
Connecting to UWL’s VPN (Virtual Private Network) 

These directions provide guidance on connecting to UWL remotely so that individuals may access their 
files saved on the network (e.g. U drive, GEODATA drives). These directions are taken from those 
provided by ITS at https://www.uwlax.edu/its/network-telecom/vpn-virtual-private-network/. A video 
tutorial on connecting to the virtual desktop from a Windows PC can also be viewed at 
https://tinyurl.com/yx24wflj.   

Note: See the additional documents and videos you have been provided for directions on mapping your 
network drives (e.g. U drive and GEODATA drives) and remotely connecting to a computer in the GIS lab  
(if you have been provided access to one) once you are connected through UWL’s VPN.  

What is the VPN (virtual private network) 

UWL's VPN service allows any UWL associate to connect to campus remotely from any available network 
connection almost anywhere in the world: including from home, from many hotels, and even from 
within some company networks. 

• Over the internet - Faculty, staff, and students can log in at vpn.uwlax.edu with their NetID 
username and password to access campus resources, like network storage. 

• From UWL computers - All campus laptops are deployed with a VPN client (Cisco AnyConnect) that 
faculty and staff members can use.  Logging into the VPN client allows access to campus resources, 
like network storage. 

Important items to keep in mind when using the VPN 

• If you are on the VPN, do not stream anything (e.g. music and videos) – this will slow everything 
down. 

• Disconnect from the VPN when you are finished using it. 

How do I get started?  

Detailed directions for installing the Cisco AnyConnect VPN client can be found in the following 
knowledgebase articles created by ITS. 

• Desktop/Laptop: https://kb.uwlax.edu/internal/page.php?id=93359 
• Mobile Device: https://kb.uwlax.edu/93605 

Detailed directions on using the Cisco AnyConnect VPN once it is installed can be found in the following 
knowledgebase articles created by ITS: https://kb.uwlax.edu/internal/page.php?id=61168 

 

*NOTE: Upon initial login for the first time you may 
need to enter in vpn.uwlax.edu into the empty 
box before being able to continue on. 
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