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What a year 2020 has been! MVAC has responded to the COVID-19 
pandemic by finding new ways to continue our work through these 
extraordinary times. We’ve closed our lab to all but essential personnel, 
postponed public events, and adopted new safety measures. In place 
of in-person outreach activities, we’ve expanded our online and virtual 
outreach. And our contracts and research staff, with masks in place, 
have continued providing essential services to agencies, municipalities, 
businesses, and the public.

We look forward to seeing you all again in person—and we’ve included 
some pre-COVID field photos here to remind us of what we’re missing! 
In the meantime, we’re still here for you. We remain deeply committed 
to our mission, and we love to hear from you. We’re also grateful for  
the continuing support of our friends and donors. Together, we’ll  
keep moving forward, stronger than ever.
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DONATE SIGN UP WEB SITE FACEBOOK YOUTUBE TUMBLR

https://www.uwlax.edu/mvac/about-support/donate/
https://www.uwlax.edu/mvac/mvac-news/e-news/
https://www.uwlax.edu/mvac/
https://www.facebook.com/UWLMVAC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkwAf249QKOA6Tjd0kKYbYA
https://uwlmvac.tumblr.com


Tim McAndrews  
Director

Mike Bednarchuk  
Laboratory Supervisor

Jean Dowiasch  
Education Coordinator,  
Research Archaeologist

Wendy Holtz-Leith  
Research Archaeologist

Bonnie Jancik  
Director of Public Outreach,  
Development Budget Manager

Kathy Stevenson  
Operations Manager

Vicki Twinde-Javner  
Research Archaeologist,  
Contracts Budget Manager

Erik Anderson  
Archaeologist

Cindy Kocik  
Archaeologist

Lindsay Lentz  
Archaeologist

MVAC | 2020 OVERVIEW  2

BUILDING CONNECTIONS  |  BETWEEN THE PAST  |  THE PRESENT  |  AND THE FUTURE

David Anderson

Constance Arzigian

Suzanne Harris

Amy Nicodemus

James Theler

MVAC STAFF

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES



The Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center

Since 1982, the Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center (MVAC) has offered an innovative mix 
of archaeology-related research, education, outreach, and contract services that focus on the 
rich cultural heritage of the Upper Mississippi River valley.

What We Do

• MVAC involves the public in archaeology, and learning about and preserving our  
 regional heritage.

• MVAC supports undergraduate and K-12 education and hands-on experience  
 in archaeology.

• Our contracts staff provides information, resources, and professional services  
 for Cultural Resource Management.

• Our facility serves as a regional repository for artifact collections and documents.

How We’re Supported

MVAC is a self-sustaining unit of the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology at  
the University of Wisconsin–La Crosse. We’re funded by contracts and sponsored research, 
public donations, endowment income, and the United Fund for the Arts and Humanities 
(UFAH). Your donations make a difference!
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Archaeological Research and Cultural Resource Management (CRM)

• Since 1982, MVAC has offered the most active research and CRM program in  
 western Wisconsin and southeast Minnesota.

• Our highly skilled archaeologists conduct CRM projects that range from literature  
 reviews and initial surveys to construction monitoring and excavation. 

• We help agencies, units of government, businesses, and individuals include cultural  
 resources in successful project planning. 

• Our clients include agencies and municipalities, developers, engineering firms,  
 and others. 

We’re committed to doing every job well! In fact, most of our clients are repeat customers.

Repository and Library

• MVAC houses the most extensive archaeological artifact repository and library  
 in the region.

• We maintain documented collections from hundreds of sites, and an extensive  
 library of reports and files.

• We offer curation services for federal agencies and the State of Wisconsin.

• We provide information for planning and research, while keeping sensitive  
 information confidential.

We’re working to preserve our regional heritage for future generations.
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Support for Undergraduate Education 

• MVAC’s collections and resources enhance undergraduate learning.

• Internships and other opportunities encourage students to do their own research,  
 learn new skills, and create new knowledge.

• Students and recent graduates gain hands-on field and lab experience as volunteers or paid crew.

MVAC experience helps students prepare for future careers in archaeology— 
and other fields as well.

Public Education and Outreach

• MVAC has one of the most experienced, trusted, and active public archaeology  
 programs in the Midwest.

• We offer an on-campus exhibit area and in-person outreach events, such as our Annual  
 Artifact Show, lectures, public field surveys and field schools, and classes for K-12 students.*

• We support K-12 education by working with teachers and visiting classes (including remotely).

 *Until COVID-19 risks decrease, our building is closed to visitors, and in-person public programs are on hold. Check our website for updates!

We bring archaeology to you!

• Our free e-News emails provide monthly updates, information, upcoming events, book  
 reviews, and more.

• Supporters receive updates, project information, and more in our Archaeology News newsletters.

• Visit our website for news, upcoming events, and lots of information

• Stay current with our Facebook posts and Tumblr blog.

• Watch our videos on YouTube — a brand-new series is now underway!

• Questions about archaeology? Contact us by email, phone, or Facebook.
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PATRON $1,000+
William & Margaret Agger
Anonymous Contribution
Connie Arzigian
Roger & Dorie Bollman
Jim Theler & Suzanne Harris
United Fund for the Arts  
 & Humanities

BENEFACTOR $500-$999
George Farr
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
David Torgerson

SUPPORTING $100-$499
Jeannette Bach
Badger State Archaeological     
 Society of Wisconsin
Gary Bender
Ruthann Benson
Lois & Ed Brick
Jeffrey & Erica Broberg
John Broihahn
Cytec Engineered Materials
Dairyland Power Cooperative
Davy Engineering Co.
Tonya Droessler
Thomas Erb & Cecilia Caron
Ted & Janet Finn
Jim & Jan Gallagher
Bill & Kathy Gresens
Richard Hilliker
Ralph Hodosh
Vance & Diane Holliday
Gilbert Homstad
John Hope
James & Marsha Jordan
Spencer Kawell
Maureen Kinney

Karl & Sarah Kunkel
Maldon Laitinen
Lawrence Lebiecki  
 & Anita Evans
John Lindner
Peter Linnert
Gregory, Kay &  
 Geoffrey Ludvik
Jean Lund
Daniel & Judy Maas
James Mand
John Mand
Ken & Jane McAndrews
Tim McAndrews
Karen McKim & Keith Nelson
Marie Moeller
Michael & Sylvia O’Brien
Bill & Kathy O’Driscoll
Sheila Oberreuter
Teresa Pleger
Thatcher Rogers
Brian & Karen Rude
Quentin Schmierer
Katherine Stevenson
Jerry & Sue Swim
Jane Temp
Jim & Jean White
Joan Yeatman
Roger & Carol Ziff

CONTRIBUTING $50-$99
Dale Agger
Frank Barmore
Dave Barton
Danelle Bemis
Jay Bittner
Taylor Brehm
Loren & Margaret Cade
Effigy Mounds National  
 Monument 

Leslie Eisenberg
Brandon Emerson
Friends of Perrot State  
 Park, Inc.
Erik Gjesfjeld
Laura Godden
Judith & Robert Green
Lee Grosskreutz
Sigurd & Jean Ann Gundersen
Beth Marie Hall
Judy Hansen
Michael Hansen
Charles & Gwendolyn Hatfield
Elizabeth Havlik
Dale & Karen Haymann
Joe & Pat Heim
Edwin & Nancy Hill
Gene & Jeanne Hynek
Bonnie & Paul Jancik
Steven Janczak
Harold & Delrose Jones
David Kreisel
Jim & Sandy Losinski
John Magerus
Sharon Martin
John & Virginia Morris
Anna Motivans
Daniel Napientek
Marcee Peplinski
Prairie du Chien  
 Historical Society
Dennis & Merry Richter
Rosalie Schnick
Lowell & Linda Schultz
Chuck & Judy Shepard
Dr. David Springer
Betty Steele
Hoyt & Jeanine Strandberg
Robert Swartz

Joseph & Lauren Tiffany
Ruth Williams
Patrick & Barbara Wilson
Paul & Joan Wiste
Tom & Georgette  
 Wondolkowski

ACTIVE UP TO $49 
Rich Althaus
Stephen Andersen
Steven & Tina Banicki
Bruce & Kathy Bartel
Lauren Brewer
William & Anita Doering
Marcus & Judith Doolittle
Robert Fay
Friends of the Black River
Patsy & Dave Hofer
Carol Jefferson
Charlotte Kohanek
Kevin Koll
Jeanette Laack
Larry & Ainsley Lichtie
Norm Meinholz
Mark Miazga
Todd & Amy Murphy
Kevin Nauta
Dave Palmquist
Philip Palzkill
John Papenfuss
Kathy Ripp
Elizabeth Schultz
Elizabeth Thomas
Dick & Marcia Thompson
Marina Tingblad
Mitch & Susan Wester
Wisconsin Historical Society

MVAC SUPPORTERS
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Jean Dowiasch
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William Gresens

Bob Halseth

Mikayla Hed

Wendy Holtz-Leith

Shane Howe

Gene Hynek

Bonnie Jancik

Jim Jordan

Robert Keiper

Deb Klaeser

Cindy Kocik

Jeanette Laack

Jack Larson

Frank Lightfoot

Jim Losinski

Dan Maas

Tim McAndrews

Doug Miller 

Roger Mustache

Tadziu Oprzedek

Abe Packard

Laura Paisley

Mark Pingel

Todd Reichert

Jon Robinson

Jennifer Ryan

Steve Smithson

Jaelyn Stebbins

Betty Steele

Susan Steele

Walter, Susie, Jake & Nicole Steele

Kathy Stevenson

Hoyt & Jeanine Strandberg

Kim Thompson

Vicki Twinde-Javner

Abigail Wollam

MVAC VOLUNTEERS
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