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University of Wisconsin–La Crosse

Student association

235 Cartwright Center     1725 State Street     La Crosse, WI 54601     (608) 785-8717

Student Senate Agenda 

Date: November 30, 2011
Time and Location: 6:00 PM; Port O’ Call; Cartwright Center
I. Call to Order

a. 6:07 PM

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Agenda

a. Slaby/Ge

b. Motion to add a non-action item into discussion regarding the course catalog.
i. Sopko/Ge

ii. Vote:

1. Passes.
c. Motion to move line item c to consent agenda.

i. Ge/Sprangers

ii. Vote:

1. Fails. (Abstentions – 2)

d. Motion to move line item a of new business into the consent agenda.

i. Schoen/Holt

ii. Vote:

1. Passes. (Abstentions – 1)

e. Call to question.

f. Vote:

i. Passes.

V. Approval of Minutes

a. 11.16.11
b. Schoen/Jadin

c. Call to question.
d. Vote:

i. Passes.
VI. Guest Speakers
a. State Senator Jennifer Shilling
i. Good evening, it’s always nice to be back on campus.  I was once here myself on the five year plan.  I’ve always had very fond memories of my time here on campus.  I have worked with many administration members from UW-L and I enjoy being a presence involved with higher education.  My husband and I live very close, on Main Street, along with our children.  This year we have seen a year of divide in Wisconsin and almost a toxic presence in the legislature.  I am eager to be the state senator.  One committee I felt strongly about serving on was the Higher Education committee.  I also serve on the Economic Development and Veterans Affairs committee and the Public Health committee as well.  
ii. One issue that has seen a lot of publicity is voter ID.  I believe that it disenfranchises students and the elderly.  It was signed into law and their will be full implementation next year.  We will come to see what will be accepted under this law.  There are a few cases against voter ID and I think that if there are situations on campus.  You should bring those concerns to the county clerk.  At a meeting with some poll workers, they said that the students that had some questions and she was impressed with the chain of command. The poll worker was very complementary of the students working the polls.  I think that relationship is very important.  Another issue is due to residency.  As we move into elections, I think there will be many questions that arise because of that.  We will have to work through those bugs.  I know you are probably working closely with Chancellor Gow about the new ID cards.  I would urge you to continue to stay updated on this.  
iii. Another hot topic has been the budget and the budget lapses.  It was asked that the UW system take a large cut and this was on the higher side than when the budget was unveiled.  Student financial aid was also frozen.  One issue is that we always look to fully fund the Veterans Admission Remission Program and that has not happened in the last few years.  In this budget, the GI bill was not fully funded.  The cost is then shifted to students and campuses throughout the system.  We need to keep an eye on this and do better.  About a month ago there was a memo that the UW system needed to do some more budgeting and the UW system was asked to be responsible for 65 million dollars.  System has identified that it is approximately 38% of the total lapse.  The UW system is being asked to shoulder a larger and larger amount of these cuts as well.  There is a task force that has been appointed to look at the UW system and report back with flexibilities.  The legislature has allowed them an extra year to work on this.  Representative Doyle will serve on this committee and I would urge you to have him speak with this group.  
iv. We wrapped up with our special session on jobs.  There may be some deals made at the end of the year.  There was a lot of hype about that session and I believe that we could have done better in this session.  None of the democratic bills passed and a lot of the bills we dealt with were some tax credits and road regulations.  They talked about the skills gap and as we look at our technical schools and four-year colleges we notice the huge cuts that they are facing.  It was a mixed bag on some of the things that we passed in that session.  As we move forward, I don’t think that you will see a lot of action on bills because it is tough to work in the building with all that is happening on the outside.  I am honored to be your state senator and look forward to traveling in these areas.  I look forward to a steep learning curve, but also look forward to traveling.  Any questions?
v. Holen:  Could you talk about any of these bills like the Ten Year Bill regarding environmental effects?
1. I don’t know much about the mining bill as it moves forward.  I think there are some concerns about permitting that mine up there and the effects it will have on the environment.  I am not sure what the timeline is up north on that mine.  There have been a lot of concerns environmentally with setting up rules.  I’ll have to follow up on some of those bills.  I think the Senate side is taking its time because of these concerns.
vi. Nelson:  Could you talk a little about the mine around here?

1. Sure, there have been one or two companies that have been prospecting about a sand mine.  We have very strong zoning laws here.  At our hearing there were a lot of concerns about how large it would be and where these resources would be going.  The sand is very round, pristine, and valuable.  The concern would be the number of trucks that would be traveling, the wear and tear on our roads, and the value of land around that area.  This something that is a local issue and there will be an all day conference in Eau Claire tomorrow to learn more about these mines.  We will see more of this pop up around the state.  Neighbors were understandably concerned about well and air quality as well.  There are jobs that would come along with this.  There is still much learning to do about this.  Again, the two companies are still in the prospecting phase.
vii. Niebur:  I was wondering if you could talk about the cuts regarding K-12?

1. Morale is not great with our teachers and faculty right now because of the hiring process coming to a slow place.  That money is more than troubling to me because it is true that today’s students are tomorrow’s workforce.  They have let teachers go and cut co-curriculars.  It is important to have a well-rounded education.  I think we will see more pain and ramifications next year with this budget.  I come from a family of educators and I know the value of quality teachers.  It is a tough time right now with a lot of families.  

viii. Dodge:  Do you know anything about Madison being pushed into becoming its own private institution?
1. That is probably not going to fly and I think that we are a stronger system when we are linked.  I don’t think that that is something that the committee really has an appetite for.

ix. Rykal:  I have heard that a couple of Senators wanted to reassess the GI bill, I was wondering what your thoughts are on this?
1. I think that it is always healthy to look at these programs to see if we see the utilization.  It is important to make sure that these students are receiving this funding.  I think we will see more and more students on campus that are veterans and will be utilizing the tuition remission program.  I think they will be taking advantage of new skills and education.
x. Nelson:  Could you talk a bit about the high speed train?

1. I believe that was a missed opportunity.  I find it hard to believe that the administration and federal transportation would want to get more studies on this.  If it does go through Winona, we could see some benefits in parts of Wisconsin.  It’s still exciting to think that it could be coming to the border of Wisconsin.
xi. Niebur:  I was wondering if you had any thoughts on the changes regarding sexual education in schools?
1. I support these programs being age appropriate and educational.  I think it is a step backwards with what they are trying to do.  I grew up the oldest of three girls and you just knew when those discussions were coming.  I think it is regrettable and a step back.  I think that having it be abstinence based is unrealistic.

xii. Dodge:  If the bill about farm subsidies goes through what would be the effects?
1. As far as some of the subsidies, those are generally at the federal level and farm families were finding it tough to get some of those loans. (Inaudible)
b. Student Union Finance

i. This year we wanted to be engaged with the campus community and how they view the idea about a new student center.  (Please refer to PowerPoint.)
ii. These ideas are just a draft of the options and we really want input.  It is time for the Cartwright Center to receive a makeover.
iii. Questions and Concerns:

1. Nelson: How long would the timeframe last on the new building?
a. 50 to 100 years.

2. Vo:  With the seg fee increase would that (inaudible)?

a. Right now you are paying about $1,000 in seg fees.  We propose that the fees be held at a certain amount.  We have to be mindful that students have only so much in their pockets.  This is not beyond the threshold.  FY 2016 marks when construction would be complete.
3. If we went with option number one, how long would that last with renovations?
a. About 15 to 20 years.  We would be very lucky with those numbers with how the designs work.

4. Long:  What are the particulars with the Cowley renovations?
a. The second phase would be to renovate and make it mostly all laboratories.  The other labs will turn into teaching spaces.  There is a plan to keep the existing classrooms.
5. Joers:  If the new union were built what would this building become?

a. The building would undergo demolition and then green space would be added here.  East Avenue would then come all the way through campus.
6. Dodge:  Would the $20 be in line with previous finance plans?
a. The bump up would be in line and we know it is not cheap to go to college.  The thought is to manage all the other programs and leave it at $20.
7. Dodge:  My concern is that students will be paying different amounts.
a. We certainly could alter these numbers.  If you live in a residence hall we know we have increased these fees and we have increased costs all over campus.  We have to hear from you what student concerns are.  The students who will be here later will always be paying more than you have.
8. Reed:  I do see that it might be beneficial to do a small step up; the students that pay it now won’t be seeing the new student union.  I prefer the larger step because those paying it would be using the facility.
9. Dr. Knudson:  It is a balancing act.
10. Thomas:  Can we get rid of the renovation option?
a. If we didn’t put it up, it would not be being fully honest.
11. Heinze:  Could you talk a little about the LEED certification?
a. It is following all the environmental standards and it does cost more but it would move toward sustainability.  It changes the design elements and to make it respond to certain status stipulations.  It does come at a cost.
12. Rykal:  Is there any idea where the bookstore and dining facilities would be?
a. Part of the building would have to be closed during this time.  I would envision going into the Mitchell parking lot and the structure would essentially be a plywood building for dining and the bookstore.
13. Nelson:  Would the students see lower operating costs due to LEED certification?
a. To be honest, I do not think you will see lower costs.  It is more good citizenship and the costs do come along with it.  We are going to design a building that is environmentally friendly and to have it perform within those LEED standards.  It is about getting efficiencies and holding them to that standard.
iv. Dr. Hetzel:
1. How do we start that dialogue with a larger student population?

a. Sprangers:  Many students are not aware of the problems in Cartwright.  I would maybe hold a forum or bring it up on the screens in Centennial.
2. Heinze:  I met with Abby and Jason and we have talked about what we can do.  The Cartwright Campaign would start after winter break.  We would like to get as many students as we can talking about this new student center.  We are in the process of getting everything together.
3. Myhre:  I would suggest having the residence halls know about this and to spread the word.  Many halls have leadership teams and what not that I am sure would spread this knowledge along.

4. Dodge:  I think continuing to allow the students to decide some things on the plans and make them feel like their ideas are being taken into consideration would be a great tactic.
v. Nelson:  Would the road definitely happen or is that something we can discuss?

1. The city will not vacate East Avenue and the neighborhood needs access to La Crosse Street.  It is important that they have access through the campus.  The master plan is approved by the city as well.
vi. Nelson:  I have heard some concerns about that street becoming very busy.

1. Many of these streets have been shaped in a certain way in order to calm traffic.
vii. Reed:  What kind of say do the students have on that road?
1. We cannot put crosswalks there because the city controls those roads and the traffic. 
viii. Dodge:  It seems like the master plan is based around the idea of making a new union and if we decide to renovate Cartwright how much would that disrupt the master plan?
1. These engineers have big visions and they are able to project what is necessary to happen in the future.  They know that by renovating this building it will add a few years, but it would just kick the plan down the road.
ix. Reed:  How many more years do we have to pay off these fees?

1. At 2015.

x. Nelson:  I know there was talk about moving Whitney into the new student center, does that hold true?
1. We decided against that because it is a lot of money.  It also would serve a different function.
xi. Cloud:  I wanted to touch on the issue of there being so many people in Whitney.  Lines can sometimes be down the stairs.
VII. Officer Reports

a. President

i. I sent everyone an email regarding members to serve on the UC task force.  It will be a very casual get together and it will not be a very formal meeting structure.  A few fun things, we were talking about doing a holiday picture and maybe we could give all the senators one.  We were thinking about maybe doing an e-card.  Also, a few things that are coming up are Student Reps.  There will be a UC conference on Saturday and Sunday.  We will give you an overview of what we learned.  We need to begin thinking about getting students to vote.  Also, SOS (Safety on Our Sidewalks) was a program that was brought up a few years ago and I thought these t-shirts were cute and that we have entire bins of shirts, flashlights, and such.  If these inspire you, please let me know.
b. Vice-President

i. No report.
c. Chief Financial Officer

i. So there is not much expenditure coming in right now.  We have about $4,500 for travel still.  This week we will have discussion about the allocable budgets.  Seg fees are where students have the most say.  We do have to use viewpoint neutrality with these funds.  
d. Shared Governance Director 

i. The only thing I have this week is a reminder that anyone who wants to go to the Board of Regents meeting let me know tonight.  With Leg Affairs, our four year timeline will be reviewing bylaws for the Election Commission, Community Enrichment, and Student Services and Buildings committees.  Heads up that that will be coming.
e. Legislative Issues Director

i. I wanted to thank everyone for being a good crowd for Jennifer Shilling tonight.  Another reminder that representative Doyle will be here next week and to think of questions.  The Super Committee failed to reach a deal before Thanksgiving, but they are working on other plans.
f. Local Affairs

i. City administration position has had talks.  The County Board is having an open forum about the sand mine.  It is at 6 PM next Monday.
g. Social Justice

i. There have been a lot of hate incidents that happened on this campus.  We are discussing about how we want to relay these issues to students.  There was an incident in Eagle Hall.  We are trying to meet with hall directors to discuss ways that they can better send out the message.  We are up to about 21 hate incidents on this campus and I have a feeling that these may continue.  I plan to continue to let you know about these incidents.

h. Public Relations

i. We are looking to do Holiday cards and that everyone will get one each.  There is a sign-up sheet and if you could write an email address to who you would like to send it.  I would like to introduce Julia, she is our representative at the Racquet right now.  If anyone is interested in writing for the Racquet, please let me know.  We want to make sure students know exactly what we are doing.  If you are interested, let me know.  I was also talking about having a Student Senate slide in Centennial each week.  I plan to start up a Facebook group to start a forum.  I will be trying to add you all.
i. Gender Issues

i. I will be doing a film showing next week and it is titled The Price of Pleasure at 7 PM on Monday in Centennial and then Tuesday in the Hall of Nations.  It is an hour long and addresses issues of pornography.  I am hoping that everyone that comes can stay for the discussion.  The Violence Prevention Office is looking to set guidelines about how to go about it in an educational manner.
j. Environmental Sustainability
i. February 24th is when Green Fund Applications are due.  One of the projects in the past was the low flow shower heads. 
k. Others

VIII. RHAC Report

a. NCC Elect Application is underway.  If you know anyone who is interested, let me know.  There was also a discussion on the Reuter Gender Neutral Housing.
IX. Advisor Reports

a. Some of you may have seen us today because today was the Dining Service Vending conference.  There were seven companies that showed up for this.  We have had two candidates on campus so far regarding the Human Resources Search and Screen.
X. Committee Reports

a. Thomas:  Academic Initiatives Stipend committee met and had a pretty easy meeting.

b. Rykal:  SUFAC met Monday and you will be hearing all about this in a little while.  We have spots open on our committee so please let me know if you are interested.
c. Thomas:  The Library committee met as well and we discussed a Digital Collection/Repository Position Search and Screen.
XI. Organizational Reports

a. Holt:  Tomorrow we have AIDS day in Cartwright.  We will be doing free testing and then offering refreshments in a different room.  Please join us!
XII. Consent Agenda 
a. SA1112-031: Resolution Requesting the Lowering of the Age of Mentees Allowed to Use the REC for UW-L Student Mentors.

XIII. Unfinished Business
XIV. New Business
XV. Discussion 
a. SA1112-034: Resolution Approving Segregated Fee Allocable Budget

i. ?/Schoen

ii. Author’s Introduction:  For the last few weeks, SUFAC has been discussing the allocable budget for FY 2013.  We sent an email that suggested around a 2.51% increase.  The requested amount ranged.  We went through and had budget hearings with each account member.  We also brought in the chairs of the sub-committees.  We have put a lot of time and effort into this.  (Explains allocable budget spreadsheet.)  To follow viewpoint neutrality, we basically funded most of these accounts at 2.51%.  A few things I want to bring up are the Racquet because if you have a negative carryover you are not allowed to ask for an increase the following year because of our bylaws.  I want to add that as the SUFAC chair, I feel this is one of the more important things that SUFAC deals with.
iii. Jadin:  Did LGBT have a deficit from last budget?

1. As with carryovers, we absorbed their debt because the circumstances.  Their special situation was that one of the students at the university was given a grant or scholarship that ended up costing over their program.  They were under the impression that the program would not be putting them over.
2. Vo:  The policy is that if the carryover is more that 10% of their budget.  So they still have the ability to receive an increase.
iv. Ausloos:  Why did the administrative budget go up and then down?
1. Whitman:  In the past, a lot of times we have used both the allocable and non-allocable funds.  This year we had a change over in some of our staff and they have encouraged us to make some adjustments.  This shows the breakdown to be brought more in line with what is being spent.
v. Slaby:  I yield to Wermedal, I was wondering if CAB is different from the DLS?

1. Rykal:  It is two separate accounts.

vi. Motion to close discussion.
1. Ge

b. SA1112-035: Resolution Approving Allocable Reserved Replenishment
i. Rykal/Schoen
ii. Author’s Introduction:  This is the same document, just the bottom.  Kristin Stanley created these scenarios to reflect how we can cover the amount of money we are spending.  (Explains spreadsheet and the scenarios.)  It was suggested to keep the reserve at about $80,000.  We would be pulling some money out of the reserve to cover this. Basically, the seg fee increase is bringing the reserve back up to this level.  It is important to note that if we do not move forward with this increase the budget we have created would fail.  We went with scenario three because it seemed like a good balance.  The scenario can be amended.  If we would move to approve at zero it would not be a responsible decision.
iii. Reed:  I believe it was stated that there is about $80,000 in the reserve?

1. Right now, it is at about $115,000 in the reserve.  But money comes in and out of that.  It is estimated to be at about 80 or 90 at the end of the year.  

iv. Reed:  I think it is a fair increase and that it is modest.
v. Rykal:  Since this looks like it has been discussed thoroughly tonight I would urge the Senators to speak to their constituencies and come back with ideas and suggestions.  There are many things that you can do.
vi. Motion to close discussion.
1. Rykal/Schoen
c. SA1112-036: Change in Mandatory Participation in the Global Link Scholarship Program
i. Schoen/Torkelson

ii. Author’s Introduction:  Right now we have the availability for a scholarship for international students.  They can earn this by sharing their culture.  We would like to change these point levels.  The other change is regarding the cancellation of points.  We would like to see them contact us seven days before.  The reason we brought this to Student Senate is because we are funded in part by the money we approve here.  Every year we have about 100 to 200 students that are involved in these activities.  The number of students that actually show up have been changing and been less.  I would like to see our international students contributing more.
iii. Thomas:  I have a few questions.  What is it now regarding days?

1. Vo:  Last year it was changed to three days and that it is too late.  A lot of these events take a lot of time to plan and include training.
iv. Thomas:  It says that the banquet last year lasted four hours?

1. Vo:  It was suppose to last two hours and the food serving took longer.  We ended up being there until about 10 PM and then cleaning up after.
v. Rykal:  I remember discussing this last year and these adjustments seem like a necessity because the seven days makes sense.  It seems pretty straightforward.
vi. Motion to close discussion.
1. Reed/Rykal (Abstentions – 1)
d. SA1112-037: Recommendation Supporting LEED design and certification of Student Union

i. Author’s Introduction:  This would be our third LEED design and certification.  As we move forward, I think that this is something we should consider.  It is a prized possession of the university to have a building at this level of certification.  The cost does come along with this, but when put in context of the entire project it is not as large.  Chancellor Gow signed the Talloires Declaration that deals with sustainability.  I would also like to explain this a bit.  It is a certification system.  There are four levels of this certification that are based on a points system.  Some of these things will reduce heating and cooling as well as water costs. We can tailor it to what the university wants.  I ask that you keep in mind that the students supported the last two LEED certified building.
ii. Thomas:  How much does it cost for each of the certifications?
1. LEED is complicated because you can get points for very varied things.  The state standards are pushing that the building be silver certified.
iii. Thomas:  What does the process involve on our other buildings?
1. It depends on the steps of the process because it is based on use.
iv. Cloud:  What kind of sustainable practices would be implemented in the new student union?

1. Ellen:  I will attach the list for next week and you can get points for a ton of different things.
2. Larry:  There is a lot on that checklist that refers to energy costs.  Waste water is also a big player in this list.  We will get you that checklist and show where they were hoping to get points.
v. Sopko:  I yield to Madisson.  We have a meeting tomorrow that I can ask the contractors tomorrow for some of these figures.  Maybe that would give us some tiers as well.
vi. Motion to close discussion.

1. Sopko/Reed

e. Course Catalog (Non-Action Item)
i. Introduction by Sopko:  We are faced with a bit of a problem because the university no longer has enough funds to pay for the course catalogs to be distributed to students and faculty.  Students have expressed a concern that the online form is hard to navigate.  We would like to sell the course catalogs in the bookstore or that the incoming freshmen have the cost included in their bill in order to have this resource.
ii. Holt:  How frequently is the course catalog updated?
1. It is updated every two years.
iii. Rykal:  Is there a possible hybrid option that would allow the bookstore to still sell these?
1. Sopko:  There was concern that if you do sell it at the bookstore you have to know how many you want to stock.

iv. Rykal:  Could students possibly order them and not have them just sitting in the bookstore?
1. Sopko:  I can look into that.
v. Long:  Otherwise, there could be a button that would allow freshman to have the option to order one when they register.
vi. Nelson:  Is there a PDF version online?
1. Sopko:  Yes, I believe there is.

vii. Thomas:  As a previous Senator said, I like the idea of charging freshman and I think it is a smart thing to have.  I also like the hybrid idea.  I think those are great ideas.
viii. Reed:  I want to echo what a previous senator said about getting it to freshman that I still use my hard copy.  I would suggest that students look online when registering for classes to maybe having an another option there.  I like the hybrid idea.
ix. Slaby:  From my perspective, I was trying to find it on the website.  I would prefer the option of just selling them at the bookstore.  With the way technology is going our future freshmen will be more versed in using PDFs.
x. Sopko:  Could I see a show of hands?
xi. Nelson:  I yield to Hoang.  What is the difference between the course catalog and what is available on WINGS?  I also wonder what students need all of the pages in the advisement books for?
xii. Nelson:  I never actually used the book.  I guess as far as making it mandatory; freshman would work because some might not use it.  I think it would be hard to predict who would buy that book.  I would suggest to have the PDF in mind and teach students how to use WINGS a little more.
xiii. Cloud:  I think it is nonsensical to make freshmen pay for this book.  I would like to see the committee look at how it is offered online to make the navigation easier on the website.
xiv. Point of Information:  The course catalog does outdate itself, but when you are that track you have to continue on that track.  Usually the paths change and therefore the book is changed.
xv. Point of Information:  You are grandfathered in.  So once you declare your track and program, your track will not change.
xvi. Ausloos:  So when you come in you follow that book.
xvii. Point of Information:  The time that you enroll you are under a contract and they all follow you with the course catalog that goes along with this year.  They changed the policy within the department and those changes don’t apply to me.  Your year decides what courses you take.  I would suggest updating the online option.

xviii. Cloud:  Is there anyway that those old catalogs could be uploaded to that site as well?
1. Sopko:  To be honest I don’t know the answer to that.
xix. Cloud:  Wouldn’t Records and Registration have that?

1. They would keep a copy and the library has them as well.  If you look online it is difficult to find, but it does go back a number of years.
xx. Motion to close discussion.

1. Rykal

XVI. Announcements

a. Slaby:  Winter Formal is Friday night from 8-12!  Buy them at the door for $8 or $14 for a couple.  There will be two chocolate fountains.  I will be taking tickets at eight.
b. Wermedal:  If you could pick up your placard and put it in the box over there.

c. Roberts:  There is an open mic night coming up.
d. Long:  I would like the pen that was circulating.

e. Niebur:  Freeze Fest at the stadium from 11-3.  Winners get to donate to the charity of their choice.
f. Vo:  International Students are going to have a Farwell Party so please come to say bye to your international friends.  

XVII. Adjournment

a. Cloud/Long
b. 9:21 PM
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