
Dear friends, alumni and distinguished guests:

From our storied beginnings in 1909, when the La Crosse 
Normal School was founded, to our place of prominence 
today in 2019, the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
has grown into one of the best public universities in 
the country. Thus we can be proud of many things — in 
particular, today’s graduating class.

Earlier this year, U.S. News & World Report ranked UWL 
No. 3 among public universities in the Midwest who offer 
undergraduate and master’s programs, the highest ranking 
of any UW institution in this category. And we also now 
are ranked No. 89 in Kiplinger Magazine’s list of the Top 
100  Values in American Public Higher Education, further 
recognition of our strong national leadership in advanced 
education.

A commitment to excellence exists throughout the UWL 
campus, and the accomplishments listed on page 5 
showcase some of our most notable achievements. 
But the greatest testament to our tradition of academic 
excellence is the group of outstanding students who make 
up today’s graduating class. Each one of them is a point 
of pride, and we’re so very grateful for that.

So on behalf of the staff and faculty here at UWL, it’s my 
pleasure to thank you for joining us today to celebrate the 
crowning achievement of the university experience. The 
future holds great promise for our graduates, and I hope 
you are as proud of them as we are!

Best wishes,

Joe Gow
Chancellor
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Fifty Fifth Annual Winter Commencement 

University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 

Sunday, the fifteenth of December, two thousand nineteen

La Crosse Center | 11 a.m.

School of Education

College of Business Administration

College of Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities

College of Science and Health

Processional
“Pomp and Circumstance” ................................................................................................................................................Edward Elgar
 	 UWL Brass Ensemble

“Trumpet Voluntary”  ....................................................................................................................................Purcell/arr. Harold Walters                                          

Processional Narration ............................................................................................. Terry Wirkus, Academic Technology Services

Ceremony
Welcome...................................................................................................................................................................Joe Gow, Chancellor

Graduating Class Student Introduction................................................Vitaliano Figueroa, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs

Student Address......................................................................................................................................................................Cortlyn Kelly

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees..............................Betsy Morgan, Provost & Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Degrees and Awarding of Diplomas.........................................................................................Joe Gow, Chancellor
	 Bob Hetzel, Vice Chancellor for Administration and Finance
	 Barbara Stewart, Vice Chancellor for Diversity and Inclusion

..................................Greg Reichert, Vice Chancellor for University Advancement/President of the UWL Foundation

School of Education.......................................................................................................................... Marcie Wycoff-Horn, Dean

College of Business Administration..............................................................................................................Laura Milner, Dean 

College of Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities......................................................................................Karl Kunkel, Dean

College of Science and Health..........................................................................................................Mark Sandheinrich, Dean

Graduate Studies............................................................................................................................. Meredith Thomsen, Director 
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New Alumni Welcome... …………………………………………………………………………………Tim Behling, ’88

	 Vice Chair, UWL Alumni Association Board of Directors

Singing of Alma Mater

The Alma Mater
Morning sun greets many banners	 Colors dear, flag we love 
On its westward way,	 Float for aye;
Fair to us above all others 	 Old La Crosse to thee,
Waves maroon and gray.	 May we all be ever loyal
	 To thy memory.

Closing Remarks.....................................................................................................................................................Joe Gow, Chancellor

Recessional
“Triumphal March”............................................................................................................................................Verdi/ arr. Claire Johnson

“Trumpet Tune and Air”................................................................................................................................Purcell/ arr. Elgar Howarth

“Sonata from Die Bankelsangerlieder” .......................................................................................................................ed. Robert King

Please remain seated during the recessional and until all graduates and faculty have exited.

Mace Carrier
A. Wahhab Khandker, College of Business Administration	

Commencement Interpreter...............................................................................................................................................Colleen Cudo

Name Reader.............................................................................................................. Terry Wirkus, Academic Technology Services
................................................................................................................................................................................................Kristine Wirkus

Commencement ushers are members of the Vanguard organization.

Note: Sound-enhancement earphones are available for hearing-impaired guests. Ask an usher if you would like to use the earphones. 
	 Please return them to an usher after the ceremony.

A reception for graduates and their family and friends will be held immediately following the ceremony.  
Please proceed to South Hall to meet your graduate. A map of the La Crosse Center can be found on page 16.
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Academic Dress

The academic apparel worn by faculty and staff in the processional has its origins in the universities of the 
Middle Ages. Because the universities grew out of church schools, both faculty and students were regarded as 
part of the clergy, and wore clerical clothing based on monastic dress.

The head covering developed from the skull cap worn to protect tonsured heads in cold weather. In the 
universities, the skull cap acquired a point at the top which gradually evolved into a tassel. In Europe, the bonnet 
with a tassel is still worn, but has been replaced in America by the mortar board cap or tam with a tassel.

The style of the gown may have been borrowed from the Benedictine monk’s habit. In the Middle Ages, those 
with bachelor’s and master’s degrees could be distinguished by the simplicity or elaborateness of their gowns. 
The master’s gowns were often furred, a decoration surviving as the three velvet bars now used on the sleeves 
of the doctoral gown.

The hood was originally worn over the head in bad weather, and otherwise dropped onto the shoulders. 
First worn by faculty and students, the hood is now added to the apparel of those with master’s and 
doctoral degrees. The color of the velvet trim on the hood indicates the scholarly field, for example, dark blue 
(philosophy), golden yellow (science), light blue (education), pink (music), apricot (nursing), drab (business), and 
white (arts). The colors of the satin lining are those approved and authorized by the college or university from 
which the degree was earned. 

Medallion Symbolizes Academic Excellence

Wearing a medallion or seal of office has been a symbol of academic excellence since the Middle Ages. 
The seal marked official documents then; heads of institutions wore the seal around the neck to keep it in 
their possession. The chancellor’s medallion features a design and materials that reflect UW-La Crosse. The 
mokume-gane or “wood grain metal” used is a specialty of the campus jewelry studio.

Mace Shows Quest for Truth

Once a weapon in medieval combat, the mace was adopted by universities as a symbol of the power of the 
quest for truth. The mace is carried in the commencement ceremony by a distinguished senior faculty member. 
William R. Fiorini, a UWL art professor, designed and made the medallion and mace, which were used for the 
first time at the inauguration of Chancellor Judith L. Kuipers in September 1992.

The mace and medallion were given to the University by Mary Hebberd and Ruth Nixon-Davy, professors 
emeriti. Silver plaques on the medallion box and mace stand acknowledge these gifts.

Symbols of Academic Achievement

Many undergraduate students are wearing items that reflect high academic achievement. Commencement 
Honors are designated by silver cords, and are worn by students who have at least a 3.50 cumulative grade 
point average. Those wearing gold cords have earned Commencement Highest Honors with at least a 3.75 
average. Members of the Golden Key International Honour Society are wearing a medallion on a blue and gold 
neck ribbon. The organization is open to the top 15 percent of graduating seniors in various fields of study. 
Discipline-specific honor organizations are represented by a variety of other cords. 

International Flags and Sashes

The international flags displayed on the commencement platform represent the home countries of international 
students attending the University. Sashes are worn by graduates who studied abroad. Each sash represents the 
country in which the student studied.
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Even more reasons to be a proud UW-La Crosse graduate …
•	 U.S. News & World Report’s 2020 America’s Best Regional 

Universities in the Midwest lists UWL the state’s top and the No. 3 public 
university in the Midwest among institutions providing undergraduate and 
master’s programs. It’s the 19th consecutive year UWL is at the top. UWL 
also made the magazine’s first “Top Performers on Social Mobility” which 
identifies how schools assist students with Pell Grants.

•	 UWL is No. 13 among four-year public institutions nationally with the 
highest, five-year repayment rates for Pell Grant recipients. Eighty-
two percent receiving Pell Grants in the 2010 or 2011 fiscal years had paid 
toward their principal five years later. Also, UWL students who began repaying 
federal student loans during 2015 have the lowest loan default rate over a 
three-year period among all other UW System institutions. Only 1.6 percent 
of UWL students defaulted on their loans, compared to the 5.1 percent UW 
average.

•	 Students in fall 2019 set a record enrollment for UWL: 10,580. The first-
year class included a record 2,194 students. The number of undergraduate 
degrees awarded has steadily risen over the last decade with 2,020 
undergraduate degrees awarded in 2018-19, up from 1,658 in 2010-11.

•	 UWL retains and graduates a higher percentage of its students than 
any other comprehensive university in the UW System.

•	 The largest single gift ever to UW-La Crosse — $2.1 million — in fall 
2019 is a “game-changer” for the College of Business Administration 
and the region. It establishes the Menard Family Midwest Initiative 
for Economic Engagement and Research that provides students more 
opportunities to learn economics through hands-on experiences and 
community engagement.

•	 UWL Associate Lecturer in the History Department Kyle C. Lincoln, a 
historian of Medieval Europe, has received the 2019 Lone Medievalist 
Prize for Teaching. The international award honors his unique approach to 
teaching Medieval History.

•	 A UW-La Crosse staff member has received a national lifetime 
achievement award. Criss Gilbert, office manager and testing coordinator 
in Counseling & Testing, was honored with the lifetime achievement award 
at the National College Testing Association conference for his dedication 
and commitment to excellence in testing, service to the organization, and 
contributions to NCTA and testing.

•	 The UW-La Crosse Therapeutic Recreation Program received the 
Program of Merit for Health Professions designation from The 
Academy for Gerontology in Higher Education in 2019. It’s the first ever 
health professions program to receive the honor.

•	 In addition, UWL’s Therapeutic Recreation Program received the 
American Therapeutic Recreation Association Excellence in 
Education award in 2019. The annual award goes to one clinical agency or 
institution of higher education that has distinguished itself through outstanding 
contributions to the profession. 

•	 Associate Professor of Physics Shelly Lesher received a Yale 
Presidential Fellowship for 2019-20 — one of about 10 awarded each 
year. She is teaching a Yale University class about the history of the atomic 
bomb and its implications on society.

•	 Three UW-La Crosse sport clubs earned national honors in spring 
2019. The Archery Club won the gold medal for Mixed Bowhunter Team; the 
Bowling Club took second place in its league, and the Men’s Volleyball Club 
team earned third place in its Division II league.

•	 2017 graduate Timothy Fallon was one of 110 nationwide to receive 
the Elijah Watt Sells Award from the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants in 2019. It cites outstanding performance on the 
Certified Public Accountant exam by obtaining a cumulative average score 
above 95.50 across all four sections and passing all four on the first attempt.

•	 AffordableCollegesOnline.org, a leading online organization that lists 
affordable colleges, ranks UWL No. 6 among the Top LGBTQ-Friendly 
Colleges for 2018-19.

•	 UWL is tied for No. 22 on the list of the 2019 Most Affordable Online 
Colleges for Educational Leadership for its Master of Education – 
Professional Development Educational Leadership Emphasis program. 

•	 The La Crosse County Conservation Alliance awarded UW faculty 
member Niti Mishra and several students the Conservation Project 
of the Year Award in 2019. The honor recognizes their work to survey an 
invasive flowering plant degrading regional wetlands and wildlife habitat.

•	 UWL Professor Keely Rees was named a Wisconsin Women’s Health 
Foundation 2019 Champion in Women’s Health. The honor recognized 
five statewide dedicated to improving the lives of the state’s women and their 
families.

•	 The UWL College of Business Administration received an 
international seal of approval from AACSB International — The 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. The re-accreditation 
is valid for five years.

•	 UWL was one of two Wisconsin schools to make Kiplinger’s Personal 
Finance’s list of the top 100 best values in public colleges for 2019.

•	 The American Institute for Economic Research pointed to UWL when 
listing La Crosse as the No. 19 best college town in America — the only 
Badger State city in the top 20.

•	 For the last 20 years, students and others have been able to hear firsthand 
from world leaders in physics. The UWL Distinguished Lecture Series in 
Physics brings Nobel Laureates to campus each year — a one-of-a-kind 
series regionally. The department is one of the nation’s leading programs for 
graduating physics majors with bachelor’s degrees. 

•	 UWL’s physician assistant program earned a 100-percent pass rate 
on the Physician Assistant National Certifying Exam. That, small class 
sizes, and partnerships with the Gundersen Medical Foundation, Mayo Clinic 
School of Health Science and Marshfield Clinic keeps the program attractive.
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CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION

BACCALAUREATE DEGREE CANDIDATES

+ Summer 2019    ~ Winter 2020   ~~ Spring 2020   *Commencement Honors   ** Commencement Highest Honors

School of Education, Professional and Continuing Education

Erik A. Adams*
Montaya C. Adams*
Samuel S. Anderson
Hannah L. Beilke
Kaitlynn N. Belisle**
Noah J. Berger
Rachel R. Biermann**
Amanda A. Braun
Natalie A. Broskow
Katlyn B. Buika
Ryan M. Bunting
Erin N. Burke
Kyle S. Burnikel
Marina L. Carpenter**
Adam A. Carty**
Jaycelin Chan
Brenna M. Cooke*
Taylor E. Crubaugh**
McKenzie L. Demant**
Hailey A. Duchniak*
Brynn T. Dutelle*
Spencer A. Eklund
Kasey I. Erdman**
Robyn L. Ferrian*

Emma K. Fischer*
Allyson B. Frey
Michael T. Froehlich
Bailie A. Hahn
Ashley M. Hall
Lydia M. Hicks**
Dylan J. Hintz*
Melanie C. Hinz**
Zoe Hodges**
Max D. Holden*
Jaide M. Johnson*
Ross R. Jones*
Emily J. Kaul*
Carly J. Kawalec
Alexander J. Keller
Klaire E. Kirchner**
Kyle J. Kolar
Adam S. Krause
Dana M. Krokstrom**
Brianna D. Larcom**
Jacob R. Lemke
Mckenzie R. Lindahl**
Jovahn K. Masters*
Melanie R. Matheus**

Jamie E. Mathews
Lindsey K. Meyers**
Rebecca M. Miller**
Tamma E. Miner**
Elena A. Mueller*
Aidan M. Murphy*
Theresa G. Myers*
Samantha L. Nabar
Emily R. Nelson**
Kerstin L. Newsted
Joshua S. Nurnberger
Evan M. Pagel*
Autumn G. Pedersen
Nickolas J. Peterson
Allison K. Quartaroli**
Mackenzie M. Rechner*
Melanie M. Reed
Caitlin C. Reis
Katherine G. Rittgers*
Olivia M. Roehri*
Krista J. Rueth*
Benjamin D. Rushlow
Hannah M. Schmidt**
Abby M. Schmitt*
Emily J. Schoen*

Ryan A. Send
Ashly E. Serres*
Sara J. Sheard
Magdalini A. Skoufis*
Amanda C. Smits*
Sara M. Sorensen
Atlanta J. Stanton
Rachel L. 

Stoutenborough**
Anne E. Thorp*
Brandon Tristano
Faith Valentine
Kathryn J. Vander Schaaf
Bryce S. Verheyen**
Chance D. Vian
Alexander Villarreal, Jr
Mali N. Wampach*
Jared M. Weisser
Leah C. Westpfahl**
Tanner S. Williamson
Kazoua Yang
Quinn A. Zacharias
Hanna M. Zancho**
Alexis Zuhlke
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College of Business Administration

Danielle R. Abbrederis
Zachariah J. Abitz
Karissa R. Akey
Erika A. Alwes
Nicholas J. Anton
Samantha A. Ayers
Ryan T. Barry
Cheng Bi
Kaia K. Bien*
Dominic M. Bocchini
Matthew J. Bomkamp**
Ty R. Brisky
Kramer T. Brown
Karlie R. Brzezinski
Elijah J. Bularz
Abigail E. Burke
Andrew I. Buss**
Montana R. Cady
Andrew Q. Carbert
Luke M. Caron
Rachel L. Caron*
Carley K. Churches~
Logan J. Coulter~
Zachary M. Crogan
Brandon L. Czuczor*~
Destiny D. Davis*~
Jessica L. DeBrabander
Brittany K. Do-Mckenzie**
Jennifer A. Drazkowski
Bradley D. Elvaker*
Colin R. Farnsworth
Lucas C. Fater*
Stephanie A. Felix**
Austin B. Fenzl
Ashley E. Forrest
Bryan T. Frosch
Logan C. Furniss

Madison P. Giordano*
Chandler S. Gitter
Louis F. Gnida
Nicholas R. Gomez*
Margaret E. Gorman**
Haley R. Griepentrog
Joel J. Hadro*
Jaimi J. Hagen*
Bryce Hansche
Caleb M. Happel
Ryan Harbst
Abby N. Harrington*
Ashli E. Harris~
Timothy A. Hawkins
Mallory A. Hemmersbach
Sean J. Hendrickson
Tyler J. Henry
Matthew Herlache*
Thomas P. Herro~
Anna R. Hilde
Justin P. Hintze
Ashley N. Holubets
Yumeng Hou
Alex J. Jantz*
Breanna L. Janzen
Justin P. Jorstad
Jillian D. Juth
Tyler J. Kachel
Ryan J. Kalinowski
Ethan A. Kargus~
Justin A. Keeney
Tori A. Kempken
Kennedy M. Kitelinger*
Marissa A. Klebenow*
Jacob M. Krueger
Maxine Lacson**
Kristin M. Lamberty
Chase P. Lamp

Madysen M. Leroy
Paul J. Leuck*+ 
Brett S. Lindberg
Collin M. Linden
Jason J. Luebke
Coleman C. Maher
Brendon M. Manning~
Cameron T. Marshall
Patrick D. Marzano
Casey J. McClure*
Wyatt G. McDonald
Jack J. Medrow
Wade J. Melberg
Ethan H. Metz*
Kendal R. Miller**
Kyle M. Miller
Madison K. Mischo
Joseph M. Morris**
Nicholas T. Nelson
Riley R. Neri*
Allison F. Newgard**
Evan K. Nolan
Rebecca L. Olsen
Travis F. Olson*
Brooke R. Pederson
Sarah K. Pesch
Stavros A. Peterson
Kyle A. Pierce
Blake F. Plier
Bradley R. Purdy
Zachary R. Rasmussen
Tyler W. Ray
Hans P. Reitan*
Jordan S. Rigert~
Bethany J. Russell*
Ferrin M. Schelvan
Danielle H. Scheunemann
Ryan D. Schickert

Logan C. Schlough
Kameron M. Schmidt**
Jacob A. Schraeder*
Thomas J. Schrank
Clara M. Schroeder
Lydia M. Schuchardt*
Danielle M. Semler*
Andrew P. Shearrow
Samuel N. Skoyen
Bryant R. Sontag*
Alexandra L. Statz
Alex E. Steen
Gunner J. Stuebs
Joseph Szyszka
Benjamin J. Tollander
Erin E. Toporski
Elaina G. Townley
Andrew J. Unseth*
Abigail M. Vanasse
Anna R. Vande Hei
Kyle P. vanDeursen
Amy R. Villella
Joseph C. Voight
Emma C. Vouk
Ross J. Vuich**
Benjamin R. Wachter**
Samuel J. Wakefield
Brady H. Wanninger
Randolph B. Wendler
Cameron A. White
Matthew J. Wieser
Rachel L. Wilson*
Hunter L. Witt
Thomas Wittenberg
Mason D. Wolter
Payton L. Wright**
Ruixi Zi*
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+ Summer 2019    ~ Winter 2020   ~~ Spring 2020   *Commencement Honors   ** Commencement Highest Honors

Alexa L. Acker
Megan E. Aehlich
Brian M. Allen
Jenna M. Ayala
Curtis M. Baine
Hunter S. Baumgardt*
Tyler A. Behm
Samuel R. Belanger
Kylie N. Bentzen
Karley A. Betzler
Haley E. Beyer
Hosanna R. Biffert
David R. Birkle
Tyler S. Bluske*
Amanda J. Bobzin*
Jay J. Burditt**
Gabriela L. Calderon
Draven M. Calvetti
Yingning Cao**
Jessica N. Carlson*
Marjorie N. Collins
Emily E. Collom
Margaret C. Dahl
Adele M. Danner**
Mekdim Dejene~
Kaley R. Dennee*
Kaitlyn M. Dey
Joslyn R. Diaz
Xiu Chuan Ding
Benjamin J. Dumont**
Gavin W. Ezzell
Katelyn B. Felten
Quinn R. Fitzsimons~
Lindsay R. Florey
Paul J. Francis
Sara D. Fulghum*
Haley N. Gagliano
Emily A. Gardner
Elise L. Geske*
Mary E. Govek*
Abigail E. Greiten

Erin M. Gronquist
Sarah D. Grover
Megan Gunderson*
Emily A. Guttormsson
Ashley L. Haakenstad
Marian H. Haile
Cameron C. Handy
Danaka S. Hanson
Kaylie M. Hanson
Nicole C. Hart*
Dana A. Heitman
Maggie K. Herms*
Mackenzie M. Hesgard
Hallee A. Hess
Megan R. Hill
Ethan S. Ingalls
Sarah J. Isdahl**
Nick W. Janke
Evan M. Jenkins
Julia M. Jensen
Tyler A. Jeschke
Abigail I. Jirschele
Megan L. Johnson
Mitchell T. Johnson~
Tyra A. Johnson
Johanna R. Jorgenson
Danielle E. Kallis*
Amanda M. Kaminski
Cortlyn Kelly*
Shannon L. Kessel
Peter D. Kissling
Caitlyn R. Klemme*
Sophi C. Kleven
Elizabeth J. Klocke**
Michayla G. Klopotek
Morgan A. Kulhanek
Sarah E. Lambert
John R. Lawlis*
Zavier T. Leis
Genevieve L. Lesniewski
Samuel R. Lindner*

Jordan R. Lowe
Ashley M. Luebeck
Simone I. Manzeck
Lucas R. Marinack**
Peter J. McCrea
Andre L. McMillion
Clara D. Medinger
Katie N. Meeker**
Rachel N. Melin
Meghan G. Mueller
Lisa V. Mumm~
Lillian C. Myhre
Allison N. Nelson
Nicole L. Nettell
Nicole M. Nienas
Frederick S. Noelke, Jr
Kallie N. Nygaard*
Noelle A. Olson*
Ashley M. Osmek
Soriene N. Ozcan
Elaina N. Pagliarulo**
Christopher D. Paul**
William G. Pearson*
Morgan E. Pedretti
Brevin G. Persike*
Joshua Phillips
Brooklyn D. Pienta*
Hayden P. Pieper*
Katisha Placke
Jacob L. Poppe
Dana M. Post
Ryan A. Potter**
Chelsea A. Pumala**
Milena G. Rajkovic
Jerry J. Reinhardt
Collin L. Riggs
Molly J. Robbins
Danielle L. Roelse*
Jenna S. Sandstrom**
Cassidy J. Schmidt**
Rebekah E. Schoos*

Katie E. Sharp
William J. Sierzant
Migdalia A. Simpson*
Niko M. Sjogren
Maria A. Skemp*
Chelsey C. Sloan**
Janessa A. Smyth**
Sadie M. Spahn
Raven Stamps
McHale C. Sterba
Miranda N. Stubbe
Amelia M. Sutherland
Lili A. Sweet*
Rachael A. Sweet Willcox
Catherine G. Taylor**
Kaosia V. Thao
Breanna R. Tovar
Brianna J. Tracey
Ashley R. Van Buren
Tessandra L. Van Ells**
Sophie M. Van Remortel**
Diante Vance Jewett
Abigail E. Volm
Sarah J. Waara*
Tore J. Washa
Jacquelyn T. Watry~
Joshua D. Watson
Nicolle K. Wein**
Mitchell C. Wenzel
Garett H. Westerwelle
Bryce D. Wiegand
Allison M. Winkler
Ernest D. Winters, II
Shuangqi Xia
Peter K. Xiong
Viela Yang
Alyson L. Young
Maren G. Youngquist**
Morgan J. Youngquist**
Jessica M. Zika
Mark J. Zobel**

College of Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities
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College of Science and Health

Chester E. Adam*
Valerie R. Adank*
Courtney M. Anderson*
Lauren N. Avila
Zachary J. Baklund*
Carol A. Baryenbruch
Jenna L. Bekkum~
McKenna E. Beyer
Jacob R. Bill*
Lauren J. Boeckmann
Seraphim E. Boggs
Korl C. Bomkamp**
Emily L. Botten
Sabrina R. Brasier
Madeline R. Brown**
Matthew D. Brown
Anne Bunzel~~ 
Katelyn H. Buschman*
Jessyca L. Buttke
Claudia B. Cammack
Nathan H. Carpenter
Samuel W. Carrig~
Quaid T. Cavallin
Madeline L. Chapman*
Mai Chen**
Aaron M. Christensen*
John D. Collins*
Alec M. Compton
Austin J. Cook
Alexis M. Crawford
Kaisa E. Crawford-Taylor
Nicole M. Davis
Austin M. DeBoer**
Alexandra J. Didelot
Andrew Diedrich
Nathan T. Diedrick**
Madelynn C. Drengler
Kaylie M. Edwards
Sarah M. Evans
Forest E. Evanson
Bailey J. Fagerland

Taylor C. Falck*
Margaret K. Finco*
Kayla D. Fingerson*
Caleb I. Fitzmaurice
Lucas T. Fix
Hunter M. Fjorden
Alyssa J. Flagge
Benjamin J. Franson
Leah K. Fricke*
Logan Fulwiler
Collin R. Gadaire
Jori M. Gagas
Kaitlyn L. Ganrude**
Jessica Gartner**
Gabrielle S. Geller
Sonja J. Gerdts**
Matthew G. Gottlieb**
Samuel R. Gowan
Samantha A. Granec
Alec R. Greenlund
Kelly A. Gross*
Edwin J. Haeuser
Samuel J. Haeuser
Haden A. Hammel
Nolan E. Hammer
Leevi R. Hardin
Brady M. Haugh
Ryan W. Heisdorf
Nickolas P. Hexum
Megan I. Hickinbotham
Emily M. Hlavacek**
Dakota S. Holzem**
Michelle A. Homann**
Kylen M. Hovis
Micah B. Ives*
Macy J. Jessie
Cara N. Jones*
Caleb G. Kasper
Gabrielle R. Kelly*
David M. Kendhammer
Margaret L. Knight

Andrew J. Kohlhagen
Samantha R. Kohnle
Casey A. Kolbeck**~~ 
Malorie R. Konkol
Alexander S. Kyser
Ashley C. Lardy
Alexa R. Laurino*
Amanda E. Lauterbach
Rebecca L. Lawrence*
Kiera Leafblad**
Lucy Lee
Victoria Lee*~~ 
Gabrielle A. Lentz
Jacob M. Lewis~
Kyle A. Liegel
Sarah A. Lins
Lauren A. Locy*
Dana M. Luedeman**
Austin L. Martin
Noah E. Martinez
Sabrina L. Marty
Skye T. Matula
Mallory R. Mazurek
Mariah McClain
Taulvish K. McCray
Erynn M. McNeill
Megan Mermal**
Morgan E. Miller**
Alexa M. Milliren
Maximillian Milovets
Kristin K. Mitchell
Mason J. Molland
Christian L. Morzinski
Erin E. Mrozek**
Delaney J. Mulock**
Chandra M. Munroe**
Andrew W. Myers
Mara L. Nelson
Emma L. Neuberger
Kandice Newton~~ 
Matthew T. Nikolay

Claire E. Olig*
Madyson T. Olson
Alex W. Olver*
Mekaela N. Opsahl
Catalina J. Pawlak
Rachel M. Pawlak
Matthew R. Peck
Alejandro Perez~
Masan J. Polk*~~ 
Nathan A. Purtell
Ethan P. Quinn
Brooke E. Quirk
Zarif M. Rahman*
Alix K. Raymond*
Bradley D. Rechtzigel
Kevin J. Reiter*
Shelby N. Rios
Alex R. Rodriguez
Nolan B. Rohrer*
Tristan C. Rooney
Courtney Roskom
Britta L. Rossow*~~ 
Kalin R. Rudnicki
Rayce A. Ruffing~~ 
Sara R. Runde
Taylor J. Schaefer
James E. Schipper
Pauline E. Schlais
Audrey A. Schlenvogt
Blake A. Schleusner
Aaron D. Schmidt*
Ami Leigh Schmidt**
McKenna N. Schmidt
Ashley Schoenbeck
Danielle E. Schultz
Catherine E. Schuth
Brandon D. Sharp
Kaleena E. Sherwood
Salvatore J. Skare
Mitchell J. Smidl
Brooke E. Smith

College of Science and Health baccalaureate degree candidates continued on next page.
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HONORS PROGRAM CANDIDATES

Physics Department Honors 
Samuel J. Haeuser

Political Science /Public Administration 
Department Honors

John R. Lawlis*
Christopher D. Paul**

Psychology Department Honors
Maggie K. Herms*
Megan L. Johnson

Lucas R. Marinack**
Ryan A. Potter**
Nicolle K. Wein**

Maren G. Youngquist**

Sociology Department Honors 
Jenna S. Sandstrom**

+ Summer 2019    ~ Winter 2020   ~~ Spring 2020   *Commencement Honors   ** Commencement Highest Honors

Shanna M. Smith~
David M. Snow
Harold L. Soeder*
Korey R. Soich
Nicholas J. Sorensen
Connor J. Soukup
Mitchell L. Splinter**
Caitlyn H. Strauss**
Josephine P. Talbert*
Mackenzie J. Thelemann*
Bria B. Theodore
Briannae B. Theodore

Brian D. Thome
Megan L. Thomsen
Elizabeth M. Thon
Spencer C. Tomasek
Gabrielle R. Travers~
Brandon R. Treadwell**
Jami L. Turriff
Tyler M. Vanden Boogard**
Samuel J. VanderZee*
Gina M. Wade**
Kyle P. Wade
Jeremiah J. Wait*

Sydney A. Ward
Madison G. Waterstradt
Alexander T. Watt
Connor T. Wears*
Nicholas S. Weiler**
Karla A. West*
Justin White
Natalie A. Wilber**
Cori Williams**
Kourtney J. Wolfe
Kyle J. Wolmutt
Shannon T. Yahnke

Adam D. Yakes**
Elizabeth Yamriska**
Chou Yang
Lingxiao Ye
William K. Yenter
Benjamin Zadow
Xiaolei Zhang
Jared J. Ziegler
Brogan N. Zochert*~~ 
Dane A. Zoske
Stephanie L. Zukowski*~~ 

College of Science and Health baccalaureate degree candidates continued from previous page.
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Master of Business Administration

Brooke L. McClurg

Master of Science

Biology
Brandon J. Harris
Austin J. Mancosky

Biology: Aquatic Science Concentration
Elizabeth M. Hackner

Biology: Cellular and Molecular  
Biology Concentration

Nathan G. Milanowski

Biology: Environmental Science
Theresa A. Simpson

Clinical Exercise Physiology
Kristin N. DeMers+ 
Makayla Heim+ 
Carley J. Henning
Kacey D. Iwen+ 
Logan M. Lasack+
Christopher R. Martinson
Jessica Nagel+
Bo R. Orton+
Austin J. Salzgeber+
Charles V. Schauer+
Olivia J. Stovern+
Blaire L. Thielen
Brandon S. VanGalen+

Community Health Education
Terri L. Boardman
Kathryn L. Ottow
Kristine G. Strelow

Data Science
Taylor M. Czaplewski
Jake T. Linnabary
Robert A. Margherio
Michael Schulz
Christopher Spaude

Medical Dosimetry
Marc Randal Anderson
Makelle Paige Barski
Lauren Emily Brandl
Felicia Chu
Jessica Costa
Marina Cousins
William Alan Deere
Noelle Deiter
Madeline Doberstein
Mikayla De Eskens
Keenan John Fuller
Kyle Taylor Garafolo
Shelby Hall
Amy Lyn Herman
Stephanie Hufnal
Renee Williams Jackson
Jacqueleine Jend
Nathan T. Jones
Neil Joseph Joyce
John M. Kendrick
Travis John Kilmer
Sara Long
Erin Frances Murdoch
Helen Nguyen
Nick Van Nguyen
Ashley Brooke Rochester
Luke Dixon VanLanen
Katherine Grace Zehr Walker
Rodger Carl Williams

Microbiology: Clinical  
Microbiology Emphasis

Angela A. Amoako
Megan J. Nelson
Jacob L. Schmidt
Aaron A. Simoni
Allison M. Zank

Occupational Therapy
Katelyn C. Algas
Emily A. Coates
Stephanie G. Deis
Megan D. Hauck
Samantha J. Hoehle
Carissa M. Knott
Lindsay E. Komro
Emma M. Larkin
Jessica A. Lindgren
Callie M. Manthe
Jennifer R. Maronek
Kayla S. Meixner
Kaylee M. Mitch
Kalli R. Paukert
Victoria K. Salfer
Madeline J. Sandheinrich
Jenna C. Sanken
Jade E. Seipel
Kenneth P. Siebels
Lindsey M. Uphoff
Kelly J. Wirkus

Recreation Management
Lysianne K. Peacock
Sarah M. Stepanik

Master of Public Health

Jason Tsim Nuj Yaj

Master of Software Engineering

Thomas S. Lynch
Waleed M. Mahmoud
Sean C. Martens
Phuong H. Nguyen

Master of Science in Education 

Master of Education -  
Professional Development

Erich L. Boldt
Bradley J. Crandell
Erick P. McCormick
Benjamin L. Tashner
Jennifer L. Wiesner

GRADUATE DEGREE CANDIDATES
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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION, PROFESSIONAL & 
CONTINUING EDUCATION

Master of Education-Professional Development: Educational 
Leadership

Erich Boldt - Healing One Line at a Time: The Use of Art for Self-
Regulation

Bradley Crandell - The Impact of Culturally Responsive Teaching 
on Creating Safe and Inclusive Learning Environments

Erick McCormick - An Examination of How Teacher Stress Can 
Reduce in a Professional Learning Community

Benjamin Tashner - Awareness Through Self-Determination, Self-
Advocacy, and Transition

Jennifer Wiesner - How Trauma Sensitive Teaching Strategies 
Positively Influence Academic Growth

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Master of Science in Biology
Austin Mancosky - 13-Lined Ground Squirrel Platelets Exhibit 

Rod Formation that Potentially Decreases Liver Cell 
Phagocytosis

Master of Science in Biology: Aquatic Science
Elizabeth M. Hackner - Effects of Reward®, Cutrine®, Formalin, 

Hydrogen Peroxide, and Chloramine-t on Survival and 
Emergence of Epitheca (Corduliidae: Odonata) Larvae

Master of Science in Biology: Cellular & Molecular
Nathan Milanowski - SK-03-92 Treatment of Saccharomyces 

cerevisiae Affects Cell Cycle Progression

Master of Science in Biology: Environmental Science 
Concentration 

Theresa L. Simpson - An Eighteen-Year Spatial and Temporal 
Analysis of Recolonizing Gray Wolves (Canis lupus) in a 
Disjunct Population 

Master of Science in Community Health Education 
Terri L. Boardman - Assessment of Current and Proposed 

Volunteer Recruitment, Retention, and Recognition 
Strategies for a Rural First Responder Unit in Western 
Wisconsin

Kathryn L. Ottow - Educating Adult Populations on the Effects of 
Electronic Cigarette Use on Youth and Young Adults

Kristine G. Strelow - Using Community Conversations to 
Understand the Perceptions, Beliefs, and Behaviors Around 
Breastfeeding in the Hmong Community of La Crosse, 
Wisconsin

Master of Science in Medical Dosimetry 
Marc Anderson - Implementation and Satisfaction of RapidPlan 

Knowledge-Based Planning Software in the Clinical Setting 

Makelle Barski - Minimizing Dose to the Heart, Left Anterior 
Descending Artery, and Lungs in Whole Breast Irradiation 
by Reducing Interleaf Transmission on Elekta Linear 
Accelerators 

Lauren Brandl - Implementation and Satisfaction of RapidPlan 
Knowledge-Based Planning Software in the Clinical Setting

Felicia Chu - Evaluation of Replanning in Intensity-Modulated 
Proton Therapy for Oropharyngeal Cancer: Factors 
Influencing Plan Robustness 

Jessica Costa - Left Chest Wall Radiotherapy Plus Regional 
Nodal Irradiation (RNI): Developing a Metric to Predict an 
Optimal Treatment Planning Technique

Marina Cousins - Dosimetric Comparison of Knowledge Based 
Planning and Multi-Criteria Optimization for Stereotactic 
Body Radiation Therapy of Early Stage Non-Small Cell 
Lung Cancer

William Deere - A Retrospective Evaluation of Mixed Energy 
Volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy for Anal Cancers with 
Lymph Node Involvement

Noelle Deiter - Evaluation of Replanning in Intensity-Modulated 
Proton Therapy for Oropharyngeal Cancer: Factors 
Influencing Plan Robustness

Madeline Doberstein - Minimizing Dose to the Heart, Left 
Anterior Descending Artery, and Lungs in Whole Breast 
Irradiation by Reducing Interleaf Transmission on Elekta 
Linear Accelerators

Mikayla Eskens - A Retrospective Evaluation of Mixed Energy 
Volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy for Anal Cancers with 
Lymph Node Involvement

Keenen Fuller - A Comparative Study of Prone Breast Treatment 
Planning Using EZFluence Versus a Manual Field-in-Field 
Technique

Kyle Garafolo - A Comparative Study of Prone Breast Treatment 
Planning Using EZFluence Versus a Manual Field-in-Field 
Technique

Master’s Thesis and Project Titles
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Master’s Thesis and Project Titles

Shelby Hall - Minimizing Dose to the Heart, Left Anterior 
Descending Artery, and Lungs in Whole Breast Irradiation 
by Reducing Interleaf Transmission on Elekta Linear 
Accelerators

Amy Herman - SBRT of Superior Liver Lesions Using Acuros XB 
Calculation Algorithm and 10 MV FFF Beams: A Search of 
Acceptable MLC Margins

Stephanie Hufnal - A Comparative Study of Prone Breast 
Treatment Planning Using EZFluence Versus a Manual Field-
in-Field Technique

Renee Jackson - Implementation and Satisfaction of RapidPlan 
Knowledge-Based Planning Software in the Clinical Setting

Jaqueleine Jend - A Comparison of Dose Estimation Between 
Anisotropic Analytical Algorithm (AAA) and Acuros XB for 
Hippocampal-Avoidance Whole Brain Radiation Therapy 
(HA-WBRT)

Nathan Jones - SBRT of Superior Liver Lesions Using Acuros XB 
Calculation Algorithm and 10 MV FFF Beams: A Search of 
Acceptable MLC Margins

Neil Joyce - SBRT of Superior Liver Lesions Using Acuros XB 
Calculation Algorithm and 10 MV FFF Beams: A Search of 
Acceptable MLC Margins

John M. Kendrick - A Comparison of Dose Estimation Between 
Anisotropic Analytical Algorithm (AAA) and Acuros XB for 
Hippocampal-Avoidance Whole Brain Radiation Therapy 
(HA-WBRT)

Travis Kilmer - Volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy Planning 
to Reduce Ipsilateral Submandibular Gland and 
1B Nodal Radiation for Oropharyngeal Head 
and Neck Cancer

Sara Long - Dosimetric Comparison of Knowledge Based 
Planning and Multi-Criteria Optimization for Stereotactic 
Body Radiation Therapy of Early Stage Non-Small Cell Lung 
Cancer

Erin Murdoch - A Comparison of Dose Estimation Between 
Anisotropic Analytical Algorithm (AAA) and Acuros XB for 
Hippocampal-Avoidance Whole Brain Radiation Therapy 
(HA-WBRT)

Helen Nguyen - A Retrospective Evaluation of Mixed Energy 
Volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy for Anal Cancers with 
Lymph Node Involvement

Nick Nguyen - Volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy Planning 
to Reduce Ipsilateral Submandibular Gland and 
1B Nodal Radiation for Oropharyngeal Head 
and Neck Cancer 

Ashley Rochester - Left Chest Wall Radiotherapy Plus Regional 
Nodal Irradiation (RNI): Developing a Metric to Predict an 
Optimal Treatment Planning Technique

Luke VanLanen - Volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy Planning 
to Reduce Ipsilateral Submandibular Gland and 
1B Nodal Radiation for Oropharyngeal Head 
and Neck Cancer

Katherine Walker - Left Chest Wall Radiotherapy Plus Regional 
Nodal Irradiation (RNI): Developing a Metric to Predict an 
Optimal Treatment Planning Technique

Rodger Carl Williams - A Dosimetric Comparison of the Field in 
Field Method Versus Irregular Surface Compensator in the 
Treatment of Left Sided, Early Stage Breast Cancer: A Case 
Study

Master of Science in Microbiology - Clinical Microbiology 
Aaron Simoni - The Effects of SK-03-92 Treatment on 

Saccharomyces cerevisiae Meiosis, Sporulation, and DNA 
Integrity

Master of Science in Recreation Management 
Lysianne Peacock - Interpretive Media Plan for Wyalusing State 

Park
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2019 Honorary Degree Recipients

UW-La Crosse’s honorary doctorate is given to highly deserving people meriting 
special recognition for exceptional achievement and distinction in a field or activity 
supporting the mission of the university.

Ron and Jane Rada 

Ron and Jane Rada are two respected and beloved retired educators who are 
philanthropic in spirit. They have been pillars of stalwart support for UWL, its 
students, staff and faculty.

Ron had a distinguished career at UWL beginning in 1975, serving as professor, 
director of the River Studies Center, associate dean of the College of Science and 
Allied Health and interim provost twice. Officially retiring in 2006, he continued to 
serve as an official volunteer under three chancellors and work with the university in 
general and the River Studies Center. As professor emeritus he helped lead efforts 
for two successful National Conference on Undergraduate Research events on 
campus, along with the 2006 International Conference on Rivers and Civilization 
and the 2015 International Symposium for River Science in La Crosse. He served 
on the leadership and transition teams for the UWL Foundation and remains a 
special assistant to its president.

Jane had a distinguished career at Western Technical College in La Crosse as 
an instructor in the Business Division from 1975–2002. She was program head 
of the Business Technology Department from 1994–2000. Jane also served as 
coordinator of WTC’s Academic Quality Improvement Program for the college’s 
accreditation through the North Central Association’s Higher Learning Commission 
and as an examiner for the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Program. She is a 
longtime volunteer at Gundersen Health System, has served on numerous non-profit 
boards, was on the UWL Foundation Board of Directors from 1995–2004 and 
currently serves as an emeritus director.

In 2001, Ron and Jane were recipients of the UWL Chancellor’s Award and 
established the UWL Rada Distinguished Alumnus Award to honor recent to mid-
career alums making exceptional contributions to their profession and communities.

Ron holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of South Dakota-Springfield, 
a master’s from the University of South Dakota in Vermillion and a doctorate from 
Montana State University in Bozeman.

Jane holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of South Dakota-Springfield, a 
master’s from Montana State University in Bozeman, and an MBA from UWL.
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University of Wisconsin System Board of Regents

John R. Behling, President
Drew Petersen, Vice President
Robert Atwell
Scott Beightol
José Delgado
Michael M. Grebe
Eve Hall
Mike Jones
Tracey L. Klein
Becky Levzow
Edmund Manydeeds III
Janice Mueller
Andrew S. Petersen
Cris Peterson
Jason R. Plante
Carolyn Stanford Taylor
Torrey Tiedeman
Karen Walsh
Gerald Whitburn
Olivia Woodmansee 

This publication was not printed at taxpayer expense.

FIRST DESTINATION SURVEY 
Graduates, please tell us about your post-graduate career plans.  Share the good news at 

www.uwlax.edu/hired

The survey will take less than five minutes and is completely confidential.   
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Exit to the 
Ballroom Level

RECEPTION

COMMENCEMENT

HOODING

A reception for graduates and 
their family and friends will be held 
immediately following the ceremony. 
Please proceed to South Hall to meet 
your graduate.


