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Th&nk_s toa gra‘nt :ﬁmded by the Minnesota
Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund, MVAC

investigating Oimsted County; Minnesota;

whzch includes Rachester The goals, of
) the pro;ect were to (1) conduct an archaeo
logical survey of the county, (2) sumrmiarize
tis known. about ts prehistoric human

'.ous}y ecorded sites, (4} find new sites; (5)
evaliate the. Eandscape for the potential for

.tions.. The work was done in conjunction
with geoarchacologists from Strata Morph
Geoexploration, Inc., who exammed several

smation: processes, evolotion through tlme
-and the potentzal for ée:epiy buned sztes,

Oimsted County is in an mierestmg envi-
ronmental location, iransitional between the
blufflands and valleys landscape of eastern

the tall- orass prameq of centra} and western
Minnesota.

smal streams as weii as the major rivers.

would have be:,n bbon Plant f{}ﬁds would

‘tubers such as the prairie turnip:
lining the streams and in aréas protected
from fires would have provided wood for

wide range of nuts such as hickory, walnut,
hazel, and acom, and a varigty of fruits and
berries. Fauna would have mf:,}uded deer but

Archaeoiegy of OImsted County, MN

ComtanceArz:zgtan, R’eseanh Archaeologzst

spent. two months during summer 2010

0 (3) update the site files with = 8
rrent nformatmn_on the status 6f prev1~

“deeply buried sites, and (6) build a narrative
predictive model of prehistoric site Ioca- 'provxded abundant ﬁsh Three major rivers:
‘south, the Whitewater i the northeast, and
_ the Zumbm through the center and west
site locations to evaluate the Iandscape fer-» L : _
- Pnor to the 2618 suwey, (miy 38 precomact-

sites had been reported for Olm ted County :
- witha auﬁiment level of documentatwn to
‘warrant receiving a site number An addz-

Minnesota near the Mississippi River; and-

Shal ow depiessmns mti’i weﬂanég and- cotiduc edén %45 acres; an .:.hsv .te:,tmo'-

:_'The main animal resource on the prairie - an additional nine.
§ iacaﬁon and recsvered chagnostic amfaets
: Erom one previously reported site, as, well

have been timited but mwht have: miudeé: .
W@Odiands_-_[as conducting subsurface festing on four

_sites to look for the p@&,mbzht}/ of buried

fires and tools and would have supported 2
 at the Olmsted County History Center and

also small mammais The: iy rs Weuld have

drain the county, with the Root atong the

tional 19 lettered sites had poor
locations. No m{)und sites have béenco

firmed by archaeolﬁmst“; though six’ ps’s—-_
s1ble mﬁund sﬁes have been réported. '

on.3 | dcres in e1ght pérceis We identified
ites and refined the

deposits. The project also examined all
of the Native American artifacts curated

identified the source of a major collection
of materials.
-continued on p.3



eryone. We are keeping busy on
ber-of projécts. Connie Arzigian
hout her on-going work in Olmsted
Minnesota in this issue. Kathy
son, Wendy Holtz-Leith and T have
1_t0ring demoiitieﬁ asséeiated

Crosse area, but 1t
ites have survived
einde elepment Few modern urban
rchaeological heritage than
T inde our feet!

sort for the Jackson-Farnum
 Deépartment of Transportation
have also been working with
1 Waupaca County, helping

MVAC Staff

eeter: Joseph A. Tiffany

_ -fmal preduet approved by the Survey'th;s taH

Glenwood culture in southwest Towa, More on th
next time.

MVAC will again host a National Endowment for the
Humanities Summer Institute for Teachers this summer.
Activities. will include work in the Cade 9 Natiorial Historic
Archaeological District and visits {0 severa} 1mp0rtant re~_
gional sites as well,

We are pleased to have Dr. Jon Bak.e'r. as our newesf faculty

member in the Archaeolog;ea}; Stud;es ngram at UW-La S

Crosse. Jon is a La Crosse area natwe who got interested
in archaeology through MVACs pubhc archaeology field
program when he was in Middle Se_heoi. That'is correct—
when he was it Middle School. He went oti to gradite with
a degree in Archacology from UW-L. and did his dissertation
work at the University of Tennessee-Krioxville. We are very

proud of his accomplishments, and Jon will teﬁ you all about '_ |
himself and his teaching and research interests. in a future,

Newsletter

Kathy aﬁd Fw 1th our eoiieague Mark Dudzik of the WISDNR

have completed a massive revision of the Wisconsin Archeo~ -

logical Swrvey’s Guide mArckaeologzcal Work in'Wisconsin.
This has been a daunting project, squeezed in among: our

other work, and would not have gotten {o ﬁnal draft stace Sy

without the 1nput and support of our prefesswna! eoiieagues
in the Wisconsin Archeological Survey ‘We look to have’ ie

_ Mdi’k your caieﬁdarsf \AVAC nd the University of WLSCOE}—

sm~L¢1 Cmsse are hestmg ¢ 2011 .W{idw est Archaeologicai
Confuzence this fall- from Oeteber 13 15, 2011 at the La

- Crosse Center. We expeet miore: than 500 archaeologists

from across the Midwestem United States will be coming
to La Crossé. Many of our miieagues will be bringing their
spouses and family to enjoy the city and the river, restauranis; .
vineyards, orchards, stores, museums, and all of the other
amenities the Coulee Region offers. Visit the web page at:

www.uwlax.edu/mvac/mac2011.htm, We will é;eﬂd_'out more

information on the conference in the early fall; . ™

Our ¢alendar of activities for next year will be out shortly.
Excellent tatks are scheduled, including the fall meeting of
the Wisconsin Archeological Society that MVAC is also
co-hosting. The featured activity will be the re-dedication
marking the preservation 100 vears ago of a large offigy
mound group in Wyalusing State Park in Sepfember. This
is an exeellent opportunity to explore 2 remarkable group
of mounds and camp out at a beautiful state park over the
weekend!

e thank all of vou for your continued help and support.
Have a great summer!
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theearliest documemed cultures in the region,
ted by Paleomdiam makmg Clovis projectile points.
One unithe coiiectlon prewousiy found and reported by a
local resident is the Krelse} Cache, a collection of Hixton
silictfied sandstone blfa{;e prefmms and large flakes, includ-
ing some. ‘with red ocher staining. The nature of the blanks
suggests that tlk,y date to the Paleoindian period. The origin of
. theraw matenal i  Silver Mound, Jackson County, Wisconsin
indi cates that eaﬂy peopi_e were actively moving and trading
throughout the region. The Kreisel Cache is on display at the
-..Olmsted County History Center in Rochester.

. The 2010 survey found artifacts diagnostic of the Late Pa-
leoindian and Archaic periods. A Late Paleoindian point
similar to a Kirk Corner-Notched was found at a site that
- had been prev Iously feported, but had never been surveyed

B by archaeoioolsts This sité was on a terrace of the North

Branch Root River, The Archalc period is well represented
in Olmsted’(ﬁ ounty, with projectile points as well as several
dozen stoneé axes f(mnd in museum collections. MVAC ¢rew
members found a beautiful stone axe during surface survey
of an‘area on a terrace over the Root River. One edge is well
pohshed from use as a woodworking tool. The other end
: shows sxgn of useasa hammer or maul, possibiy for crushing

Iyﬁ the county shows ewdence of (}ccupation begm- '

_ bison bones to extract bone marrow. The site is in what was

probably a “fire shadow”—an area protected from regilar
fires by a bend in the river, Thus, this might have been a prime
location to find wood. Finally, a Middle Archaic Raddatz
Side-Notched point was found in a generally upland setting
nedar & permanent water source, a small {nbutary stream of
the South Fork Whitewater River. Additional sites without
diagnostic artifacts were found near intermittent and small
streams in the G'ther_wiss dry uplands.

MVAL CIEWS also exammed several prevmusly reported
Woodland sites alono streams but did not find’ any deeply
buried deposits. EIsewhere in the county, the Weodiand pe-
riod is best rt,presented by Late Woodland nccupatlons The
last precontact culture in the region, Oneota; has no large
villages in the county, but might be represented among the
many sites that lack diagnostic artifacts.

We would like to thank all of the landowners who let us sur-
vey their property, the crew and volunteers who braved the
rain, mud, and mosquitoes, The Office of State Archaeologist.
This project was funded by the Minnesota Arts and Cultural
Heritage Fund as part of the Statewide Survey of Historical
and Archaeological Sites.

Educatmn N ews

‘V{atchmo Fands Grant The UW-La Crosse Foundation has once again provided a grant to encourage teachcrs to use TVEVAC
educatmnai resources. The grant matches a teacher/school’s cmt dollar for dokiar For more mformatmn comact jean at-

785- 8454 or dowsasah Jean(@uwlax.edu.

Consider bemmmﬂ a member of MVAC

contribution is tax-deductible.

Enclosed ts my contribution of §

Name:

MVALC's innovative Public Education Progrdam brings the excitement of ar(,haeelovy o chlld:en anci
adults thrnghout the atea, Becomne a member of MVAC and receive our néwsletters, which report
oft programs, curent research, upcoming events, and volunteer opportunities. Also, as a member,
you will recelve reminders of special “members only™ events. Please remember that your

Yes!'l want to support the Mississippt Valley Archacology Center Programs!

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

E-mail address;

Please make checks payable to UW-L Foundation, Inc. for MYAC and send to MVAC, 1725 State St., La Crosse, W1 54601, Gifts to the
UW-L Foundation for MVAC quality as charizable tax deducations to the full extent of the law as applied 1o the individual circumstances of
each donor. You can increase your gift's value if your employer has a matching gift plan. Check with yvour human resources office.
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CEN i of Fh%onsm La Crosse

? 25 Sf‘az‘e Sfreef
La Cmsse Wt 54501 3788

Address Sei’!kicé 'Réques;ted

www.uwlax.edu/mvac.

MVIC’aI the C:?znci sify

~Monday, August 8 from 9

ntroduction fo Archacolo

Egvpt, gr. 4-6; 9 a.t_i;.’ —3 p.m
-Tuesday, August 9 from:

mvac/mac201 1 him,




