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Student Affairs Administration

MAY 8, 2021 - BLENDED (UWRF) COHORT
MAY 15,  2021 - ONLINE COHORT

MAY 16,  2021 - ON-CAMPUS COHORT
MAY AND AUGUST 2021 ED.D. GRADUATES WILL CELEBRATE THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS AT A LATER DATE. PLEASE CHECK THE SAA

WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE FOR MORE INFORMATION.



Event Program
W E L C O M E  A N D  O P E N I N G  R E M A R K S

Dr. Tori Svoboda 

P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  C A N D I D A T E S

S P E A K E R S

Deanna Cahoon-Draus - Blended (UWRF) Cohort 

Lo Moser Klink - Online Cohort

Ting Wang - On-Campus Cohort

C L O S I N G  R E M A R K S

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n  -  L a
C r o s s e  o c c u p i e s  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  H o - C h u n k  p e o p l e .  P l e a s e  t a k e  a
m o m e n t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  a n d  h o n o r  t h i s  a n c e s t r a l  H o - C h u n k  l a n d ,

a n d  t h e  s a c r e d  l a n d s  o f  a l l  I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e .

Dr. Tori Svoboda 

Dr. Adele Lozano - Online Cohort 

Dr. Becki Elkins - On-Campus Cohort 

Dr. Jörg Vianden - Blended (UWRF) Cohort 



D E A N N A  P .  C A H O O N - D R A U S
 Developing Staff Understanding of LGBTQ+ Students' Mental Health and Sense of Belonging

S A M U E L  M .  E L I N S O N
 International Students and Racism in Western Education

T R E V O R  C .  K N I T T E R
 First Generation Students & Sense of Belonging

A N N J E A N E T T  U R B A N O
Re-examining "Return on Inclusion" Modules: Developing a Deeper Understanding for Black
Student-Athletes

S P E N C E R  P .  W A K E F I E L D
 Indigenize UW River Falls: Creating Community Collaborations and Cultural Engagement

K A T H R Y N  J .  W I T T
 No More Postponing: Help-seeking Behaviors of College Men with Anxiety and Depression

Blended (UWRF) Candidates

P H O N G  Y U E  Y A N G
 Assessing Hmong College Students' Experiences at the University of Wisconsin - River Falls

Online Cohort Candidates
A L Y S S A  M .  B O V I N E T T E *

 COVID-19 Response: The Need to Assess Student Satisfaction and Support

J O R D A N  M .  B R I C K
Increasing the Population of Men Students Studying Abroad at the University of Wisconsin -
La Crosse

C A R I S S A  G A R L E T T S
Eliminating the Final Barrier: Removing Standardized Tests From the College Admissions
Process

J A Z Z M A  H O L L A N D
Elite Essence: Creating a Mentorship Program for Women of Color at the University of
Wisconsin - La Crosse

L A U R A  A .  J O N E S
 A Call for Mentorship: Faculty and First-Generation Students of Color

* A U G U S T  2 0 2 1  G R A D U A T E



 Funding Higher Education: How Implicit Bias Impacts Scholarships
L O  M O S E R  K L I N K

P U L A N E  M A L E F A N E *
Student Leadership and Development Support at the University of the Free State

M O L L Y  E .  M C A N D R E W
Opting In: An Assessment Consortium to Combat Survey Fatigue in Higher Education

J O S H U A  B .  N E S J A
Identifying the Invisible: An Early Identification Program for Students with ADHD

S E A N  P .  P A Y E T T E
We Belong Here: Addressing Impostor Phenomenon in New Student Affairs Proffessionals

S E A N N A  P E T R
Food for Thought: Meeting the Needs of Food Insecure Students at Vanderbilt University

C H R I S T O P H E R  J .  P O R T E R
Think Outside the Box: Discrimination of Formerly Convicted Applicants in Higher Education

C O L L I N  D .  S C H R O E D E R
Building Virtual Communities: Expanding University Housing Programming for a Virtual
World

A N D R E W  M .  S E L L A
Equitable Leadership: Evolving Selection Process to Better Empower Students of Color

K A Y L A  L .  S Y G U L L A
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention: Engaging College Men Athletes and Fraternity
Members in Bystander Intervention Training

D E A N N A  V A N D E R W I E L E N
Winnebago Area College Partnership Program

A N G E L A  Y A N G  
First-Generation Multicultural Living Community

* D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  G R A D U A T E

 Repairing Harm: Navigating University Conduct Sanction Success and Equity
A M E L I A  K I M M E S  K N E S E R

Online Cohort Candidates 
(continued)



A I S L I N N  H E R N A N D E Z

S A R A  M .  K A R P I K

* A U G U S T  2 0 2 1  G R A D U A T E

M A G A N N  E .  D Y K E M A

On-Campus Cohort Candidates 
Virtual Engagement: Student Activities Initiatives in a Technologically Focused Era

Retaining BIPOC Students at 2-Year Institutions: Programs and Support Embedded

From Countryside to Campus: Supporting Rural Students’ Transition to Higher Education

R E B E C C A  L .  P E A R C E
The Eagle Domestic and Global Education Initiative: Reimagining Global Educational Experiences

M O L L Y  E .  P O N A S I K
Are We Doing Enough? Supporting First-Generation Students in Their Career Development Process 

K R I S T I N A  S C H U B E R T
Anti-Xenophobia: Orientation

A B I G A I L  M .  S H A W
Workers of the World: Addressing Issues in the Career Preparation of International Students

J O H N A T H O N  T .  S H A W
 The Student Debt Crisis

C O R E Y  J .  S T I L W E L L
Men and Mental Health Literacy on the American College Campus

M Y X E E  M .  T H A O
Transcending Our Pain: Fostering Radical Healing Among BIPOC Student Activists

K A B  V U E
Investing in Sustainable Equity: Social Justice Policy Making within UW System Universities

T I N G  W A N G
We Are Here: Disrupting Colonialism by Empowering Voices of Recovery

J O S H U A  K .  Z A B E L *
Student Conduct Revision Process at the University of Wisconsin – La Crosse



Special Recognition
D R .  H E I D I  L A N G

Rosandich Graduate Thesis and Dissertation Award 

M Y X E E  T H A O
Graduate Student Academic Achievement Award - SAA Nominee

L O  M O S E R  K L I N K
Graduate Student Recognition of Excellence Award

Thank you!
D R .  L A R R Y  R I N G E N N B E R G  ( U W L )

C A R A  R U B I S  ( U W R F )
D E B O R A H  N E W M A N  ( U W E C )
J E N N I F E R  L E E  ( U W  S T O U T )

F o r  t h e i r  w o r k  a s  c a m p u s  l i a i s o n s ,  a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  r e c r u i t i n g ,  r e t e n t i o n ,
a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  s u p e r v i s o r s  o f  G A / G S I  p o s i t i o n s .

 
W E  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  A C K N O W L E D G E  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  P E O P L E :

 
 

D r .  B e t s y  M o r g a n  -  P r o v o s t  &  V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r  f o r  A c a d e m i c  A f f a i r s
 
 

C O L L E G E  O F  A R T S ,  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E S ,  A N D  H U M A N I T I E S
 

D r .  K a r l  K u n k e l  -  D e a n
 

D r .  C h a r l e s  M a r t i n - S t a n l e y  -  A s s o c i a t e  D e a n
 

D r .  M a r i e  M o e l l e r  -  A s s o c i a t e  D e a n
 
 

G R A D U A T E  S T U D I E S
 

D r .  M e r e d i t h  T h o m s e n  -  D e a n  o f  G r a d u a t e  a n d  E x t e n d e d  L e a r n i n g  
 
 

S A A  G R A D U A T I O N  P L A N N I N G  C O M M I T T E E :  
 

D r .  M a r y  B e t h  V a h a l a  ( C h a i r )
 

D r .  B e c k i  E l k i n s
 

D r .  A d e l e  L o z a n o
 

D e a n n a  C a h o o n - D r a u s  -  S t u d e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( B l e n d e d  C o h o r t )
 

S a r a  K a r p i k  -  S t u d e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( O n - C a m p u s  C o h o r t )
 

S e a n  P a y e t t e  -  S t u d e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( O n l i n e  c o h o r t )
 

S e a n n a  P e t r  -  S t u d e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( O n l i n e  C o h o r t )  
 
 

A n d  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  m a n y  G A ,  G S I ,  a n d  p r a c t i c u m  s u p e r v i s o r s  f o r  y o u r
s u p p o r t  i n  e d u c a t i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s .



SAA Mission
 

SAA Faculty
 T O R I  S V O B O D A ,  E D . D . ,  C H A I R  &  M . S . E D .  P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R
 

B E C K I  E L K I N S ,  P H . D . ,  E D . D .  P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R
 

A D E L E  L O Z A N O ,  P H . D .
 

L A R R Y  R I N G G E N B E R G ,  P H . D .
 

M A R Y  B E T H  V A H A L A ,  E D . D
 

J Ö R G  V I A N D E N ,  E D . D

U s i n g  a  t h e o r y  t o  p r a c t i t i o n e r  m o d e l ,  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  
 

t h e  S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n
 

M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  p r o g r a m  i s  t o  p r e p a r e  S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s
 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h  t h e  c o m p e t e n c e  t o  w o r k  
 

e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m p l e x  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  
 

c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .

Clinical Faculty
 D R .  K R I S  A N D E R S O N

M R .  N I Z A M  A R A I N

D R .  R I C H A R D  B R E A U X

D R .  B E T H A N Y  B R E N T

D R .  C H A R L O T T E  D A V I D S O N

D R .  D R E  D O M I N G U E

D R .  V I T A L I A N O  F I G U E R O A

D R .  M E L A N I E  G U E N T Z E L

D R .  R O B I N  H A R T  R U T H E N B E C K

D R .  J A I M I E  H O F F M A N

D R .  L E I L A N I  K U P O

D R .  S A B Y  L A B O R

D R .  A N H  L E

D R .  H E I D I  L E V I N E

D R .  K R I S T E N  M C K I N N E Y

M S .  S T A C Y  N A R C O T T A - W E L P

D R .  M O I R A  O Z I A S

M S .  I N G R I D  P E T E R S O N

D R .  G W E N D O L Y N  S C H I M E K

D R .  P A U L  S H E P H E R D

D R .  K E R R I  S M I T H

D R .  K R I S T A  S O R I A

D R .  B R O O K E  S T R A H N - K O L L E R


