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How to Be a Good Audience Member 
 
The UW-La Crosse Department of Theatre Arts encourages active participation during the 
children’s show performance of And We Will Share the Sky. Children, teachers and chaperones are 
often seated on the stage to be close to the action. Don’t be surprised if we ask the children to yell 
or shout during the performance.  However, we do ask that you prepare your students for the 
theatrical experience by teaching them to be good audience members.  
 

 Do not play with or move the props that are on the stage. Having the props in their 
appropriate location allows for a successful production.  

 Respect the actors and other audience members by listening quietly during the 
performance.  

 Laugh (like crazy) when something funny happens. It’s okay to respond to the show.  

 Show your appreciation to the actors and crew by applauding at the end of songs, scenes 
and especially at the end of the show.  

 Stay in your seat until the play is over. Wait for your teacher to tell you where to go.  

 Food, drinks, and candy are not allowed in the theatre.  

 Most importantly, have fun and enjoy the show!  
 



General Overview of the Play 
Long, long ago, when the world is fresh and new, Brother Sun and Sister Moon live on 
land. They are different as, well, as day and night. Gadabout Sun shines a dazzling 
personality over endless friends. Contemplative Moon finds inspiration within. The two 
struggle with their differences and try to find their places in the world. Inspired by 
traditional tales of Nigeria and Senegal, including “How the Sun and Moon Came to Be” 
and “How the Sun and Moon Came to Live in the Sky.”   
 

 

 

About the Author 

Donna Latham 
 

Donna Latham is an award-winning author and playwright.  She’s made up stuff, acted 
it out, and written it down forever.  Donna’s plays for adults and young audiences have 
been produced coast to coast.  And We Will Share the Sky was the winner of the 
Theatre for Young Audiences national playwriting contest. 
 
Her book, Bridges and Tunnels, received a Gold Medal from Moonbeam Children’s 
Book Awards and was recommended by the National Science Teachers Association. 
 
Garbage received the Society of Midland Author’s Children’s Nonfiction Award, 
Skipping Stones Honor award in Ecology and Nature, and was recommended by the 
National Science Teachers Association.  It was a Cybil’s Award Nominee in MG/YA 
Nonfiction and was included on the Tinlid’s Best Fall 2011 list.  
 
Fire Dogs was awarded the ASPCA Henry Bergh Children’s Book Award. 
 

              
 
To see a complete list of the books and plays by Donna Latham, please visit 
www.donnalatham.com 



About Nigeria  
 

HISTORY 
Although the country of Nigeria is fairly 
new, the area's history stretches back 
for thousands of years. The town of Nok 
in central Nigeria was once the home of 
a culture that existed more than 2,000 
years ago. Archaeologists have found 
many of their clay carvings. 
  
Hundreds of thousands of years before 
the Nok culture, ancient people in 
Nigeria began making stone tools and 
eventually learned to farm and keep 
animals. 
  
In the 1600s, many Africans became 
victims of the European slave trade. 
Millions of people lost their freedom. In 

the 1800s, the British defeated many of Nigeria's tribal kingdoms and created the colony 
of Nigeria. They ruled the country until 1960. 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
Nigeria is often called the "Giant of Africa." This name comes from the vastness of its land, 
the diversity of its peoples and languages, its huge population (the largest in Africa), and 
its oil and other natural 
resources. 
  
Nigeria is a patchwork of 
distinctive regions, including 
deserts, plains, swamps, 
mountains, and steamy 
jungles. It has one of the 
largest river systems in the 
world, including the Niger 
Delta, the third largest delta 
on Earth. 
  
Much of Nigeria is covered with plains and savannas. These tropical grasslands spread out 
as far as the eye can see and are interrupted here and there by trees and shrubs. The 
southwestern plains are home to the Yoruba people, who have lived there for thousands 
of years. 

Fast Facts 
 

Official Name:  Federal Republic of Nigeria 

Capital:  Abuja 

Population:  177,155,754 

Official Language:  English 

Money:  Naira 

Size:  356,667 square miles 

Major Mountain Range:  Cameroonian 

Highlands 

Major Rivers:  Niger and Benue 



NATURE 
High on Nigeria's southern mountains, the slopes are covered by thick rain forest. Green 
plants grow everywhere, broken by flashes of color from flowers, fruits, birds, and 
butterflies. This is the home of rare western lowland gorillas, once thought to be extinct in 
Nigeria. 
  
Nigeria's diverse landscape makes it ideal for a broad range of plants and animals. Many 
species live nowhere else on Earth. Unfortunately there aren't very many national parks in 
Nigeria and competition for space with humans has left many species on the endangered 
list. 
  
Many years ago Nigeria's savannas teemed with giraffes, elephants, lions, cheetahs, and 
large herds of antelope. Today, most of these animals have been killed by hunters or their 
habitats have been destroyed. 
 
YORUBA TRIBE & CULTURE 
There are at least 250 languages spoken in 
Nigeria and possibly more than 400. There 
are over 300 tribes of people that reside in 
Nigeria with the Yoruba tribe being one of the 
largest and oldest.  The Yoruba language is 
tonal.  Therefore the language as well as the 
entire Yoruban culture is musical in nature.  
Most traditional Yoruba music has a specific 
purposes such as for weddings, births, 
funerals and other rituals.  Drumming in the Yoruba culture is especially prominent.  It is 
known as one of the most complex forms of drumming in the world. 
 

 
GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMY 
Since Nigeria won independence from Britain in 
1960, it has suffered through corrupt leaders 
and occasional military rule. In 1999 the 
country adopted a new constitution and the first 
democratic elections in 20 years were held.  
  
Nigeria is the most important country politically 
and economically in West Africa. It is richer than 
all other West African nations and holds 

considerable power. 
  
Nigeria's most important export is oil, more than half of which is shipped to the United 
States. Rubber and cacao (for chocolate and cocoa) are also important export products. 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/hubs/birds/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/giraffe/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/african-elephant/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/lion/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/cheetah/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/united-states/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/united-states/


African Folktales 
 

In Africa the folktale was, and 
still is, a primary means people 
have of communicating to one 
another. Folktales can reflect 
and explain the hopes and fears 
of a culture as well as its 
spiritual and religious beliefs. 
They are devices we all use to 
explain our relationship with 
the natural world and why 
things are the way they are.  

 
The storytelling tradition has thrived for generations because of the absence of printed 
material. Folk tales prepare young people for life, as there are many lessons to be learned 
from the tales. Because of the history of this large continent, which includes the forceful 
transplanting of the people into slavery on other continents, many of the same folk tales 
exist in North America, South America, and the West Indies. These are told with little 
variation, for the tales were spread by word of mouth and were kept among the African 
population. 
 
The characters in folktales can be gods, spirits, animals, or even insects that take on 
human qualities, or humans that acquire godlike or animalistic qualities. Folktales can 
make you laugh and they can make you cry, they can make you think, and they can teach 
you about the world we live in, lending explanations that are sure to delight our 
imaginations. 
 
Usually the stories taught a lesson, and frequently a person learned the lesson the hard 
way. Many African folktales depict the antics of a trickster figure endowed with human 
qualities, whose mischievous ways are to be laughed at and learned from. The trickster 
figure in many "Asante" tales from Ghana is Ananse, the spider. Storytellers treat these 
characters as familiar family or friends and their names change one moment to the next.  

 
These stories hold a place of honor, but not merely because they present “strategies for 
survival.” More importantly, they present the world as a contest between strength and wit. 
They remind us all to be on guard for the tricksters in our midst. They also beckon us to 
admire those who outwit the oppressor. The message of the trickster's tale resonates with 
the African belief that life is celebrated more fully through the dramatizing of opposites. 
Vitality and inventiveness are values passed on through African storytelling. 

 
 



Types of African Folktales 
 
 
ANANSI 
Anansi, the Spider, is one of the major trickster figures in 
African folk tales. This spider can be wise, foolish, 
amusing, or even lazy--but always there is a lesson to be 
learned from Anansi. The spider tales have traveled from 
Africa to the Caribbean Islands. The Anansi spider tales 
are told as "Aunt Nancy" stories by the Gullah of the southeastern part of the U.S. 
 
USE OF NATURE 
In the African folk tales, the stories reflect the culture where animals abound; 
consequently, the monkey, elephant, giraffe, lion, zebra, crocodile, and rhinoceros appear 
frequently along with a wide variety of birds such as the ostrich and the eagle. The animals 
and birds take on human characteristics of greed, jealousy, honesty, loneliness, etc. 
Through their behavior, many valuable lessons are learned. Also, the surroundings in 
which the tales take place reveal the vastness of the land and educate the reader about the 
climate, such as the dry season when it hasn’t rained for several years, or the rainy season 
when the hills are slick with mud. The acacia trees swaying in a gentle breeze, muddy 
streams that are home to fish, hippos and crocodiles, moss covered rocks, and giant ant 
hills that serve as a "back scratcher" for huge elephants, give the reader a sense of the 
variety of life in this parched or lush land in this part of the world. 
 
UNCLE REMUS TALES 
These are very well-known folk tales from Africa. In the Uncle Remus stories, Bre'r Rabbit 
is the outstanding trickster figure. Hare, or Little Hare, appears in this role in the eastern 
part of Africa. The tortoise is a primary trickster figure in the Nigerian tales. Bre'r Rabbit 
and the Tar Baby is similar to Anansi and the Gum Doll of West Africa. The Tar Baby motif 
has been traced from India to America through Africa, Europe, and Spain. 
 

TORTOISE AND THE HARE 
In African versions of this tale, the tortoise wins because he uses his 
wits. In the European versions, on the other hand, the tortoise wins 
through sheer endurance and grit. The triumph of brain over physical 
strength is a common thread that runs through the trickster tales 
from Africa. The trickster figure is clever, witty, and unscrupulous, as 
are trickster figures all over the world, but the African trickster 
almost always wins out because of his brilliance. 
 

 
 
 



DILEMMA TALES 
Many stories are deliberately left without an ending. This leaves the ending wide open for 
audience discussion and participation. The ending of the tale would be determined by the 
group of people involved in the exercise. The ending, therefore, is flexible and might 
change depending upon who is participating.  

 
CROCODILE TALES 
There are a wealth of crocodile tales from Africa. In 
parts of West Africa, a person attacked by a crocodile 
is said to be the victim of the vengeance of someone 
he has harmed. It is said that he who kills a crocodile 
becomes a crocodile. A South African Vandau 

proverb reminds us that: “The strength of the crocodile is in the water.” In another tale, 
the fox claims to have the answer to killer-crocodiles who terrorize the people. He says the 
solution is simple. He eats their eggs. The ending proverb is, "Get rid of your enemy before 
he is stronger than you." 
 
THE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE IN STORYTELLING 
Many of the folk tales have musical participation by the audience that adds much to the 
tale. It is common for the audience to answer questions aloud, to clap their hands in 
rhythm to word repetition (chorus), and to join in the chorus. The audience participation 
cannot be cut short, or the audience will let the storyteller know it. Some of the tales have 
a repetitive quality to them because the audience wants to enjoy the story and participate 
in the experience for as long as possible. 
 
THE VOICE OF THE DRUM 
Language can be conveyed by drums. The Ashanti and other West 
African tribes, just by the rhythms and intervals in beating their 
drums by their fingers, the flat of their hand, or the thumb, can 
convey messages and be understood over long distances. Many 
different tones can be made by the pressure of the arm under which 
a drum is held.  
 
THE KIND LION 
This type of tale is from Africa, where lions live in the wild. It is the idea that the Lion, King 
of the Beasts, lets his victims go for one reason or another, and then this good deed is 
rewarded in the end by the victim saving the life of the lion. It is the "one good turn 
deserves another" motif. This kindly lion theme spread from Africa to Europe. 
 
 
 

 



Animals of the Savannah 

There are many different types of animals that live in the savanna. The species found in 
savannas vary by the geographic location of the biome. Animals native to African savannas 
include African elephants, zebras, horses, and giraffes. Many animals in the savanna are 
herbivores, which means they eat plants, and there is plenty of grass in the savanna. 
 

Elephants 
 

African bush elephants are the largest living 
terrestrial animals, being up to 13.0 feet tall at the 
shoulders on average, males are 10.8 feet tall at the 
shoulders and, while females are much smaller at 8.9 
feet tall. The most characteristic features of African 
elephants are their very large ears, which they use to 
radiate excess heat, and their trunk. 

 

 

Zebra 
 

The zebra is the horse of the savanna. Grant's zebra 
is the most abundant of the 3 species of zebra. The 
zebra looks like a horse, only smaller. It doesn't 
sound like a horse, and “barks” instead of neighs. Its 
height is about 50 inches from shoulder to hoof, and 
weighs in at 500 to 600 pounds. It has rather short 
legs and a large head. The zebra has black and white 
stripes, a black nose, and black hooves. 
 

 

Giraffe 
 

Giraffe live in dry and woody savannas in Africa, south of 
the desert. Local tribes think that it is a sacred animal. We 
could say that giraffe is the symbol of the savanna. Grown-
up male giraffe eats leaves of acacia 6 meters up the ground. 
Its weight is up to 750 kg. Giraffe's is differs from other 
animals with its long neck - almost 2 meters long. Its body is 
in red-brown spots separated by white strips.  
 

  



Hyena 
 

The hyena (spelled "hyeana" in some parts of the 
world) is Africa’s most common large carnivore. Over 
the years, hyenas and humans have come into close 
contact in Africa and in earlier times, in Asia and in 
Europe, often led to mutual predation. In ancient Egypt, 
hyenas were domesticated, fattened and eaten, and in 
turn, humans have on occasion become food for hyenas. 
Reputed to be cowardly and timid, the hyena can be 
bold and dangerous, attacking animals and humans. 
 

 

Lions 
The lion is the powerhouse of the 
savanna, weighing in at 265-420 pounds and 
up to 10 feet long. The lion is a 
powerful predator. Lions have dirty beige 
colored fur and rounded heads. Males have 
something females don’t... manes. Manes are a 
ruff of long hair around the neck which is 
brown in the front and black in the back.  Lions 
live in the savanna of Africa south of the 
Sahara. 

 

Meerkats 
There are few animals on Earth who work as well together as meerkats. These squirrel-
size members live in groups as large as 40, and everyone in the mob participates in 
gathering food, keeping a look out for 
predators, and taking care of the babies.  
 
They average about 20 inches long, including 
their tail. These extremely social animals live 
together in burrows, which they dig with their 
long, sharp claws. Living underground keeps 
mob members safe from predators and out of 
the harsh African heat.  
 
Meerkats dig safe places called bolt-holes throughout their foraging area, where they can 
hide in an emergency. If caught in the open by a predator, a meerkat will try to look fierce, 
lying on its back and showing its teeth and claws. If a group is confronted, the meerkats 
will stand together, arching their backs, raising their hair, and hissing. This sometimes 
fools an attacker into thinking they are a single large, vicious animal. 
 



Marine Animals 
 

Clownfish 
 

This 4-inch-long fish shares an amazing 
partnership with another sea creature: the 
anemone (pronounced: uh-NEM-uh-NEE). 
Anemones have tentacles that sting, but the 
clownfish isn’t bothered by them.   Living among 
the stinging tentacles of the anemone, the 
clownfish gains protection from predators. The 
clownfish also gets to eat leftovers from the 
anemone’s meals. The anemone benefits from having the fish around, too. The useful fish 
nibbles away parasites that bug the anemone. And sometimes the clownfish brings food 
into the tentacles which the anemone can also eat. Generally several clownfish make one 
host anemone their home. 
 

Humpback Whale 
 

The humpback whale has a truly global 
distribution, living from Antarctica to the 
Arctic and from the coast to the open ocean. 
The humpback whale is one of the largest 
animals on Earth, growing to lengths of more 
than 50 feet and weights of 40 tons. This 
incredible size is only possible because of this 
species’ aquatic lifestyles and the buoyancy 
provided by seawater. On land, an animal this 

large would almost certainly be crushed under its own weight. Though they are enormous, 
humpback whales are not predatory, and filter feed for tiny krill or small fishes and are 
totally harmless to people. These whales are known for their singing; during courtship, the 
males compose intricate songs to attract females.  
 
Shortfin Mako Shark 
 

The shortfin mako is an active, fast-swimming 
shark.  It exhibits a coloration with a dark back and 
a light underside, and is an active ambush predator. 
It is among the fastest of the fish in the sea, and has 
been recorded swimming at speeds of up to 46 
mph.    
 
The shortfin mako is an offshore species found 
in tropical and warm-temperate waters.  It is a 
highly migratory species making extensive journeys of over 3,000 kilometers. 

http://oceana.org/marine-life/marine-science-and-ecosystems/open-ocean


Atlantic Humpback Dolphin 
 

These dolphins are about 3 feet in length when 
born. When they are young, Atlantic Humpbacked 
dolphins do not have a hump. As they grow older, 
the hump will form just in front of its dorsal fin, 
giving the dolphin its name. This hump can be a 
third of the total length of the dolphin, and is quite 
distinctive. They are generally gray in color, with a 
lighter color along their underside, but can be slightly speckled.  
 

Found along the west coast of Africa, they prefer shallow coastal waters, but they don’t 
travel far upstream. Though shy of boats, Atlantic Humpbacked Dolphins have been 
known to assist fisherman by driving mullet into the nets of the fisherman so that both can 
share the catch. 
 

African Manatee 
 

African Manatees are found in coastal marine 
habitats and in fresh water river systems along 
the west coast of Africa.  The West African 
manatee may reach up to nearly 15 feet in length 
and weighs about 790 pounds.  The West African 
manatee feeds primarily on vegetation; 
depending on emergent or overhanging, rather 

than submerged, vegetation. In Sierra Leone, manatees supposedly remove fish from nets 
and consume rice in such quantities that they are considered to be pests. 
 

Although crocodiles and sharks occasionally kill manatees in Africa, the African Manatees 
only significant threats are from humankind, such as poaching, habitat loss and other 
environmental impacts. 
 
African Spoonbill 
 

The African spoonbill is a long-legged wading 
bird found across Africa and Madagascar.  It lives in 
marshy wetlands and nests in colonies in trees or 
reed beds. The African spoonbill feeds in shallow 
water, and eats various fish, amphibians, and 
insects. The spoonbill uses its open bill to catch food 
by swinging it from side-to-side in the water.  Long 
legs and thin, pointed toes enable it to walk easily through varying depths of water.  The 
African spoonbill is almost unmistakable since it is all white except for its red legs and face 

and long gray bill.  – The Closest Star to Our Earth   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madagascar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insect
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:African_Spoonbill-001.jpg


Sun Fun Facts 
 

Do you love swimming at the beach or playing outdoors with friends? How about the 
change in seasons? All these things are made possible by the Sun. The Sun is a star made of 
burning gas. It is closer to us than any other star. Without the Sun, the Earth would be a 
frozen wasteland. No life could survive here. 
 
The temperature of the Sun is around 10,000 degrees Fahrenheit. The inner core is much 
hotter.  
 
The Sun controls our seasons. It controls how and when food grows. It even controls when 
we are asleep and awake. The Sun is the largest thing in our solar system. It makes up 98 
percent of the matter in the solar system. Because of its size, it has a strong gravitational 
pull. It keeps the Earth, the stars, the moons and the other planets in line. Without the 
gravity of the Sun, the Earth would go spinning off into space. 
 

 
 

 The Sun is over 4.5 billion years old.  It started as a cloud of dust and gas.  It 
slowly formed a massive center and gained heart.  It is made of hydrogen and 
helium gases. 
 

 The temperature of the Sun is around 10,000 degrees Fahrenheit.  The inner 
core is much hotter.  To put this in perspective, a day of 90 degree weather 
feels hot to us.  Water boils at 212 degrees. 
 

 Some areas of the Sun’s surface are cooler than others.  These areas look 
darker.  They are called sun spots. 
 

 Sometimes gases on the Sun’s surface erupt, shooting far out into space.  
These eruptions look beautiful, but they can cause problems here on Earth.  
They can interfere with satellites.  Our cell phones and televisions might not 
work.  
 

 The Sun’s light reaches the Earth in eight minutes.  This is known as the 
speed of light. 
 

 Don’t look directly at the Sun, which can hurt your eyes.  Scientists study the 
sun through special filtered telescopes. 
 

 Many ancient cultures thought the Sun was a god.  The solar system is named 
for the ancient Roman word, Sol. 

http://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-seasons/
http://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-the-stars/
http://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-earth/
http://easyscienceforkids.com/what-is-healthy-food-for-your-body/
http://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-the-solar-system/
http://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-moons/


Moon Fun Facts 
 

On most nights, you can see the moon in the sky. 
Sometimes it’s very bright, large and round. At other 
times, you might see only a tiny sliver of it or clouds 
might cover it. For thousands of years, people have 
watched the moon and told stories about it. 

 
Scientists believe the moon was created 4.5 billion years 
ago when the universe was created. We’re not sure, but 
scientists think a large chunk of rock might have collided 
with the newly forming Earth and broken off a piece of 

the Earth, which created the moon.  Moon also has about 2 inches of dust on its surface. This 
dust probably falls from space and also comes from the crashes. 
 

 

 On Earth, we have an atmosphere, or a blanket of gas and liquid, that 
protects our planet from comets and meteors.  The moon has no 
atmosphere so meteors often crash into it.  The moon is covered with 
craters from these collisions.   

 
 It also has about 2 inches of dust on its surface.  This dust probably falls 

from space and also comes from the crashes. 
 

 Because the moon has no atmosphere, it gets very cold and very hot.  When 
the Sun is shining, the Moon is 250 degrees Fahrenheit.  When it is dark, the 
temperature reaches -280 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 

 The Moon orbits the Earth, but it is spinning at the same time. 
 

 The moon takes about 29 days to orbit the Earth.  During this time, your 
view of it changes, depending on the Moon’s position. 
 

 The moon creates the Earth’s tides.  On the side of the Earth that is closest 
to the Moon, the Moon’s gravity pulls the waters of the oceans up slightly, 
resulting in high tide. 
 

 The Moon helps regulate our seasons and the weather. 

http://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-earth/


Vocabulary Definitions 
 

Below is a list of words used in the play that might be unfamiliar to your students.  It is not 
essential that students know these words to comprehend the play, but understanding the 
words can enhance the experience for them.  Have students work on their dictionary skills 
by looking up these words and using them in sentences. 

 
bliss 
misery 
radiated 
rumpus 
pessimist 
cranium 
hearth 

boisterous 
rowdy 
hullabaloo 
merriment 
gallivanting 
sprawled 
dangle 

wandered 
revelry 
festivity 
inspiration 
tranquility 
exuberance 
jealousy 

ferocious 
serene 
eclipse 
immeasurable 
immense 

 
 

 
 

Word Search 
 

V I L L A G E T W B X G H A E 
Z X C N M C A S D F G S J F A 
F H G S N Y M O O N X H K C R 
D V B A G Z A P Q W U I L D T 
C B D X V E N H E R I M Q K H 
S T A R S G G T O Y U M W J I 
M B I K L S O V J O K E S O P 
B A S T D F G A H J K R R B L 
R M N S U N O P G Q R I Y V S 
O T V U I I G H J C A N C A N 
T K N L M H P A Z X C G O P M 
H B V M N P F D S A L L U N B 
E R I D D L E S K W A V E S A 
R H M N P O P Y T R E V U R T 
Z E G N E D A Q Y R E F G S D 

 
 

DOLPHIN 
EARTH 
SUN 
MOON 
STARS 

RIDDLES 
JOKES 
DANCE 
SHIMMERING 
VILLAGE 

WAVES 
MANGO 

 BROTHER 
CANCAN



Vocabulary Word Unscramble 
 

Rearrange the letters to form a word.  Use the words in the text boxes to help you. 
 
dance earth shine journey waves tiger 
eclipse ocean hyenas friends village shark 

 
1.  vwase     _____________________________  7.     treha     ________________________________ 

 
2.  ynrjoeu  _____________________________  8.     grtie       ________________________________ 

 
3.  snihe      _____________________________  9.     eplscie   ________________________________ 

 
4.   enoca    _____________________________  10.    syanhe  _______________________________ 

 
5.  dferisn   _____________________________  11.    glvliae   ________________________________ 

 
6. cndae      _____________________________  12.     hrask   ________________________________ 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 



Folktale Activities for the Classroom 
 

Storytellers on Tour 
Have students practice retelling folktales in their classroom. When students feel confident, 
teams of three or four students at a time can then take their tales to other classes for a 
storytelling concert. If older students are sent to the younger grades, ask the younger grades 
to thank the storytellers with drawings inspired by their stories. 
 
A Story Treasure Hunt 
A class selects a well-known fable or folktale. The plot is simplified into a sequence of events 
that can be transcribed onto cards with short sections of the tale on each. Students hide the 
cards out of sequence throughout the school or classroom. A treasure map showing the exact 
location where all the cards are hidden, is given to another class (Or, with clues, one card can 
lead to the next). Groups of students must find the cards and assemble them in correct order. 
The treasure is finding the WHOLE story. Two classes can trade treasure hunts by putting the 
stories on two different-colored cards. The treasure hunts can go on simultaneously and, 
when each class has found the other's story, they confirm it by assembling it, learning the plot 
and sending representatives to retell it, or to act it out as a skit to the other class. 
 
Story Circle 
One person begins a tale and stops after a few sentences. The next person picks up the story 
thread and continues it, then stops. Next person adds to it and so on until the tale comes to a 
resolution. The story could begin with a pre-selected title or subject to guide the 
improvisation. Try recording the story circle on a tape recorder for later listening. 
 
Story Map A story map is a strategy that uses a graphic organizer to help students learn the 
elements of a book or story.  By identifying story characters, plot, setting, problem and 
solution, students read carefully to learn the details.  There are many different types of story 
map graphic organizers.  The most basic focus on the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  
More advanced organizers focus more on plot or character traits.  Children’s books that could 
be used with the Story Map activity include Goldilocks and the Three Bears (by James 
Marshall), Red Riding Hood (by James Marshall), and The True Story of the Three Little Pigs (by 
John Sciezka). 
 
Retelling a Story with Puppets 
Have the students make simple puppets of the characters from a particular folktale and then 
use them to retell the story.   
 
Paper Plate Masks 
Supplies Needed:  paper plates, colored markers, scissors, yarn, glue, decorating supplies such 
as feathers, buttons, sequins, etc.  Using the plate as your mask, cut out eyeholes and decorate 
using markers, sequins, feathers, etc.  Cut a slit on each side and insert pieces of yarn so that 
the mask can be tied at the back of your head.  Now you’re ready to perform.  All you need to 
do is decide on who, what, and where. 
 



Bringing Africa into the Classroom 
Create Your Own Djembe Drum 

 
Like the African artisans you learned about yesterday, you can create your own Djembe (Jem-
Bay) drum.  
 

Supplies Needed: 
 
Two plastic, Styrofoam, or paper cups 
Scissors 
Tape 
Newspaper 
Flour 
Water 

Paint 
Paintbrush 
Punching balloon 
Rubber band 
Yarn (optional) 

 
Cover your workspace. Mix one cup of flour with two cups of water to make 
your papier maché paste. Tear newspaper into strips.   
Choose two cups. Cut the bottom out of the cups. Tape the bottoms of the cups 
together. 
 
Cover the outside of the cups with a thin layer of papier maché 
covered newspaper strips. You don’t need to use a lot of the 
mixture to make the newspaper stick, and the less you use the 
quicker your cups will dry. 

 
When the cups are dry, paint over the newspaper with white paint. This is just 
meant to cover up the newsprint.  Let the white paint dry. While you wait, decide 
what patterns or designs you want to paint onto your drum. 

   
When the white paint has dried, paint over it with a solid color.  Let 
the paint dry.  Now paint your patterns onto your drum.  Let the 
paint dry.   
 
Choose a punching balloon and cut it open. It’s best if you stick your scissors into 
the opening and just slit the balloon apart. This leaves it as whole as possible. 
Stretch the balloon over the top of the cup and wrap your rubber 
band around it to hold it in place. You want the balloon to be 
stretched tight. Cut off most of the extra balloon (careful—not too 
much.  You may choose to add yarn to your drum by wrapping a 

length of yarn around the middle and top of your drum.  
 
Alternative Activity:  Make your own musical shakers.  Fill plastic cups or tin jars 
with rice, barley, small stones, bells, etc.  Different material in the shaker will 
produce a variety of sounds/music. 
 

http://artsmarts4kids.blogspot.com/2008/10/african-djembe-drums.html
http://artsmarts4kids.blogspot.com/2008/10/african-djembe-drums.html


Bringing Africa into the Classroom 
Discovering Other African Folktales 

 

Nigerian folk tales are epic stories that can explain the world around us. These stories and 

myths have been told within generations. One of the most influential collections of 

Nigerian folklore is the 1910 collection Folk Stories from Southern Nigeria, published in 

1910. Elphinstone Dayrrell was a British colonial official in Ikom and the District 

Commissioner of Southern Nigeria. He collected the stories while living in the area, and 

folklorist Andrew Lang provided the book’s foreword. 

 

Nigerian folk tales include proverbs, myths, “just so” stories, and riddles. “Just so” stories 

are designed to explain features of an animal, such as their appearance or their habits. 

Morals are either explicitly stated at the end of Nigerian folk tales, or hidden within the 

text. Animals, especially the tortoise, hold prominence in the tales from Nigeria, and unlike 

other folk tales from Africa, there aren’t many “trickster” figures like Anasi. Reading some 

of the stories from Nigeria, you may note that the stories bear similarity to some European 

folk tales, filled with poor peasant girls, royalty, and magical properties; however, many of 

the folk tales bear a magic that is all their own, with grand narratives readers have loved 

for years. 

Read several of the folktales presented at http://fairytalez.com/region/nigerian/  

Activities: 

 Read a variety of the folktale stories at the webpage listed above.  Identify which 
stories are proverbs, myths, “just so” stories, or riddles. 
 

 Have students read one of the folktales and draw a storyboard describing the main 
actions and the lesson presented in the tale. 
 

 Read Chinye: A West African Folktale (by Obi Oneyfulu) or Mufaro’s Beautiful 
Daughters (by John Steptoe).  These are both “Cinderella” stories based on African 
folktales.  Check out other “Cinderella” stories from around the world at the link 
below.  How are these similar/different from the classically known Disney version 
of Cinderella.  https://mic.com/articles/90385/what-the-story-of-cinderella-looks-
like-in-9-countries-around-the-world#.hQDIRJ5AH 

 

 

 

http://fairytalez.com/author/elphinstone-dayrell/
http://fairytalez.com/author/elphinstone-dayrell/
http://fairytalez.com/region/african/


Bringing Africa into the Classroom 
Other Activities 

 
Make African masks using cardboard, papier-mâché or clay.  The African 
masks are an important part of African ceremonies, rituals, initiations, 
and celebrations.  The use of African masks typically include song, 
prayer and dance.  African masks are most often crafted from wood, and 
are decorated with paints, shells, colored glass, nails, plant fibers, horns 
and metal pieces. For information about the role of masks in Africa, 
types of designs and use of patterns in masks, visit 
http://www.artyfactory.com/africanmasks/ 
 

 
Make a string of African flags to hang across your 
classroom or school hall.  Different classes could 
concentrate on West Africa, East Africa, North Africa, 
Central Africa and South Africa.  For more information 
or for outlined drawings for coloring of African flags, 
visit http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/cbk-naf.html 
 
 
Taste African fruits such as pineapple, mango, coconut, papaya, avocado and watermelon. 
 
 
Read stories about Africa.  See the suggestions below. 

     

     



Activity:  Craters on the Moon Game 
 

Craters on the Moon is a number recognition game for young children. 
Supplies Needed: 

1.  Craters on the Moon placemat (see next page).  (one per child) 
2. Number recognition cards (see below; print and cut out; write number on each 

card). 
3. Placeholders such as pennies, candy pieces, paper circles. 

Instructions: 
1. Each child is given a Craters on the Moon placemat and approximately 10 

placeholders. 
2. Going around in a circle, the first child draws a card.  If the student can identify the 

number on the card, he/she can put a placeholder on one of the craters on his 
placemat.  If the child cannot identify the number, the card goes back on the bottom 
of the card pile. 

3. The first child to fill all the craters on the moon placemat wins.
 

 

 

   

   



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Activity:  Paper Plate Animals 
 

For complete instructions and more paper plate animals ideas, visit 
http://www.firstpalette.com/Craft_themes/Animals/paperplateanimals/paperplateanim
als.html 

 
Supplies Needed: 

Paper plate 
Any water-based paint 
White glue 
Scissors 
Paint brush 

Wiggle eyes 
Construction paper 
Crayons or markers 
Craft stick, pompoms, other decorative 
materials 

 

Paper Plate Tiger and Leopard 
Children will surely enjoy exploring and painting the different patterns 
and colors that animals have. This craft can also be used to learn about 
the similarities and differences of animals belonging to the same family or 
classification. 
 
 
 

Paper Plate Lion 
The important detail for making a lion is its mane. Cut out strips of 
brown construction paper or crepe paper and glue these around the 
back edge of the paper plate. 
 
 

Paper Plate Elephant 
A long trunk out of cardboard or construction paper is attached 
to the paper plate prior to painting. The lines or creases can be 
painted on or drawn with a crayon. When using a crayon, make 
sure the painted paper plate is dry before drawing the lines or 
other details. 
 
 

Paper Plate Zebra 
The steps for making this zebra are almost identical to that of the 
giraffe except for the tufts of hair at the top of the zebra’s head. To 
make these hair (or mane), cut thin strips of black construction paper 
and glue these at the back of the paper plate, in the area between the 
ears. 
 

http://www.firstpalette.com/images_600x400/paperplateanimals-tigerleopard.jpg
http://www.firstpalette.com/images_600x400/paperplatelion-main.jpg
http://www.firstpalette.com/images_600x400/paperplateelephant-main.jpg
http://www.firstpalette.com/images_600x400/paperplatezebra-main.jpg


Word Search Answer Key 
 

 

V I L L A G E T W B X G H A E 
Z X C N M C A S D F G S J F A 
F H G S N Y M O O N X H K C R 
D V B A G Z A P Q W U I L D T 
C B D X V E N H E R I M Q K H 
S T A R S G G T O Y U M W J I 
M B I K L S O V J O K E S O P 
B A S T D F G A H J K R R B L 
R M N S U N O P G Q R I Y V S 
O T V U I I G H J C A N C A N 
T K N L M H P A Z X C G O P M 
H B V M N P F D S A L L U N B 
E R I D D L E S K W A V E S A 
R H M N P O P Y T R E V U R T 
Z E G N E D A Q Y R E F G S D 

 
 
DOLPHIN 
EARTH 
SUN 
MOON 
STARS 

RIDDLES 
JOKES 
DANCE 
SHIMMERING 
VILLAGE 

WAVES 
MANGO 

 BROTHER 
CANCAN

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


