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1. Introduction
1.1. The mission of the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse (UWL) is to provide a challenging, dynamic, and diverse learning environment in which the entire university community is fully engaged in supporting student success.  In furtherance of this mission, the University affirms its commitment to fostering civic engagement, encouraging participation in the democratic process, and supporting the free exchange of ideas within the campus community.  Political discourse, voter engagement, and campaigning are integral components of an informed and active citizenry and represent important expressions of the rights guaranteed under the First Amendment to the United States Constitution and Article I of the Wisconsin Constitution.

1.2. As a residential institution, the University recognizes that its residence halls serve not only as students’ primary living spaces but also as extensions of the educational environment.  Within these spaces, UWL must balance its commitment to free expression and civic participation with its responsibility to ensure that residence halls remain safe, orderly, and conducive to academic success, community living, and personal well-being.

2. Purpose
2.1 This policy establishes the framework governing political campaign activities within University residence halls.  It is intended to ensure that such activities occur in a manner consistent with constitutional protections, applicable state and federal laws, and University policies, including those related to student conduct, safety, and the appropriate use of University property.

2.2 The provisions set forth herein are designed to promote civic engagement and facilitate political expression while protecting the rights of all residents, preserving the residential environment, and maintaining the primary educational and developmental purposes of University housing.  This policy seeks to provide clarity and consistency in the regulation of campaign activities while ensuring compliance with Wis. Admin. Code § UWS 18.11(9) and other relevant authorities.


3. Scope
3.1 This policy applies to all individuals and organizations, including students, employees, registered student organizations, political parties, advocacy groups, and external entities, who wish to engage in political campaign activities within the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse residence halls.

3.2 This policy does not govern expressive activities occurring in outdoor public university areas, classrooms, or other non-residential campus facilities, which are covered by separate University policies.

4. Definitions
For the purposes of this policy:
4.1 Campaigning: Advocacy or education directly related to voter registration or voting in an election, a candidate appearing on the ballot, or a referendum question registered to appear on the ballot in an upcoming municipal, state, or national election.

4.2 Campaign/Campaigning Literature: Printed materials distributed for the purpose of campaigning as defined above.

4.3 Residence Halls: University-owned or -operated housing facilities that serve as student living spaces.

4.4 Designated Tabling Area: A specified location within a residence hall where campaign activities may occur under this policy.

5. Policy Statement
5.1 The University supports political engagement as a vital component of civic learning and student development.  Individuals and organizations are permitted to engage in political campaigning and distribute campaign/campaigning literature in the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse residence halls in accordance with the procedures, restrictions, and requirements outlined in this policy.

5.2 All campaign activity must be conducted in a manner that respects the rights of residents, protects the safety and security of the residential environment, and does not disrupt the educational mission of the University.

6 Procedures and Requirements
6.1 Registration
A. Individuals or organizations wishing to conduct campaign activities must register with the Office of Residence Life at least 2 full business days in advance of each planned campaigning activity.  
B. Advance approval of registration requests is required, and it will not be granted if the designated tabling space has already been reserved by another party at the time of the request.

C. The Office of Residence Life may require certain information about the registrants and the contemplated campaigning activity.

D. Approval will be granted on a viewpoint-neutral basis and subject to space availability.

E. Due to the limited number of residence halls and the need to ensure equitable access to these spaces, no individual or group may conduct campaigning activities in the same residence hall more than once per week.  The Office or Residence Life may, at its discretion, further limit or adjust frequency based on space availability, operational needs, or competing requests, provided such determinations are made in a viewpoint-neutral manner. 

F. To request space, please contact the Office of Residence Life:
Phone:  608-785-8075
Email: housing@uwlax.edu
Location:  1500 La Crosse St
		La Crosse, WI  54601

6.2 Location and Hours
A. Campaigning is permitted only in the designated tabling area of each residence hall (the main lobby) during periods when the building is occupied by students during the academic year and during the following hours, as established by the Office of Residence Life: 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

6.3 Access Requirements
A. Any campaigning individual who does not reside in the hall where campaigning is occurring must be physically accompanied by a current UWL student or employee while in any area of the building beyond the designated lobby/tabling area.  The accompanying individual must reside in that building and must agree to take responsibility for ensuring the campaigning individual’s adherence to this policy and all applicable University rules.  (Example: A Sanford resident may escort individuals in Sanford only.  If the campaigning individual enters Laux, a resident of Laux must serve as the escort.)  This provision does not apply in any context in which the non-UWL individual would otherwise be permitted to be unaccompanied in the residence hall under applicable University policies.

B. Upon arrival, campaign participants must check in, following these procedures, established by the Office of Residence Life:
6.3.B.1 Go to the residence hall front desk of the building where tabling was registered, and the front desk employee will show those registered where tabling is allowed in the main lobby.

6.3.B.2 Present identification with UWL staff in order to obtain utilization of space.  Please know that only those indicated on the form will be permitted access to the space.

6.3.B.3 Wear UWL Campaigning Name Identification, provided by UWL, for the duration of the tabling event.

6.4 Distribution of Literature
A. Campaign literature may be distributed in designated tabling areas.

B. Placing materials under or on residents’ doors, or entering living areas, is strictly prohibited.

7 Prohibited Conduct
7.1 The following actions are expressly prohibited under this policy:
A. Door-to-door campaigning or entry into residential living spaces.

B. Placement of campaign literature on or under residents’ doors.

C. Use of sound-amplifying equipment (e.g., microphones, megaphones) during campaign activities.

D. Obstruction of ingress/egress or interference with normal housing operations.

E. Campaigning activities may not interfere with, obstruct, or otherwise impede the operation of front desk services within residence hall lobbies.  Campaign participants must ensure that tabling distribution of materials or interactions with residents do not disrupt desk staff duties or hinder access to desk services.

F. Posting and distribution of campaign materials outside of tabling areas, except as allowed by the Office of Residence Life posting policies.

8 Enforcement
8.1 Violations of this policy may result in:
A. For all individuals and organizations
8.1.A.1 Immediate termination of the campaign activity.

8.1.A.2 Revocation of future access to residence halls for campaign purposes.

B. For UWL Students (for their own conduct or the conduct of non-resident individuals for whom they are responsible):
8.1.B.1 Referral to the Student Life Office for student conduct proceedings under UWS Chapter 17.

8.1.B.2 As appropriate, action under UWL Residence Life Rules and UWL Residence Life contract provisions.

C. For non-UWL-affiliated individuals:
8.1.C.1 Removal from the residence halls and/or campus under UWS Chapter 18.11(6) and (7).

8.1.C.2 As appropriate, civil forfeitures under UWS Chapter 18.13.

9 Exceptions
9.1 Notwithstanding the above provisions, residents of a residence hall, as well as their invitees, may communicate in their residence halls about political matters with as much freedom as residents and their invitees, respectively, are permitted to communicate generally under applicable Office of Residence Life policies.  Relatedly, all residents and invitees must abide by any Office of Residence Life rules, allowing other residents to opt out of disturbances to their dwelling unit.

9.2 Nothing in this policy shall be interpreted to violate any student’s rights under the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

9.3 If a residence hall serves as a polling location, state election laws governing campaigning in or near polling places shall supersede this policy during the election period.

10 Related Policies and Legal References
UWL Expressive Activities on Campus Policy
UWL Space Reservation Policy
UWL Posting Policy
Wis. Admin. Code § UWS 18.11(9)
UWS Chapter 17 – Student Nonacademic Misconduct
UWS Chapter 18 – Conduct on University Lands

11 Review and Revision
11.1 This policy will be reviewed at least once every three years by the Office of Residence Life in consultation with the Student Life Office, University Police, and Shared Governance representatives.

11.2 Following review and consultation with applicable Shared Governance bodies, this policy shall be submitted to the Chancellor and Chancellor’s Cabinet for formal adoption. No provisions of this policy shall take effect until such adoption occurs. Upon adoption, the policy shall be transmitted to the Secretary of the Board of Regents for filing in accordance with UWS 18.14 and all other applicable University and Board of Regents procedures.

11.3 This policy shall become effective on the date it is filed with the Secretary of the Board of Regents, unless a later effective date is specified in the filing. Once effective, the policy shall have the full force and effect of institutional regulation under UWS 18.14.
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