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At graduation each year the university welcomes a new 
group of students into the family of UW-L alumni. Prior 
to this very few students have thought about what it 
means to have alumni status.  

It is important for us to always remember that stu-
dents, both past and present, are the university’s great-
est assets. And, in a time of economic constraints, 
alumni are one of the assets that keep on growing!

Our alumni are truly the “Ambassadors for the Univer-
sity.” Their success in life plays a large part in building 
the reputation of UW-L and its degree programs. 

They reflect the university’s commitment to a world-
class education. They are highly effective allies and 
advocates in support of the institution’s mission. 

UW-L alumni contribute time, talent and financial sup-
port to enable current and future generations of students 
to obtain college degrees. The value of our alumni can 
never be underestimated or over appreciated.
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Professor Jodi Vandenberg-Daves has written 
“modern motherhood: An American history,” 
which provides a comprehensive history 
about motherhood in the U.S.

hollie nyseth Brehm, ’08, has landed on the na-
tion’s “30 Top Thinkers Under 30.” The list includes 
people across the country that Pacific Standard 
magazine predicts will have a serious impact on the 
social, political and economic issues it covers. 

Jeff Kollath, ’00, who works at UW Center for 
the humanities, is dedicated to creating com-
munity spaces to share knowledge.

Throughout his liberal arts education, Tyler heinz, ’10, 
was encouraged to think not of just what exists, but 
what could be. heinz got an idea to start a business 
dealing with running, and he’s run with that idea to a 
store in downtown La Crosse. 

Modern Mom

Top Thinker

Breaking New Ground

Running (is) a Business
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Championing the enduring values of the liberal arts and positioning them as key to transforming people, ideas and the world.
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A printmaking workshop this 
summer produced more than 
impressions in ink. It left par-

ticipants with impressions about life’s 
direction. 

“Something magical happens 
when you blend all of these different 
energies,” says Printmaking Profes-
sor Joel elgin, about the workshop 
participants.

elgin conducted the workshop in 
the form of a european Atelier, the 
common setup for european artists 
from the middle Ages to the 18th or 
19th century. The idea is to gather 
people of varying experience levels in 
one shop to create and inspire. elgin 
invited UW-L students, alumni and 

community members into his studio 
for two weeks in June and July.

“everyone comes into this room 
and has to understand the key is not 
the technical thing you do, but the 
content — the story behind each 
print that you make,” says elgin. 

A story of women, cuLture And 
seLf-refLection

Kate Gray,  ’04, shared a story 
of living in morocco for two years 
with the Peace Corps. She spoke of 
Ramadan, riding the bus, a woman 
wearing a hijab. Some Americans 
assume it’s oppressive, she says, but 
the women she met didn’t think so. 

her art explores what it means to be 
a woman in another culture. 

Since she was in college, her 
artwork has always centered around 
women and her social and political 
beliefs formed through a liberal stud-
ies education. 

Today it reflects even more than 
that. “It’s formed from experience,” 
explains elgin. 

Gray signed up for the workshop 
while still living in morocco. She 
knew it would be the best way to 
process her Peace Corps experience. 
She digs deep, taking a tiny brush to 
a fresh print. She’s processing where 
she’s been the last two years — and 
even the last 20. “What does it mean 

from the cover
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to lose your youth and grow into 
an adult and come to an under-
standing that you no longer have 
those years,” she says. “Yet to 
also feel like a beautiful and mag-
nificent woman — to feel strong 
and empowered.”

everyone has their way of ex-
pressing thoughts and ideas. Art 
is hers. In the studio, Gray and 
others worked long hours into 
the night trying to figure it out. 
They cut wood blocks, etched into 
stone, pulled prints and dabbed 
brushes into fresh ink, solving 
visual problems on the page. 

“This is a shop of blood, sweat 
and tears. Struggle is part of the 
process. That’s where growth 
happens,” says Andrew meyer, 
’11. “Without the process or the 
struggle, not much is gained.” 

meyer was working out his 
post-academia life in restaurant 

management. It has been hard to 
find a bridge between the creative 
energy he found as an art major 
in college and the “cold, bitter real 
world.” 

“It’s probably been a solid year 
where it’s been hard to find moti-
vation to create ... I was kind of in 
limbo,” he says. “This workshop 
rekindles the flame that a lot of 
people may have lost.” 

discovering A new direction
meyer pulled a piece of his 

work that was drying in the back  
— an abstract print in bright 
oranges and reds.  It was made 
using a technique he accidentally 
discovered six years ago. he 
uses the kinetic energy of water 
to inspire designs. he calls it a 
“gift from the print Gods” and an 
obsession of his undergraduate 
years. he eventually couldn’t do 
enough prints. he had to share 
the technique with others. every 
artist interprets it differently and 
creates prints that don’t resemble 
his in the least. In the atelier, he 

KAte grAy, ’04, worKs on A series of 
Prints thAt feAture moroccAn hennA — 
Printing on the hAnds And feet, which 
women weAr tyPicALLy for ceLebrAtions 
or sPeciAL occAsions. 

“I feel like I’ve never 
left. It feels like I’m 
in college again for 
two weeks. There is 
this sense of cama-
raderie and team-
work. We all leave 
the studio with 
more knowledge, 
experience and new 
friends.”

KATe GRAY, ’04
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shared the technique with UW-L 
junior Andrea Anderson. 

“This is awesome,” she says. 
“One of the reasons I signed up 
was because people were coming 
back and a lot of what we do here 
is learn from each other.” 

meyer thrives with this kind of 
interaction with other artists.

“You really begin to under-
stand that everyone has basic 
needs in life. Some find content-
ment and tranquility from every-
day things: exercise, constructing 
things, their work,” he says. 
“What this has really taught me is 
that perhaps my life in academia 
is not done.” 

meyer says he needs to return 
to earn his master’s degree in 
fine arts or teaching  — a career 
path that could bring him collab-
orative, creative environments to 
work.

Participants taught each other 
in ways they don’t even under-
stand yet. They came a long way, 
says elgin. At the same time, the 
workshop took them back in time. 

“I feel like I’ve never left. It 
feels like I’m in college again for 
two weeks,” says Peace Corps 
volunteer Gray. “There is this 
sense of camaraderie and team-
work. We all leave the studio with 
more knowledge, experience and 
new friends.”

KIRK BenSOn, ’12, 
who teaches K-5 art in 
Waukesha, returned to 
experience the col-
laborative nature of 
the studio. “It’s kind of 
like a family reunion in 
here,” notes Benson.  
“I didn’t know every-
one, but it becomes 
that way.”

Andrew meyer, ’11, 
worKs on Prints 
using A technique he 
deveLoPed zAnd hAs now 
shAred with mAny other 
students. he cALLs it 
“A gift from the Print 
gods.”

For more photos of Joel elgin’s printmaking workshop go to  http://goo.gl/Cc10eb
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Alum
reCeives 

GrAff
AwArd

To learn more about the Distinguished Alumni Awards go to  www.uwlalumni.org

An alum who became the 
first lay leader of Iona 
College in new York was 

named the 2014 maurice O. 
Graff Distinguished Alumnus.

Joseph nyre, named the 
first non-ordained president 
of the college in new Rochelle 
in 2011, has been credited for 
successfully transitioning the 
institution through that cultural 
change, says James hynes, 
chair of the Iona College Board 
of Trustees. “he is a human-
istic leader well known to our 
students, faculty, staff and 
alumni,” notes hynes. 

hynes says students know 
nyre because he meets with 
them often. The president of-
ten plays his guitar and sings 
at a student coffee house.

“Our faculty know and trust 

their president because he 
embraces shared governance, 
is transparent and leads in the 
academic community,” con-
tinues hynes. “Our staff know 
their president because he 
rolls up his sleeves with them 
to implement strategy. Our 
alums and donors know him, 
and believe in him, because he 
is genuine, engaging, of keen 
intellect and selflessly dedi-
cated to Iona College.” 

Stephen Portch, a former 
UW System administrator 
who helped recruit nyre for 
the Iona position, says nyre is 
recognized for this leadership 
and integrity at Iona. “he has 
displayed a consistency in his 
approach to problem solving 
that surely would make his 
UW-La Crosse faculty proud,” 
says Portch. 

Joseph e. Nyre
•  Currently president of and 

full professor at Iona Col-
lege, new Rochelle, n.Y.

•  Nationally recognized 
researcher in autism, mental 
health service delivery and 
system development; recipi-
ent of more than $44 million 
in extramural funding.

•  Authored and co-authored 
vital state and federal legis-
lation.

•  Member of many boards and 
service organizations.

•  Completed pre- and post-
doctoral studies at harvard 
medical School and the Uni-
versity of Kansas. master’s 
and doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Kansas, master’s 
from University of missouri 
and bachelor’s in psychology 
from UW-L, 1991.
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Jeff Kollath is dedicated to 
creating community spaces 
to share knowledge.

“I’ve always had a strong 
interest in engaging the public 
— creating forums where people 
can discuss and share in a wel-
coming, open-minded environ-
ment,” says the ’00 graduate. 

Kollath works at UW Center 
for the humanities, a branch of 
UW-madison that connects with 
the public on current political, 
literary, ethical and aesthetic 
questions.

“There is a true passion 
among the students, faculty and 
academic staff to share what they 
know,” he explains. “They want to 
teach and learn.” 

Previously, Kollath worked for 
the milwaukee County historical 

Society and the Wisconsin Vet-
erans museum, engaging people 
in discussions about history. he 
brought in sources like veterans 
in to share their stories.

“That’s what’s exciting about 
history,” explains Kollath. “his-
tory is not just about reading 
textbooks. It’s about getting your 
hands on the real deal. Those 
people and things that tell their 
life story.”

 multiple accounts of an 
event spin it into a much bigger 
story that merits new interpreta-
tion, he notes. 

“We can always figure out 
new ways to look at a topic and 
interpret it,” says Kollath. “There 
is always new ground to be 
broken.”

Kollath first learned about the 

value of primary sources in his-
tory during high school. It was 
reinforced in a UW-L class on the 
Vietnam War where his professor 
invited veterans, anti-war activ-

Alum engages communities in 
deeper discussion about history

Breaking 
new 

ground

Jeff KollAth 
•  public humanities  

program manager,  
UW-madison Center 
for the humanities. 
2013-present

•  director of museum 
experience, milwau-
kee County historical 
Society, 2012-13

•  Curator of history,  
Wisconsin Veteran  
museum, 2004-12 
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A new UW-L history 
class is about un-
covering the untold, 
personal stories that 
make La Crosse’s history rich.

UW-L Assistant Professor Ariel Beau-
jot will offer hIS 393 in fall 2014 and hIS 
403 in spring 2015. The classes will show 
students and community members how to 
record, edit and package oral histories. In 
April 2015, the class will launch a location-
based mobile phone system that docu-
ments downtown La Crosse history.

Students will erect street-level signs 
where people can see a toll-free number 
to access someone’s story related to that 
particular location. The project “hear, here” 
will create a powerful and living example 
of local history in the community, says 
Beaujot.

“’hear, here’ will demonstrate that we 
are all a part of history and that the stores 
we tell can inspire, entertain and inform,” 
says Susan hessel, a community member 
signed up for the course. 

Learn more about the course at:  
http://goo.gl/Gcicfl

ists and hmong-American 
immigrants to share about 
the war. The class showed 
Kollath “how history can be 
incredibly open-ended.” The 
primary sources help people 
reach their own conclusions, 
he notes.  

In an upper level history 
course, Kollath was able to 
help document stories for 
the first time. For a class 
project he helped compile a 
series of oral histories about 
the environmental history of 
the mississippi River, which 
contributed to a larger docu-
mentary on mississippi River 
history for public radio. The 
interviews are part of UW-L’s 

renowned oral history col-
lection housed at the Area 
Research Center in murphy 
Library.

“It was a great experience 
to help create a project from 
scratch and contribute to the 
environmental history of the 
mississippi River,” he says. 

his education has helped 
shape his view of history and 
the importance of educating 
each other about what we 
know. “Get out there, share 
what you love, and engage 
the public,” he says. “That’s 
what we do at the center (UW 
Center for the humanities), 
and we encourage students 
to do that too.” 

cULtUraL and sociaL history
Students study the history of cultural and social 
forces embodied in movements and organizations; art, 
literature, and film; areas of human experience including 
apparel, architecture, and culinary practices; and the 
various commercial media inundating our daily lives.

pUbLic and poLicy history
While professional historians may study a vast array 
of time periods, peoples, and topics, Public and Policy 
history is distinct in that it seeks to spread that research 
to broader audiences, and also to take as its subject of 
study those attempts to connect history to the people.

reLigioUs stUdies
Students study the fascinating phenomenon of religion 
from a variety of disciplinary perspectives from history 
to Sociology to Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies. 

HISTORY AT UW-L
UW-L now has three topical emphases for history majors

heAr, 
here!



10  UW-L CAPSTONE FALL 2014

Professor writes book on the history of motherhood 

Jodi vAndenberg-dAves is A teAcher, Author And mother of three: 
ALLison, syLviA, 17, And brAd, 14. she eArned her doctorAte in history At 
the university of minnesotA in 1995 And hAs tAught in the history And 

women’s, gender And sexuALity studies dePArtments At uw-L since 1998.

Professor Jodi Vandenberg-
Daves celebrated mother’s Day 
2014 with the release of her 

first book on motherhood.
Vandenberg-Daves, a professor 

of history and Women’s, Gender and 
Sexuality Studies, wrote “modern 
motherhood: An American history.” 
The book — the first comprehensive 
history of motherhood in the U.S. 
— was released may 19 by Rutgers 
University Press.

The 344 pages explore the 
multiple and complex societal roles 
mothers have endured throughout 
history. Vandenberg-Daves shows 
how mothers have continued to 

innovate new ways to combine labor 
force participation and domestic re-
sponsibilities. She follows their chal-
lenge to male expertise in the 1960s 
on issues from abortion rights to 
childbirth practices, to confinement 
of women to maternal roles.

“Being a mother and talking to 
other women — most find this a 
compelling topic,” says Vandenberg-
Daves. “They’ve absorbed a lot of 
conflicting messages about mother-
hood and want a deeper understand-
ing.”

Vandenberg-Daves says her inter-
est in motherhood started when she 
became a mother in 1992. It was 

fueled as she developed a course on 
the history of motherhood at UW-
L. Since 1999, she has taught the 
popular class. She says students’ 
questions have contributed to her 
continued research and understand-
ing.

During a sabbatical in 2009, 
Vandenberg-Daves had time to 
synthesize the topic and realize the 
need for a comprehensive history. 
She had an immediate interest from 
publishers. 

“I wanted to put mothers at the 
center of history and tell their untold 
stories,” explains Vandenberg-
Daves. 

MODERN MOM
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History Professor 
Earns Inaugural 
Yale University 
Fellowship 

Professor Víctor m. macías-
González, history, received 
the 2014-2015 LGBT Studies 

Research Fellowship from Yale 
University. It is the first time the fel-
lowship has been offered.

The fellowship offers scholars 
from any field who are pursuing 
research in lesbian and gay studies 
the vast faculty resources, manu-
script archives and library collec-
tions available at Yale University. 
The scholars must live outside new 
haven, Connecticut, where Yale is 
located.  

macías-González, who earned 
the 2013 Wisconsin Professor of 
the Year Award, plans to use the 
resources to study the connec-
tions between American homophile 
activists, American artists and intel-
lectuals who lived in mexico City 
and influenced same-sex-attracted 
men there. This is the subject 
of macías-González’s sabbatical 
research project.  

macías-González will study 
collections housed in the Beinecke 
Rare Book and manuscript  
Library at Yale University. It houses 
a collection of rare homophile 
publications, as well as collections 

of prominent gay American writ-
ers who traveled or lived in mexico 
City. macías-González will partici-
pate in the scholarly activities of 
the Yale Research Initiative on the 
history of Sexualities and of the 
LGBT Studies Center at Yale.  

The experience will impact not 
only his research, but also his 
teaching. macías-González teaches 
a survey course on world history 
with a focus on the history of sexu-
ality and also teaches an advanced 
course on Latin American Women, 
Gender and Sexuality.

The fellowship provides $4,000, 
which is intended to pay for travel 
to and from new haven and act 
as a living allowance during a 
month in residence there. macías-
González will be on a sabbatical 
leave from UW-L during spring 
2015, and will research at Yale  
during this time.

Professor macías-
González also 
directs the  
college’s eagle 
mentoring  
Program, which 
helps retain  
second-year  
historically under-
represented  
students. 
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ExPOSURE
Photographer’s work remains popular 

Unique photographs by As-
sociate Professor of Art Linda 
Levinson continue to get inter-

national exposure.  
Levinson, who has taught here 

since 2009, shot images during the 
Temenos screenings of Gregory 
markopoulos’s film “eniaios” in 
Greece June 29-July 1, 2012. The 
event marked the third set of screen-
ings of an 80-hour cycle of films left 

completed but unprinted upon the 
filmmaker’s death in 1992. The films 
are periodically shown outdoors 
in the mountains four hours from 
Athens.   

“I have received a lot of positive 
feedback about the images,” says 
Levinson. “I photographed it as if I 
were participating in the event rather 
than observing it.”

 

The images, in color and black and 
white, provide great detail of the 
one-of-a-kind event. They were so 
stunning that a portfolio of Levin-
son’s works appeared in the mil-
lennium Film Journal, no. 59, an 
international publication for film 
scholars and enthusiasts.

  UW-L supported Levinson’s 
invitation to photograph the Teme-
nos screenings in 2012 as part of 
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an International Development Fund 
Grant. A year later, she received a Col-
lege of Liberal Studies Small Grant to 
edit exposures she took while at the 
event.

This isn’t the first time the photos 
have caught the eye of international 
editors. Artforum magazine printed 
one of her Temenos photographs in 
2012. Rebekah Rutkoff of City Uni-
versity in new York used many for a 

2014 Society for Cinema Studies and 
media Conference in Seattle. Oxford 
University Press has contracted to 
print one of the photos on the cover 
of P. Adams Sitney’s forthcoming 
book, The Cinema of Poetry.
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sArA doCAN-morGAN, 
CommuNiCAtioN  
studies … joined the faculty 
in 2008 and teaches courses such 

as Interpersonal 
Communica-
tion, Research 
methods, and the 
Senior Project in 
Communication. 
Described as 
an outstanding 

teacher, she teaches some of the 
hardest courses in the department 
and receives among the highest 
student evaluations of instruc-
tion scores. Docan-morgan also 
received the 2014 Provost’s Teach-
ing Award. 

lAurie KiNCmAN,  
theAtre Arts  … joined UW-L 
in fall 2009 and serves as produc-

tion manager and 
stage manager for 
the Theatre Depart-
ment. Kincman’s 
expertise is in arts 
administration and 
stage management, 
areas of study honed 

in the University of California, Irvine, 
m.F.A. program in Stage management, 
as well as through working in profes-
sional performance companies such as 
malashock Dance & Co. in San Diego. 
She has published a book and numer-
ous peer-reviewed articles.

CLS FACULTY AND STAFF RECOGNIzED
FACULTY RECOGNITION OF ExCELLENCE AWARD FOR TEACHING

FACULTY RECOGNITION OF ExCELLENCE AWARD FOR  
RESEARCH/CREATIvE ENDEAvORS

FACULTY  
RECOGNITION OF  
ExCELLENCE AWARD 
FOR SERvICE

“cLs excellence 
Awards are designed 
to recognize 
and celebrate 
the outstanding 
contribution made 
by faculty, staff 
and students in the 
areas of teaching, 
research, service, 
inclusive excellence 
and/or academic 
achievement.”

mArie moeller, eNGlish … 
arrived at UW-L in 2010 and regularly 
teaches courses such as College Writing, 
Technical Writing, and Writing for man-

agement, Public Rela-
tions and the Profes-
sions. moeller regularly 
receives excellent stu-
dent evaluations. Stu-
dents say moeller offers 
them new perspectives 
and makes “dry” top-

ics interesting. She recently revised the 
department’s Professional and Technical 
Writing (PTW) minor, pursued partner-
ships with local and regional businesses 
to help place students as interns and 
employees, and serves as the sole advi-
sor for approximately 40 PTW minors.

mAhruq KhAN,  
womeN’s, GeNder,  
& sexuAlity  
studies … is described 
by colleague Deb hoskins 

as a stellar 
scholar, 
teacher 
and cam-
pus com-
munity 
member. 
There is 

a strong interconnection 
between Khan’s teaching, 
scholarship and service, all 
of which focus on Islam, 
Islamophobia, sexual orien-
tation and gender.

heidi morrisoN, history 
… has been teach-
ing at UW-L since 
2009 and studies 
topics related to the 
middle east, women 
and gender, Arabic 
autobiography, and 
childhood. morrison 

writes about the history of childhood 
in cultures where the majority of the 
population is young, and also about 
nation building in late-colonial egypt 
and in contemporary Palestine. Dr. 
morrison has published two books, 
multiple peer-reviewed essays, 
and was a Fulbright scholar for ten 
months in the West Bank.
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CLS FACULTY AND STAFF RECOGNIzED
INSTRUCTIONAL ACADEMIC STAFF  
RECOGNITION OF ExCELLENCE AWARD

CLASSIFIED STAFF RECOGNITION OF 
ExCELLENCE AWARD

Provost Teaching  
Excellence Winners
uw-L recognized exceLLence in teAching with the second AnnuAL Provost 
teAching exceLLence AwArds in mAy. A totAL of 400 nominAtions were 
nArrowed to six winners, which incLuded three fAcuLty from cLs. 

Judy KiNG, moderN lANGuAGes … is 
described by colleagues as “kind,” “patient” and 

“egalitarian.” Dorian Dorado, 
Spanish Language faculty, says 
King “performs outstanding 
work” for one of the “most 
diverse academic units on cam-
pus.” King’s duties range from 
administrative paperwork, to 
budgeting, developing brochures 

for each language program, to coordinating logis-
tics for visiting scholars.

sAmuel CoCKs,  
philosophy, teaches Asian 
Philosophy, 19th and 20th Cen-
tury Continental Philosophy and 
environmental Philosophy. his 
favorite part of teaching involves 
seeing students become excited 
or fascinated by the ideas, and 

then reaching the point where they are able to 
apply them to a variety of complex topics. he also 
enjoys the sense of community that often devel-
ops in the classroom.

sArA doCAN-morGAN,  
CommuNiCAtioN  
studies, teaches courses in 
research methods, interpersonal 
communication, and race and 
culture. Docan-morgan says 
she always knew teaching was 
her calling. her favorite part of 

teaching is building relationships with students. 
“To see them grow intellectually and emotionally, 
both throughout our time together and after they 
graduate, is so rewarding.”

JörG viANdeN,  
studeNt AffAirs  
AdmiNistrAtioN, typically 
teaches history of higher educa-
tion, Administration of higher 
education, higher education and 
Student Affairs Assessment, and 
capstone writing courses. Vian-

den enjoys seeing students create community in 
the classroom based on personal and professional 
respect, which turns into life-long friendships. he 
also enjoys when students critically interrogate 
sources, viewpoints or institutional problems, and 
arrive at their own well-founded argument. They 
notice they have gained critical thinking skills in 
the process.

miChelle CollyAr, theAtre Arts  … 
since 2009, Collyar has taught 
Theatre Appreciation and Theatre 
Foundations, along with serving 
as the Costume Lab Supervi-
sor. She is being recognized for 
creative works and scholarship 
as a costume designer. Collyar 
has designed costumes and 

makeup for eight university productions and built 
costumes for 35 productions. 

BruCe hANdtKe, eNGlish … has been 
here since 1990 and is being recognized for excel-
lence in teaching. english Chair Susan Crutchfield 

describes him as “an invaluable 
member of our teaching com-
munity” and as someone who 
trusts students to achieve and as 
a faculty member who respects 
students. 
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Qwho were your favorite 
professors?

Amarie moeller and Jo Arney. 
I was challenged in marie 
moeller’s technical and pro-

fessional writing classes to think 
critically about the implications 
of exchanges we make every day. 
Those skills have transferred into 
many different areas of study and 
especially my interest in analyzing 
political rhetoric. 

I met Jo Arney my sophomore 
year taking an introduction to 
public administration class. She 
encouraged me to become a public 
administration major by helping 
me recognize the far-reaching 
strength of good public policy. 

Q what was your favorite 
class? 

APublic Budgetary Processes. 
It was extremely difficult, 
but helped me understand a 

critical part of the public process. 

Q if you had the chance, what 
class would you take over?

AI took a seminar class on 
elections during the novem-
ber 2012 election cycle. I 

think civility in politics and having 
tough discussions across party 
lines is extremely important. It 
gave me a lot of hope for the future 
of politics to be part of a group of 
bright, young people on both sides 
of the aisle willing to constructively 
understand each other’s political 
differences.

Karin Johnson Earns Top CLS Honor

This year’s top senior in the col-
lege earned three majors: public 
administration, political science 
and english rhetoric. Karin John-
son’s research included political 
language, civic engagement and 
treatment of subjugated popula-
tions. Johnson was named the 
college’s new, outstanding alum 
and received the John e. mag-
erus Award for the Outstanding 

Graduating Senior from the  
College of Liberal Studies.

As a freshman Johnson was 
appointed to the La Crosse 
County Board and kept her seat 
by election as a sophomore. She 
served as the youngest-ever vice 
chair of the health and human 
Services Board and chaired the 
Family Policy Board executive 
Committee. 

Johnson served as com-
munications director for two 
successful political campaigns. 
She interned with Fulcrum Pub-
lishing, minnesota’s Central 
Corridor Light Rail Project, and 
LTK engineering Services. She 
is a graduate of emerge, a train-
ing program for women political 
candidates. 

Johnson has a passion for 
bettering lives of the underrep-
resented. After graduation she 
planned to enter public policy in 
minnesota and pursue graduate 
studies. 

the John e. mAgerus AwArd for the 
outstAnding grAduAting senior from the 
coLLege of LiberAL studies …  

recognizes academic accomplishments, leadership, and involvement 
in the campus and community. the award is named for magerus, 
who retired in 2004 after 28 years of teaching and serving as an 
administrator for the college. recipients, honored during spring 
commencement, receive $1,000.
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Four of the more than 40 new 
scholarships awarded for the 
first time this fall will directly 
benefit CLS students. 

The new funds established 
during the past year through 
the UW-L Foundation as part of 
the “Share the La Crosse expe-
rience” campaign included:
1.  JohN ANd Ardus Cleve-

lANd fuNd: Faculty emeri-
tus John Cleveland and his 
wife established this endow-
ment to support continuing 
students majoring in psychol-
ogy who have maintained 
at least a 3.0 GPA and have 
financial need.

2.  mAx wiNter memoriAl 
fuNd iN Art: Provides two 
awards: one to a student with 
photography minor and the 
second with an art major. 
Academic achievement, 
personal qualities and finan-
cial need are considerations 
for the awards. Accountancy 
faculty Ken Winter and his 
wife, Lynn, established this 
endowment in memory of 
their son, max.

3.  ArChAeoloGy fuNd:  
Supports incoming or con-
tinuing students majoring in 
archaeology. Financial need 
must be considered.

4.  miChAel ABlAN lAw firm 
fuNd: La Crosse attorney 
mike Ablan established this 
annual scholarship that sup-
ports a continuing student 
who has an interest in the 
legal profession. A 3.0 GPA is 
required, along with an essay.
The “Share the experience” 

campaign has a $15 million 
goal. Categories for establish-
ing funds include merit-based, 
need-based, restricted and 
graduate students.

Overall, more than 500 
students were awarded nearly 
$500,000 for the upcoming 
school year during the Student 
Scholarship and Award Recep-
tion April 28. Find out more 
about scholarships at  
uwlfoundation.org

interested in estAbLishing A schoLArshiP? 

to start a new or contribute to an existing scholarship, contact Jeff meyer at 608.785.8502 or jmeyer@uwlax.edu 

find out more at www.uwlax.edu/scholarship-campaign

four New 
sCholArships
CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY TO PROvIDE MORE FUNDS FOR STUDENTS

John And Ardus 
cLeveLAnd
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TOP THINKER
Recent alum’s research aims to help predict genocide

When hollie nyseth 
Brehm, ’08, came to 
campus, she had her 

sights set on medical school. But 
her life took a sharp turn after 
taking an introductory sociology 
course.

Today nyseth Brehm’s sociolo-
gy research has landed her on the 
nation’s “30 Top Thinkers Under 

30.” The list includes the top 30 
young people across the country 
that Pacific Standard magazine 
predicts will have a serious 
impact on the social, political and 
economic issues it covers. 

nyseth Brehm, 28, who re-
cently defended her doctoral 
dissertation at the University of 
minnesota, studies how genocide 

is predicable and may even be 
prevented. 

the roAd to discovery
nyseth Brehm recalls becom-

ing fascinated with sociology at 
UW-L. One assignment in Sociol-
ogy Professor enilda Delgado’s 
class was to examine the different 

hoLLie nyseth brehm, ’08, 
Pictured with A rescuer 
And his chiLdren in 2012. 
“rescuer” is the term 
used for PeoPLe who 
risKed their Lives to 
sAve others during the 
rwAndAn genocide.
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patterns in boys and girls toys on 
store shelves.

“I had never really thought 
about why boys’ toys are blue. 
It’s so simple, but it’s an example 
of how we socially construct our 
world, which is taken for granted 
every day,” says nyseth Brehm. 
“Learning what sociology is and 
its implications changed my 
entire trajectory in terms of what 
I wanted to do.”

After graduating, nyseth 
Brehm attended the University 
of minnesota where she became 
interested in studying why geno-
cides occur and how they unfold. 
She analyzed the preconditions 
of genocide in about 150 coun-
tries during the last 50 years. 

“I ran into her faculty in min-
nesota and their statements to 
me have been — ‘Can you please 
send me more students from 
UW-L like hollie,’” says Delgado. 
“I feel enormous pride for her 
and I think this validates that 

UW-L’s program in sociology is 
extremely strong in preparing its 
students.”

Delgado and nyseth Brehm 
have been in touch since she 
graduated.

“hollie has a special place in 
my heart and I couldn’t be hap-
pier for her,” says Delgado. “If 
anyone can change the world, it’s 
hollie.”

chAnging the worLd
For nyseth Brehm, chang-

ing the world isn’t too much of 
a stretch. She’s already played 
some prominent humanitarian 
roles. She has worked with the 
Rwandan government’s geno-
cide prevention commission 
and is doing an assessment of 
the country’s local courts that 
tried genocide suspects. She 
co-founded a minneapolis-based 
school for Somali refugees and 
has served as chair of the school 

board for the past three years. 
She also volunteers for non-prof-
its dedicated to human rights.

Ultimately, nyseth Brehm 
wants to help understand early 
warning signs of genocide and 
inform genocide prevention ef-
forts. She hopes to one day be 
the United nations special ad-
viser on genocide.

She looks forward to teaching 
others about the subject that she 
fell in love with as an undergrad-
uate as an assistant professor at 
Ohio State University in the fall. 
She’d like to encourage a little 
sociological imagination — like 
Professor Delgado did for her.

“I want students to question 
everything — why things are the 
way they are — whether a child’s 
toy or genocide,” she notes.

hoLLie nyseth brehm, ’08, tALKs with A 
survivor of A mAssAcre At A church 
in eAstern rwAndA in 2012. mAny 
rwAndAns hid in churches during the 
genocide in 1994, thinKing they wouLd 
be sAfe, so muLtiPLe mAssAcres 
occurred in churches. this survivor 
wAs A young chiLd then. his mom wAs 
KiLLed, but he And his sister escAPed. 
the Picture wAs tAKen neAr mAss 
grAves; the coLor of remembrAnce in 
rwAndA is PurPLe, so the mAss grAves 
Are decorAted with PurPLe fLowers.
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Next year’s event scheduled for March 1-4, 2015

A spring festival showcased 
the innovative and thought-
provoking work of CLS 

students, faculty, staff and distin-
guished guests. Creative Impera-
tives was held on campus April 
13-16.

The program showcased a 
range of events that contribute to 
the cultural life the campus and 
local community, says School of 
Arts and Communication Director 
Julia Johnson. “We believe that 
the arts and communication are 

integral to thinking with creativity 
and flexibility — qualities that help 
ensure success in every profes-
sion and every life experience,” 
says Johnson. 

Associate Professor of Theatre 
Arts Laurie Kincman, festival co-
ordinator, says attendance for the 
first-time event was good for ma-
jor public performances, as well as 
several of the “Watch-Them-Work” 
sessions. She says the goal was 
to put the festival onto the campus 
and La Crosse area radar. “We 

strove to showcase all of our fea-
tured guests equally and to invite 
the campus into our classrooms 
and studios,” she explains. 

Kincman says next year’s event 
march 1-4, 2015, will feature dif-
ferent guests with a more “curated 
overall approach.” 

“Last year’s focus was a gen-
eral celebration of creativity,” she 
notes. “next year we are cultivat-
ing a through-line about storytell-
ing in creative work and planning 

A SUCCESS

creAtive imPerAtives mission is to … 
•  Promote the creative/scholarly works of faculty, students, and staff in the UW-L School of Arts and Communication.
•  Invigorate dialogue about arts and communication with regionally, nationally, and internationally renowned artists and scholars.
•  Showcase innovative and thought-provoking performances, presentations, lectures, and exhibitions for the greater La Crosse and 

university communities.

www.uwlax.edu/Creative-Imperatives
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events and activities to showcase 
this in all four departments of the 
School of Arts & Communica-
tion.”

Alumni can offer a valu-
able perspective about life after 
graduation during the festival, 
says Kincman. “Whether this 
takes the form of a lecture or 
discussion about their life or 
inclusion in an exhibit or perfor-

mance to showcase how their 
talents have grown, it is a chance 
to celebrate their successes and 
allow them to give back to the 
place where they got their start,” 
she explains.

Last spring’s festival included 
alum Vince muehlbauer, ’03. “We 
hope to find more opportunities 
to involve alumni as the festival 
grows,” says Kincman.

PRESERvING 
THE WILD

A new book by UW-L  
Associate Professor of Politi-
cal Science Jo Arney examines 
underlying values and motiva-
tions of citizens who wish to 
preserve wild spaces. “Wilder-
ness and the Common Good,” 
to be released in October by 
Fulcrum Publishing, investi-
gates the symbiotic relation-
ships between wilderness, 
education and citizenship. 
Citizens debate the purpose 
of wilderness, she says, but 
they share a common view 
that wilderness ought to exist. 
The challenge for wilderness 
advocates today not only lies 
in convincing Congress that 
certain areas should be des-
ignated as wild, but also in 
regenerating dialogue about 
why wilderness areas should 
be preserved.  

Get the book at  
www.fulcrum-books.com

creAtive imPerAtives wAs mAde PossibLe …  
through the work and collaboration of the faculty, students and staff in the 
school of Arts and communication. the steering committee consists of faculty 
from four departments: Kate hawkes, Art; dena huisman, communication 
studies; tom seddon, music; and Laurie Kincman, theatre Arts.
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ANd the 
AwArd 
Goes to …

To learn more about the Distinguished Alumni Awards go to  www.uwlalumni.org

“Chicago Fire.” “Law 
and Order SVU.” 
“numbers.” “nCIS.” 

“Southland.” Those are just 
five of the major TV shows in 
which Corey Sorenson has 
performed. But he’s known 
for much more than a working 
actor in Los Angeles, the most 
competitive acting marketplace 
in the world. 

“Corey is more than that 
(an actor),” says Jason Kim, 
who has served as Sorenson’s 
manager for five years with 
Lovett management. “his 
creativity, drive and talent are 
impressive.”

Sorenson shares his love of 
acting with others. he’s known 
for his dedication and passion 
in the classroom at Riverside 
City College.

 

“his determination and dili-
gence not only allows him to 
be one of the most talented, 
committed and dedicated fac-
ulty I have ever encountered, 
but a competitive one profes-
sionally as well,” notes Jodi 
Julian, chair of the college’s 
Department of Theatre Arts. 

Sorenson interests don’t 
end there. he has written, 
directed and produced plays 
and films. And, he’s an acting, 
voice and speech coach.

“I have taken the wonderful 
foundation that I received at 
UW-L and have built on  
it exponentially,” explains 
Sorenson. “I’ve been fortunate 
enough to both make  
significant achievements in my 
field, and also give back to the 
field by way of teaching and 
coaching.”  

Corey soreNsoN
•  Accomplished career as a 

professional actor with perfor-
mances in more than 50 plays 
nationwide, numerous TV ap-
pearances, films, web series, 
voiceovers and commercials.

•  Network TV acting includes 
roles on “Chicago Fire,” “Gen-
eral hospital,” “Law & Order: 
SVU,” “As the World Turns,” 
“nCIS” and more.

•  Screenwriter; producer;  
director.

•  Lecturer in theater and dance; 
adjunct professor of voice 
and theater; acting instructor; 
voice and acting coach.

•  Master’s of fine arts in acting 
from Temple University; certi-
fied in Fitzmaurice Voicework; 
bachelor’s in theater from 
UW-L, 2003.

COREY SORENSON,’03, EARNS RADA RECOGNITION
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UW-L students have teamed 
up with a Gundersen health 
System family therapist to 

help build stronger families in the 
area.

Jeff Reiland, UW-L adjunct 
professor of psychology and child 
and family therapist at Gunder-
sen, recruited the students from 
various programs to help him 
with a growing struggle he sees 
among area families. 

“Parents, more than ever, 
struggle with how to relate to 
children because there are so 
many more distractions,” he ex-
plains. “Families are increasingly 
plugged in, but disconnected 
from each other.”

In fall 2012 Reiland launched 
Triple P — Positive Parenting 
Program — for parents whose 
children have diagnoses such as 
ADhD or Oppositional Defiant 
Disorder who are struggling with 
behavioral or emotional difficul-
ties. however, Reiland was disap-

pointed when many dropped out 
because they had no childcare 
during program hours.

That’s when he recruited UW-L 
student volunteers who would 
join him on the quest to build 
better families. eighteen interns 
volunteered to develop and lead 

child programming alongside 
parent programs offered through 
Gundersen.

“These students have helped 
eliminate the biggest barrier to 
parent education,” says Reiland.

The college students provide 
not only childcare, but also non-
violent, non-competitive games 
and activities centered around 
themes such as emotion recog-
nition and regulation, kindness, 
friendship and problem solving. 

In addition to Triple P, a new 
program is available this year 
called Parents Raising Resilient 
Children. The prevention program 
is open to parents interested in 
learning effective tools and strat-
egies to raise healthy and resilient 
children.

“It’s rewarding to work in the 
La Crosse community and see 
the change locally,” says senior 
Alycia Brun, a psychology major 
and intern with the program.

Students help launch local child program 
A POSITIvE IMPACT

Far leFt: uw-L student 
interns with Jeff reiLAnd, 
center, uw-L AdJunct 
Professor of PsychoLogy 
And chiLd And fAmiLy 
therAPist At gundersen 
heALth system.
leFt: uw-L student corinA 
coLon PrePAres for An 
evening with chiLdren 
As PArt of the triPLe P 
ProgrAm. 

“Parents, more 
than ever, struggle 
with how to relate 
to children because 
there are so many 
more distractions. 
Families are increas-
ingly plugged in, but 
disconnected from 
each other.” 

Jeff reiLAnd,  
uw-L AdJunct Professor 
of PsychoLogy
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An eclectic group of six teenagers vying for the spelling championship of a lifetime took the stage for 
this year’s SummerStage production. Professor Mary Leonard directed the musical, “The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee.” Leonard describes the play as silly, but also offering up a lot of “heart and 
soul.” To prepare for the play, actors watched the end of the real national spelling bee on Tv and saw 
the intense process the spellers go through from cramming for the bee to the devastation of elimination. 
The cast included: Callie Boydston, Lily Cornwell, Olivia Dubiel, Andrew Helman, David Holmes, Quinn 
Masterson, Aamer Mian, Maddie Napolski, Nirvan Patnaik, Seth Steidl, Kara Shultz and Lewis Youngren. 

s-p-e-l-l-i-N-G 
Bee
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CLS GRADUATE STUDENT 
ACADEMIC ACHIEvEMENT 

GRADUATE STUDENT RECOGNITION 
OF ExCELLENCE

Two graduate students and 28 undergrads were honored at the annual CLS Evening of Excellence in April.  
See undergraduate students who were honored at http://issuu.com/uw-lacrosse/docs/cls_awards_2014_web

CLS STUDENTS RECOGNIzED 
FOR ExCELLENCE

Brett sChieve
studeNt AffAirs  
AdmiNistrAtioN iN hiGher  
eduCAtioN, JANesville,  
wisCoNsiN
… is a second-year online mas-
ter’s student who spent the last 
two years as the International 
Studies Program Coordinator at 
the University of Dubuque and 
recently accepted a position as the 
Cultural engagement and Study 
Away Program manager at the 
University of minnesota-Roches-
ter. Schieve, ’14, exhibits a com-
mitment to international education 
academically and profession-
ally. Schieve’s Applied Research 
Project enabled the University of 
Dubuque to implement an orienta-
tion program for students study-
ing abroad. SAA Chair Jodie Rindt 
says Schieve “is the type of stu-
dent who we will be proud to say 
is a graduate of the SAA Depart-
ment and UW-La Crosse.”

CArrie Bero
studeNt AffAirs  
AdmiNistrAtioN, lA Crosse 
… has had a graduate career full 
of academic and professional 
success. Bero, ’14, held a cumu-
lative GPA of 4.0. She was actively 
involved on campus as a graduate 
assistant for the Office of multi-
cultural Student Services and as 
a graduate intern in the UW-L Ath-
letics Department. Bero worked 
with the Campus Climate Office 
as a diversity awareness intern. 
Bero completed an internship at 
Agnes Scott College in Decatur, 
Georgia, and accepted a position 
at UW-madison in the College of 
Business as compass program 
manager.

sArAh JACoBsoN
sChool psyCholoGy,  
frANKsville, wisCoNsiN  
… led her graduate cohort with a 
3.96 GPA, she presented a cap-
stone project at the nASP 2014 
Annual Convention and partici-
pated in an assessment of oral 
reading fluency in local school 
districts. In addition to strong 
academic and community service, 
Jacobson completed a practicum 
as an emergency school psy-
chologist. According to Program 
Director Robert Dixon, Jacobson’s 
“positive disposition, strong 
academic skills, and adept inter-
personal skills … make the type 
of school psychologist that I am 
proud to say UW-L had a signifi-
cant hand in creating.” 
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ALUM LAUNCHES LA CROSSE RUNNING SHOP

T yler heinz,’10, says through-
out his liberal arts education 
he was encouraged to think 

not of just of what exists, but what 
could be — and how it could be 
better. 

heinz got the idea to start a 
business surrounding the sport of 
running while taking a business 
law class. he had to complete a 
simple business plan and decided 
to base it on his life-long passion 
of running. But when professors 
told him the plan made a lot of 
sense, heinz began to think about 
it as a potential business venture. 

his original plan called for a 
shop in his hometown of eau 
Claire. But after exploring the mar-
ket more, he saw La Crosse also 
had a need. 

In march 2014, heinz opened 
Grand Bluff Running in downtown 

La Crosse. he sells running shoes 
and other specialty running prod-
ucts such as tools to prevent run-
ning injury, running apparel and 
reflective vests. heinz, who has 
more than a decade of competi-
tive running experience, and his 
staff share knowledge and advice 
about running to customers. They 
have a free, slow-motion video gait 
analysis to help customers find a 
shoe that fits their stride. 

heinz hopes his shop will create 
a community revolving around the 
sport of running. 

grAnd bLuff running 
509 main st., downtown La crosse | 608.782.8227 
www.grandbluffrunning.com

rUnning (is) 
a bUsiness

tyLer heinz, ’10, doubLe mAJored in 
mArKeting And sPAnish. he ALso rAn 

trAcK And cross country At uw-L. 
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A MAKEOvER
A $900,000 RENOvATION IS PLANNED FOR THE ANNETT RECITAL HALL IN 2015-16
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Students and staff will soon sing 
praises of a newly renovated cam-
pus recital hall. The UW System 
Capital Planning and Budget Office 
has approved a $900,000 renova-
tion of Annett Recital hall in the 
Center for the Arts. It’s the first 
major remodeling of the 285-seat 
recital hall since being built in 1973.

The project will completely 
renovate the 40-year-old recital hall, 

replacing lighting and electrical in-
frastructure; upgrading the room’s 
mechanical hVAC system; replacing 
wall and ceiling finishes, along with 
floor finishes and fixed seating; and 
installing new educational technol-
ogy.

UW System Capital Planning has 
a $15 million budget for the bienni-
um for projects. The fund received 
49 requests totaling $28 million for 

the 2013-15 fiscal year and funded 
32 projects across the System.

Planning and design should take 
place during the 2014-15 fiscal year 
with renovation in 2015-16. The 
project will be somewhat similar to 
the $1.3 million renovation of Graff 
main hall Auditorium completed 
this summer.

music dePArtment grouPs, LiKe the uw-L wind 
ensembLe Pictured here in Annett recitAL 

hALL, wiLL soon be Performing in A renovAted 
venue. Annett recitAL hALL is set for A $900,000 

renovAtion in 2015-16. 


