last meeting, don’t expect that again I am not a funny guy.
c. Chief Financial Officer

i. There is not much to report.  We spent about $400 on food service, travel, and supplies.  Tonight the organization grants and the capital fund requests will be in front of Senate.  Soon you will be seeing the allocable budget requests as well.  Please do some research on it before the next meeting and bring your comments.  Also, the gold price is increasing.  
d. Shared Governance Director 

i. I gave a report last week on what was talked about so I would like to invite someone into Senate to discuss more about what is changing technology wise and if your constituencies have any issues or questions.  If you have any interest in the trainings I am listing please let me know.  If you want to look at this list, please let me know.  Jason has shown us many times on how to get my contact information.  The Board of Regents meeting is going to be December 8th and 9th.  It sounds like it will be an overnight thing again.  I am also trying to set something up with the legislators in Madison.
e. Legislative Issues Director

i. We had an election this Tuesday and we posted some good numbers voting wise.  We doubled our numbers from the primaries.  November 30th, Jennifer Shilling will be here.  Jason and I traveled to Madison today to speak to them about the resolution we passed here in Senate.
f. Others

g. Local Affairs
i. MTU Board met on Monday night, there was a public hearing on proposed fee increases.  I have the document if you would like to see it, but as long as you have your student ID these changes will not affect you. You ride for free!  City Council and County Board are reviewing their budgets for the year, so that is what the City Council meeting will be about tomorrow night at 7:30.  The County Board meeting will be at 6:00p Monday night.  City Council went over preliminary budget discussions last night, and there was discussion about forming a new position called a City Administrator.  This position would be similar to the County Administrator position that is currently held by Steve O'Malley, they would serve as a full time adviser, and oversee all department heads, including recommending hirings and disciplinary actions when needed.  Dan Dodge and I met with our County Board Supervisor Karin Johnson yesterday.  Discussed UW-Extension, what it is and what they do.  
h. Public Relations:

i. Please send your office hours to Jason or I if you haven’t done so already.  I have been speaking with the Racquet about possibly having a column about Student Association.

i. Environmental Sustainability

i. I attended the conference that I spoke about last week.  Next semester, United Council will be hosting a conference on sustainability here at UW-L.  If you have any thoughts on workshops for that let me know.

j. Social Justice
i. No report.
k. Gender Issues

i. Next Monday at 5 PM there will be a speaker about cultural rights in 102 Wing.  Ally training will be next Monday at 7 pm in Cartwright. Also Awareness Through Performance applications are due on the 11th.  
VIII. RHAC Report

a. We sent multiple people to Ball State for a conference last week.  We are now focusing on the Winter Formal that has the theme of Masquerade.  “De-stress Before the Tests” will be held near semester exam time.
IX. Advisor Reports

X. Committee Reports

i. Wrencher:  Campus Climate Council met and there have been 15 hate incidents reported.  Financial Aid Director reported that there might be problems coming up with the qualifications for grants, such as the Pell Grant.  They are not taking money away, but instead changing their qualifications.  They will be removing subsidized loans for graduate students.  There is going to be a workshop in which they talk about it.  
ii. Slaby:  The HR Directors Search and Screen committee went through and conducted phone interviews for five hours yesterday.  The Academic Affairs committee heard from our four potential graduation speakers as well.
iii. Rykal: SUFAC met and approved the supplies and equipment requests aka one-shots.

XI. Organizational Reports
a. No reports.
XII. Consent Agenda
a. SA1112-027 Resolution Granting Organizational Status to the Table Top Gaming Club

b. SA1112-028 Resolution Granting Organizational Status to the Wisconsin Camps Organization

XIII. Unfinished Business
XIV. New Business
a. SA1112-024 Resolution Appointing United Council Review Task Force

i. Schoen/Slaby

ii. Author’s Introduction:  This is creating a task force and is very similar from last week.
iii. Discussion:
1. Rykal:  I think we should pass this because I really want to see what the committee has to say.
2. Slaby:  I would like to agree with a previous Senator stated and I believe it is always good to review things.  I think that as a school we want to move forward to have good relationships with these organizations.
3. Thomas:  Everyone knows where I stand on this and I believe that the committee is an excellent idea.
iv. Call to question.

v. Vote:

1. Passed. (Abstentions – Ge and Long)
b. SA1112-025 Resolution Recommending Changes to Mandatory Refundable Fees

i. Schoen/Slaby
ii. Author’s Introduction:  This is the same as it was last week and it is recommending changes to mandatory refundable fees.  It is something that needs to be looked at and to make sure that it is up to date with what students want.  The policy is currently being reviewed by a number of regents, chancellors, and UW students.  Some of the politics that are going on has been changing climates and I want to make sure that they know our thoughts.  It is important that we let them know what UW-L’s thoughts are on this.
iii. Nelson:  I don’t have any bad things to say about this resolution, but I think attention needs to be paid to how students can get their fees back.  I think a change in that policy would be helpful.  I support this resolution.
iv. Reed:  One thing that I think we should talk about is including something about educating the student population.  Before I was on Student Senate, I had no idea what mandatory refundable fees were.  I think that they should talk about the right way of going about receiving these fees back.
v. Motion to amend document as listed above by Reed.
1. Reed/Sopko
2. Discussion:
a. Nelson:  I like this amendment, but I am worried about how the UW system is going to deal with this.  From personal experience, I don’t recall ever being contacted by the UW system.
b. Sopko:  I think this is a good idea and that a link should be provided.
c. Niebur:  I agree with was a previous senator stated (inaudible).
d. ?:  I would like to echo what a previous senator stated and I think this amendment would help to educate students.
e. Nelson:  To go off my previous point, I think that maybe we should leave this in there and see what they do with it.
3. Call to question.
4. Vote:
a. Passed.
vi. Discussion of document as a whole.
1. None.
vii. Call to question.
viii. Vote:
1. Passed.
c. SA1112-026 Resolution Establishing Faculty and Staff Appreciation Day Sponsored By Student Association
i. Schoen/Couture

ii. Discussion:
1. Rykal:  I think it was stated last week that this is a really awesome idea.  Everyone was surprised that it was not implemented already and I will be supporting it.
iii. Call to question.

iv. Vote:

1. Passed by acclimation.

XV. Discussion 
a. SA1112-029 Resolution Approving Student Organizational Grants
i. Couture/Jadin

ii. Author’s Introduction:  This is the document that we will hopefully be approving for the organizational grants.  It took us a long time and we tried to be as fair as possible.  Our committee voted this on a whole as well.  We did not allocate all our money with the thought that we want to do a second round of grants in the spring.  The amount requested is the amount that the group asked our committee to allocate them.  The money they are given is what they must use it for.  The amount proposed is what we actual are planning on allocating them.
iii. Cloud:  The competition dance team, why weren’t they funded?
1. Scheife:  This was a controversial one.  In order to be given a grant, you must attend the student orgs meeting and they did not.  They did not try to contact us after we reached out to them.  We are going to recommend that they reapply in the spring.
iv. Cloud:  What was that money going to be used for?
1. They use it for competition entry fees.
v. Holen:  What do the Pro Life Students of La Crosse need money for?
1. Scheife:  They are going to a march in Washington D.C. and this is one of those cases where we can give money for travel.  They are doing some fundraising on their own, so this is only a small part of the necessary fees for that trip.
vi. Holen:  What is SPILL requesting for?
1. They are hosting a De-stress Day coming up and they will affect a lot of students on campus with their outreach programs in the future.
vii. Holen:  Is the group the Pro Life Students of La Crosse for only UW-La Crosse students?
1. I believe that it is for all students of La Crosse.  They are trying to send 10 people to this march and all are UW-L students.
viii. Sopko:  I wanted to know where the guidelines are posted for these grants?
1. Scheife:  They are given guidance at the all orgs meetings and they also are able to ask their advisors for help in this process.  I was elected chair after all of these were filled out, so I am not completed positive where the document to fill out is posted.
ix. Rykal:  Was viewpoint neutrality used at the utmost?
1. Scheife:  We tried to be as viewpoint neutral as possible and we knocked down travel $200 across the board.  We also realized that UW-L students will benefit more from some organizations receiving these grants.
x. Ge:  I was wondering why Students for a Free Tibet were allowed this money?
1. Scheife:  They are a new student org and for them to get their bearings we tried to accommodate them as much as possible because they do not have a lot of their fundraising yet.
xi. Ge:  Why did Chinese Students and Scholars get that amount?
1. We decided to sponsor only one of their three events.
xii. Karlstrand:  I thought you couldn’t take into account the amount of students with viewpoint neutrality?
1. Dr. Ringgenberg:  Strict viewpoint neutrality would not include this, but I will speak to Kaye Schendel.
xiii. Nelson:  I was wondering if since these groups were funded at a lower amount, will they still be able to follow through on these activities?
1. Scheife:  We tried to take into account the amount of money they would need and I believe they all will be able to.
xiv. Nelson:  If the event that the grant is being used for falls through what happens?
1. Scheife:  (Inaudible).
xv. Niebur:  Was it taken into consideration that the competition dance team performs at UW-L team events?
1. Scheife: Since their request was for strictly competition we took into account what the money we would be allocating them would be used for.
xvi. Cloud:  Do they account for the money that we give them?
1. Yes, they must consult their advisor.
xvii. Rykal:  Were there any who did not attend the all org meeting that were funded?
1. No.
xviii. Niebur:  When was the all orgs meeting?  Were all of the organizations, even Free Tibet in attendance?
1. The meeting was September 29th, 2011 and I don’t think that Students for Free Tibet were able to attend because they were not a recognized student organization at that time.
xix. Ge:  The Chinese Student organization was not funded their first year.
xx. Motion to close discussion.

1. Rykal/Sopko

2. Passed.

b. SA1112-030

i. Schoen/Couture
ii. Author’s Introduction:  The resolution is a technicality; the spreadsheet is the most important part.  In the first column is how much they requested, second column is the sub-committee approval, and the third column is what SUFAC actual approved.  The Archery Club request is in red because the math did not add up.  The two that were not funded were the Archery Club and the Triathlon Club.  We rounded up to the next available figure.
iii. Slaby:  Why are we funding another mascot?
1. Niebur:  The mascot that we currently have is going on eleven years in age.  The average life of a mascot is 5-7 years.  It is in disrepair and since it is the face of our university we should have a proper mascot.  Also, a student became ill from wearing the mascot costume last year.
iv. Motion to close discussion.
1. Karlstrand/Joers
2. Passed. (2 Abstentions)
XVI. Announcements

a. Zahn:  The Board of Regents, please let me know if you are interested by next week.  
b. Kelm:  I am in a communication class that is working on a campaign and it is celebrating the acceptance of yourself and other people’s differences.  Search it on Facebook, This is Me [Exposed].
c. Boerschinger:  Eagle Maroon is doing its first event and they are hiding four items.  They are Kool-aid containers that you have to find and they will have awesome prizes.  It is on Facebook titled It’s Out There.
d. Ge:  There is a flyer that is being passed around and the International Students will be cooking in Valhalla from 5-7 PM.  There are twelve dishes and you have to buy tickets.  Please come early!
e. Holen:  Egg rolls are for sale!  If you want to know how to make them, contact or email me.
f. Krug:  We had Greg Reichert come in and we need five people to serve on the committee, any takers?
XVII. Adjournment

a. Slaby/Long
b. 7:32 PM
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