NSF Project Summary	Comment by Brittney Greeno: According to the NSF PAPPG: 
“Each proposal must contain a summary of the proposed project not more than one page in length. The Project Summary consists of an overview, a statement on the intellectual merit of the proposed activity, and a statement on the broader impacts of the proposed activity.

The overview includes a description of the activity that would result if the proposal were funded and a statement of objectives and methods to be employed. The statement on intellectual merit should describe the potential of the proposed activity to advance knowledge. The statement on broader impacts should describe the potential of the proposed activity to benefit society and contribute to the achievement of specific, desired societal outcomes.

The Project Summary should be written in the third person, informative to other persons working in the same or related fields, and, insofar as possible, understandable to a scientifically or technically literate lay reader. It should not be an abstract of the proposal.

The Project Summary may ONLY be uploaded as a Supplementary Document if use of special characters is necessary. Such Project Summaries must be formatted with separate headings for Overview, Intellectual Merit and Broader Impacts. Failure to include these headings will result in the proposal being returned without review.”

Questions under each section derive from information provided in the NSF PAPPG “Merit Review Criteria” section. 

Overview: The Overview includes a description of the activity that would result if the proposal were funded and a statement of objectives and methods to be employed.
Questions to consider as you develop this section in your concept paper/project summary/narrative:
· What is the gap in knowledge or need that is driving your research proposal?
· What is your overall objective or central hypothesis?
· What is your rationale-why do you want to do the research?
· How are you and your research team qualified and well prepared to undertake this research?
· What are the specific aims of the project, including main methods/approaches for each, as well as how evaluation will be used?
· How is what you are proposing creative and original? 

Intellectual Merit:  The Intellectual Merit criterion encompasses the potential to advance knowledge.
Questions to consider as you develop section this in your concept paper/project summary/narrative:
· What is the potential for the proposed activity to advance knowledge and understanding within its own field or across different fields?

Broader Impacts: The Broader Impacts criterion encompasses the potential to benefit society and contribute to the achievement of specific, desired societal outcomes. 
Questions to consider as you develop this section in your concept paper/project summary/narrative:
· What is the potential for the proposed activity to benefit society or advance desired societal outcome(s)? 	Comment by Brittney Greeno: Review the solicitation guidelines to see if there are specific broader impacts that the directorate or program wants you to address.

Examples include:
Full STEM participation of women, persons with disabilities, and underrepresented minorities;
Improved STEM education and educator development at any educational level;
Development of a diverse, globally competitive STEM workforce;
Enhanced [STEM] infrastructure for research and education;
Increased public scientific literacy and public engagement with [STEM] science/technology;
Increased partnerships between academia, industry and others;
Improved national security;
Increased economic competitiveness; 
Improved wellbeing of individuals and society 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Can you describe how the proposed impacts will result in advancement? If you can quantify your expected outcomes, try doing so. (For example, “10 undergraduate students will continue forward into STEM career paths”)
· Will the impact of your project be amplified through the proposed dissemination plan? 
· How will attainment of the desired societal outcome(s) benefit society?
