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The Public Speaking Center provides quality peer-to-peer consulting for all UW-L students seeking assistance on oral presentations and public speaking assignments. Peer Consultants provide support for students with topic selection, outlines, delivery, audiovisual aids, managing speaking anxiety, and increasing confidence. Peer Consultants attend training sessions, promote the Center’s services, aid in developing the Center’s resources, and serve as representatives and members of the Murphy Learning Center.  
Peer consultants work 1-8 hours per week from the third week of class until the last day of class. The Public Speaking Center is open Sunday afternoons, Monday-Thursday from the morning until the early evening, and Friday mornings. Students who work in the Public Speaking Center set their availability and will have the same schedule for the entire semester.  
New Peer Consultants should plan to enroll in a 299 course in the Fall of their first semester (1 credit – meets 4:30-5:30pm Mondays) as part of their certification and training. An alternative training module is available.  
Students interested in serving as a Peer Consultant should email this completed application to Dr. Kate Lavelle (klavelle@uwlax.edu). Applicants may be contacted for an interview. 

Murphy Learning Center Peer Consultants 
 
What are the requirements to being a peer tutor? 
· At least a 3.0 GPA (or permission from the Murphy Learning Center Director) 
· Grade of an A, AB, or B in subject content being tutored 
· Recommendation of two faculty/staff from the discipline you would like to tutor (see application) 
· Successful completion of CST 110 (upon start of tutoring in the Public Speaking Center) 

What are the qualities of a good peer tutor? 
An effective tutor should possess the following traits: 
· dependability and punctuality 
· effective communication skills: listening, speaking, and observing 
· empathetic and understanding toward others 
· developed study habits 
· personable and organized 

Being a peer tutor enhances your resume! 
· improved interpersonal and communication skills 
· increased knowledge of subject matter 
· greater confidence and ability to interact with a variety of people 
· satisfaction of helping others 



Peer Consultants can volunteer, be hired (limited amount of money is available), earn income if work study eligible, and/or earn credit for CST 391: Practical Applications in Communication Studies.  
CST 391 fulfills elective credit for CST majors.  
• 3 units = 120 total hours or 8 hours of work per week  
• 2 units = 80 total hours or 5.3 hours of work per week  
• 1 unit = 40 total hours or 2.7 hours of work per week  

