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THE BRIDGE BETWEEN
YOU & YOUR CAMPUS




University of Wisconsin–La Crosse

Student association

235 Cartwright Center     1725 State Street     La Crosse, WI 54601     (608) 785-8717

Student Senate Agenda 

Date: February 1st, 2012
Time and Location: 6:00 PM; Port O’ Call; Cartwright Center
I. Call to Order 
a. 6:01 PM
II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call

IV. Approval of Agenda

a. Holt/Sopko

b. Motion to move granting three new student organizations (Active Minds, Autism Speaks U, and Golf Club) active status to the consent agenda.
i. Scheife/Karlstrand

ii. Amend to include the CLS senator appointment to the consent agenda.

1. Rykal/Schoen

2. Call to question.

3. Vote:

a. Passed.
iii. Call to question.

iv. Vote:

1. Passed.

c. Call to question.

d. Vote:
i. Passed.

V. Approval of Minutes

a. 12.7.11
b. Schoen/Jadin
i. Call to question.
ii. Vote:

1. Passed. (2 Abstentions)
VI. Guest Speakers 

a. Betsy Morgan and Tracy Noyes
b. I’m Betsy Morgan and I’m currently serving as your interim provost.  A university, if it is good, is credited and commissions come every year to check up on things and see how everything is going.  We have always done fine.  I’m here because last year they wanted to change things up and now we would like each campus to indicate a project that they would like to work on a quality initiative that would be completed in four years.  A bunch of us worked together over the last few months in… (Touches on information found in the HLC Overview [pdf] supporting document.)  I am asking you to tell us if there is something that we should consider as a quality initiative.  Everyone that has looked at the STEP program has thought that is was too narrow an initiative.  We would like to get your feedback on this.  We want to know if we missed any major initiatives and some pros and cons with what we have on this table.
c. Discussion:

i. Scheife:  Does the 050 preparation include more than just the math?

1. When we took this to Faculty Senate it is that it has more to do with funding.  International students often come through ESL and then do not have the language skills to succeed.  The second part is that are we working on having more gen eds being available online before college.

ii. Sopko:  With undergraduate research, are we broadening it to more fields besides science?
1. If you look at where the money goes it is pretty adequately distributed between the colleges.  Scott Cooper was hired to talk to staff and students about undergraduate research.

iii. Rykal:  With inclusive excellence, would that fall into say a biology or chemistry major?

1. There are departments that look into inclusive excellence that include things like differential concepts and one of the bigger problems, like that MTH 150 becomes a major filter class.  This has more to do with promoting learning strategies that are best for all students.  We are also required to show what our inclusive excellence goals are and how we reached them.  I think we are going towards a little more focus.
iv. Lo:  Why didn’t they include GQ&A in the top three?

1. That is a great question and it is due to the fact that we have almost reached these goals.

v. Vo:  Is the Murphy Learning Center going to be replaced by the Student Support Center?
1. Murphy Learning Center is doing the more traditional gen ed course tutoring.  The Writing Center serves all students regardless.  It overlaps in the sense that it services a need.
vi. Vo:  Why does the Writing Center have a larger area than the Murphy Learning Center?

1. The Murphy Learning Center is planning on being renovated to include more space.

vii. Niebur:  How would you identify those courses?

1. I think it would have to come through students and have them decide where they feel the need is.  Right now they are servicing the things that are barrier classes.  You don’t have to endorse this but if you think we missed something please let us know.

d. Morgan:  How many are comfortable with this Firm Footing going forward?
i. Majority feel comfortable.
e. Tracy Noyes is going to speak on commencement now.  

i. Vo:  I feel like they need a larger projector because it was hard to see.

ii. Sopko:  Are there future plans to accommodate graduation somewhere on campus?
1. We are booked up to ten years at the La Crosse Center and then you have to restrict the number of guests that a student can bring.

iii. Vo:  There were a lot of people there again and it seemed like it was almost crowded.
1. There were a few risers that were not pulled out and would accommodate about 600 more seats.

iv. Krug:  I believe students were concerned with too few student speakers and the fashion in which the hooding ceremony for graduate students was done.
1. Noyes:  It was a concern when we brought it to Student Senate.  It used to be based on who was in certain programs.  The positive thing we heard was that they were appreciative that it wasn’t that long.  I think it went okay as far as the student speakers though.
v. Scheife:  How long does a student speaker usually speak for?

1. They usually ask for about 3 to 5 minutes.
vi. Roberts:  There was an outside speaker that came in and I would like to see more of that because I really enjoyed it.
1. You can sometimes use it to bring alum in and you could use a faculty member, but then everyone says how do you pick them?  With someone who is well known for being a speaker you are looking at a heftier fee.
vii. Murray:  I would rather hear two students speak because it allows the graduates more of a connection and that is just my opinion.
viii. Noyes:  With the hooding, we could have two lines that would help speed up the ceremony and we could also decide to not hood on stage.  Chancellor Gow said that he would prefer to shake hands and not hood on stage.
ix. Morgan:  We also talked about doing a separate hooding ceremony.

x. Lo:  How would the hooding before the actual ceremony work?

1. We thought that the three colleges would have three separate rooms that would allow for the grads to have a hooding.
f. Krug: Thank you for coming in!
VII. Officer Reports

a. President

i. We have a lot of Eagle Roundtable invites, I believe about a total of six.  Please raise your hand if you are interested.  
ii. On Thursday, Involvement Fest is going on and it is kind of a cool experience.  It is a great way to meet other people.  Set-up is from 10:30 to 11 AM.  We need people from 11 AM to 5 PM so I would encourage you all to stop by.  There is also a sign up on Google Docs.  
iii. Thank you to everyone that came to the Senate Retreat.  I think it was very successful.  I would strongly suggest that you use your office hours as a productive time to socialize with one another and come up with resolutions.  We have been talking about doing a social time other than that.  We also talked about having everyone come an hour early like maybe once a month.  We will send a reminder email to everyone.  
iv. We have some cool events coming up next year.  There will be the National Conference of Undergraduate Research in La Crosse.  In that time span, we will be hosting a Board of Regents meeting here next spring.  We can really showcase what UW-L is about by having events like Running with the Regents, a laser show down, or maybe Korean Drums.  Anyone have any other ideas?  They asked us if Student Senate would be willing to shuttle the Regents from the stadium parking lot to Cartwright.
b. Vice-President

i. As many of you may be aware there was a fire in the Drake Hall and the residents are now working on finding other housing options.  They are looking for people power in order to help with the cleanup to help our fellow students in need.  Now a word on committees.  If your class schedule does not allow you to show up to your assigned committees please email me so I can reassign you.  I would also like to ask the committee chairs in the room to email me if you have any Senators/faculty members that are not attending your meetings.  There is a list of times where provost candidates will be coming into our campus and they want to meet with shared governance people.  I urge you to go to these to ask questions and to meet what could be our future provost.
c. Chief Financial Officer

i. No report.

d. Shared Governance Director 

i. I know we talked about the UW system restructuring task force.  There is a new implementation plan that has come out.  I will put this upstairs on the coffee table so you can read that.  There was a bill that went through the Senate committee on the Wisnet bill.  Wisnet is a network that is used by a large amount of people in the state. It is a research method that you can use and this is a bill that would phase the UW system out of that.  The Board of Regents meeting is next week and we need to know if you can go by tonight or tomorrow morning.  It is going to be very interesting.
e. Legislative Issues Director

i. This spring there are two scheduled elections.  There is potential for the recall as well.  We are working to bring Representative Billings in to speak.  We are looking to set up Veggies with the Legis this semester as well.  LegCon applications are due this Friday to my email address.
f. Local Affairs

i. This semester I am going to try a few new things.  I am planning on using my local affiliations and work on community involvement.  If you have anything that you know of that you would like to be more involved in let me know.  I am starting an incentive program to foster civic engagement.  Once a month two Senators will see on a movie on me by earning points for attending city and county meetings.  There will be a name drawing if there are ties.  The next city council meeting is next Tuesday and Thursday at 7:30 PM.  I went to the MTU Board meeting and there are some new videos.  This is a really good video for students to see and make sure that your constituents know about it.  City council had some debate.  There will be no referendum and the city council will stay the same size.  There was also going to be a referendum on billboards in La Crosse but there will no longer be.  On Tuesday, February 14 they will be discussing the pros and cons of the citizen administrative position and that will be up for referendum.
g. Gender Issues

i. I attended the Fair Wisconsin Leadership conference and they talked a lot about using media to promote your cause.  I would love to chat about my experience.  Women’s Studies is offering participates to discover career potential and free childcare is available.  If you are interested in childcare contact Andrea Hansen. The times would be Tuesday and Wednesday 5:30 to 8:15 PM.
h. Social Justice
i. There was a town hall meeting that addressed the graffiti and it seems to have sparked some flames.  It has helped to form some steps about what one should do if faced with that situation.  The Boxes and Walls event will take place on April 23 from 9 AM to 5 PM in Valhala.  The issues with EFN 205 professors have been addressed quickly and they implemented the professors that they felt should have been there.  It was good to see a lot of students there and that it was a campus issue and not just a person of color issue.  On February 20, Multicultural Day will take place in Valhala.  You should check that out.  There will be a performer.
i. Environmental Sustainability

i. Green Fund applications are due on February 24.  It helps with grant writing experience.

j. Public Relations  
i. Hello to everyone that is new!  I would like to speak with you.  I would like to touch on connecting with our student body and I want to emphasize how important that is.  If you have any projects or initiatives you want PR help with, please let me know.
k. Others

i. United Council Representative: Aaron Brewster our new regional UC field organizer.  Feel free to contact me or register for conferences at www.unitedcouncil.net. 
VIII. RHAC Report

a. This past weekend we had our spring retreat and what we want to get done.  Some topics of recent discussion were hate crimes, how we can take a stand, and reduce or eliminate them.  We are looking into being a more active organization.  We have also discussed how get pay for print money for Drake Hall students and about holding a social in the next couple weeks to bring people together.  There is also word of a charity auction.
IX. Advisor Reports

a. Murray:  Make sure that you are meeting with the committees that you are assigned to.  Those committees do really important things and it is not Jason and Madisson’s responsibility to pick up your slack.  We want to be productive and really make sure that the committees are running smoothly.
b. Dr. Ringgenberg:  Welcome back!  If you were here last year you know how quickly the spring semester goes.  I always tell people to do things before spring break.  Believe it or not, we are still working on the Manage My ID program and being able to put money on your card with a credit card.  We hope it happens in the next month.  I think that with the Senate Social, the advisors could contribute some food to that.
c. Dr. Knudson:  I wanted to acknowledge the close call we had with Drake Hall and how incredibly fortunate we were.  We are going to have more communication to the Drake residents early tomorrow to help with this process.  This is a pretty traumatic event to experience and I urge you to continue to be supportive of your peers.  Thank you for your patience!
X. Committee Reports

a. Kelm:  CAPS is looking for another student representative and I would like to have some more young blood in there.  If anyone else is interested, please let me know.
b. Scheife:  The Organizations Committee sent out a second round of mini-grants and if you are in an org I would consider writing a grant.

c. Rykal:  SUFAC met Monday and one thing that we are going to be doing this spring is possible restructuring SUFAC and we would appreciate any other Senator’s input.  I will start CCing certain committee chairs on some emails.  If you are interested in coming to meetings we meet at 5:30 PM in the Senate Chambers.
d. Thomas: AIOC had a brief meeting.  
XI. Organizational Reports

i. Holt:  BSU is holding reflections and tickets will be sold until 2 PM on February 25.
XII. Consent Agenda 
a. SA1112-???: Resolution Granting Organizational Status to Active Minds
b. SA1112-???: Resolution Granting Organizational Status to Autism Speaks U
c. SA1112-???: Resolution Granting Organizational Status to Golf Club
d. SA1112-???: Resolution Appointing CLS Senator

XIII. Unfinished Business
XIV. New Business
XV. Discussion 
a. SA1112-38: Resolution Creating Green Fund Committee

i. Thomas/Slaby
ii. Author’s Introduction:  The Green Fund has been up set up for three years now and it may be good to restructure.  It is a pretty straightforward resolution.  This will be a very intensive look at how we will be restructuring and this would be a very good committee to jump on.
iii. Discussion:

1. Niebur:  Senator Manske and I sat in on a meeting that there would be a green roof and I think it would be really beneficial.  Keep that in mind and maybe some freshmen could get on this committee.
2. Kelm, Manske, Karlstrand, Scheife, and Sopko interested.
iv. Motion to close discussion.

v. Vote:

1. Passed.
b. Textbook Rental (non-action)

i. Schoen/Scheife

ii. Author’s Introduction:  This is a discussion that there is no action coming out of it directly.  I have had a number of students come to me that are questioning the textbook rental fines and return policy.  I am also looking for two people that would like to be on the textbook rental committee.
iii. Quorum

iv. Discussion:

1. Point of Information:  Is there a reason why this is 24 hours?
a. Textbook rental needs the books in to inventory as soon as possible.
2. Point of Information:  I believe that Senator Thomas asked for a time period of 72 hours and they were not planning on paying someone overtime to collect books.
3. Thomas:  I think that textbook rental did not take any of the good out of the discussion we had.  I hope that if we do look it over again they use our suggestions.

4. Scheife:  I was one of those students who took a J-term class and that the professor can request to have the books for a longer period.
5. Stancic:  Last spring I dropped an anthropology class and I was looking over the receipt for the books that I returned.  There was also a book that was put on my list and I have been charged $400 in lost fees and I’m not very happy about that.
6. Boerschinger:  There is a policy in place that a professor can contact textbook rental if they want to keep the books longer.  It is on the website technically saying that.
7. Lo:  Why for finals are they given ten calendar days and as for classes that are dropped in the first week they are only given 24 hours?
a. Boerschinger:  The add/drop period is only in the first week and if someone takes their spot they want to have that book available.  Your account is added the full purchase price until you return the book then it is taken off.
8. Point of Information (Holen):  I dropped a class last semester and someone emailed me and told that I had seven days to return it.  I think someone should be looking at what is going on.  
9. Dodge:  I dropped a class last fall and I got the same kind of email.  They said that technically they have until the end of finals and they vaguely word the email so that people return it sooner than later.  They create that sense of urgency.
10. Rykal:  I think that a couple of minutes of education when checking out books could help in reducing some the confusion.  To expect all students to know a policy that is only sent out by email may be asking too much.  If you don’t understand what you are getting you don’t know that you still have a book checked out.

11. Scheife:  I think that if textbook rental could be hooked up with WINGS in order to see the status of a book and that students would have easy access to that.

a. Boerschinger:  As far as I am aware, I don’t believe there is necessarily a site.  You can stop in throughout the semester and check up on the status of your books though.
c. Motion to close discussion.

i. Manske/Stancic
ii. Vote:

1. Passed.

XVI. Announcements

a. Reed:  Colleges Against Cancer is selling bags for the luminary ceremony.  We will be there three times a week starting this week. 
b. Zahn:  The UW System has created a student voting website.  It will be up and running soon…www.wisconsin.edu/vote.
c. Scheife:  Greek Life is holding a blood drive and there are all sorts of prizes.  Even if you can’t give blood, you can still come in and fill out for a prize.  There is even an auction for a $100 Valley View Mall gift card as well as money for your student org.
d. Verhoeven:  At 7 PM on April 11, Sig Tau will be hosting the faculty talent show.  We are looking for advisors, staff, and faculty to be a part of it.  The money raised will be going to the Make a Wish Foundation.
e. Krug:  Please put your placards in the box after the meeting.
XVII. Adjournment
a. Scheife/Rykal

b. 8:15 PM
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